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vill meditate of ell thy works. Pſalm Ixxvii. It. 
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THE 


 AUTHOR's CHARACTER. 


HE Reverend Mr James Herver be. 

ing now dead, yet ſpeaketh to us in 

his valuable writings: Writings which, for .4 
importance of ſubje&, weight of argument, 
ſublimity of thought, juſtneſs of ſentiment, 
and elegance of diction, are quires by fen 
and excelled by none. 2 
His ſtrain is truly evangelical ; his method 
inviting, entertaining, and edifying; calcu- 
lated both to profit and to pleaſe; and Fi 
ſpirit of meekneſs, candour and modeſty, 
®#breathes through, and beautifies the Whole. 
His favourite topic is, the Righteouſneſs | 
and Atcnement of the RrDEEMER. On this 
he expatiates with inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, 
and dwells with rapturous delight. By, this, 
he © touches the fineſt movements of the 
4e ſoul, and ſtrikes all the inmoſt ſprings f 
Ws aQion with the moſt perſuaſive, the moſt 
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* commanding energy,“ and ſweetly con- 
ſtrains to the obedience of love. 

The firſt of this celebrated Author's writ- 
ings which made their appearance in the 
world, and raiſed the attention of the pub- 
lic, was his Meditations among the Tombs, 
Reflections on a Flower-Garden, and Deſcant 
upon Creation, publiſhed in the beginning of 
the year 1746. Theſe performances were ſo 
well reliſhed by the public, that they ſoon 
under went a number of editions. About 
the latter end of the year 1747, a ſecond vo- 
lume made its appearance, containing, Cons 
emplations on the Night and Starry Heavens, 
and - 4 Winter-Piece. Theſe two volumes 
have, it is ſaid, undergone above forty con- 

. fiderable large impreſſions, and are ſtill im 
very high repute amongſt all ranks, * 18 


EF There are few books in the Engliſh language, 
| which, in ſo ſhort a time, have ever paſſed through 
E: e and very large editions, as Mr Her- 

vey's Meditations; which not only pleaſe, but im- 


prove us; and were written with a view of familia- 
t Tizing to our minds thoſe ſublime: objects, which 
will be the Srunr and Dritt of a glorious 
ETERNITT. How many have they tranſportingly 
entertained in their retirements and lonely walks! 
and how oſten elevated them to thoſe lofty heights, 
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EF 
He ranſacts the man/ions of the dead, turns 

the grave into a pulpit, and makes putrefac- 

tion and mortality preach leſſons to the liv- 
ing.——le ſurveys, with Newtonian exact- 
nels, the Harry expanſe, and the countleſs 
radiant worlds that roll in the nocturnal ſky 3 
from theſe he inveſtigates the glory and per- 
fections of the creating and ſuſtaining God ; 
and from theſe he enhances the wonders of 
Redeeming Love. He mounts the believer 
on the ſummit of creation, as upon a ſtupen- 
dous eminence, to enlarge his proſpect, and 
exalt his conceptions of the majeſty and glo- 
ry of that God, whd& redeemed his church 
' with his own blood, — When imagination it- 
ſelf, with all the aſſiſtance of ſcience, is loſt 
in the immenſity and awful grandeur of the 
works of nature; immediately he contracts 
5 A 3 the 


from whence they could look down on all things: 
below (the delights of good men's friendſhip except» 
ed) with an eaſy indifference !—A ſtrain of the molt 
ſerious piety and ardent devotion runs through: 
them; and they. tend to inculcate ſome of the moſt 


diiſſtinguiſhing doctrines of the goſpel}; ſuch as, the 


neceſſity of regeneration; the utter impotency of: 
fallen man to help himſelf; the efficacy of the grace: 
of God for that purpoſe ; and the juſtification of a 
guilty ſinner through ſaith in the blood of Chritk.. 
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the univerſe into a ſpan, and the enormous 
orbs into fleeting atoms, or the ſmall duſt 
that remains in the balance, when the works: 
of redemption are brought i in view. 

Thus, he unites the moſt improved Phi- 
Igſopher with the ſound Believer ; and makes 
reaſon arid nature ſubſervient to faith and 
Revelation. Whilſt he allows reaſon its 
freeſt inquiry and fulleſt ſcope, he gives up: 
Vith none of the peculiarities of the Goſpel ;: 
but holds forth, with the cleareſt light, and 
in various points of view, thoſe truths where 
in the Hence of the Croſs conſiſts. 

May theſe heavenly doQrines. and pre- 
cious truths, which flowed in ſuch copious 
gladdening ſtreams from his lips and pen, be 
tranſmitted, pure and unadulterated, to the 
lateſt poſterity; and may that divine Spirit, 
which gave them their proper energy and in- 
Auence upon his heart and life, ever accom-- 
pany them to the remoteſt ages, 


VERSES! 


VERSES TO MR HERVEY 


ON His 


MEDITATIONS. 


N theſe loy'd ſcenes, what rapt'rous graces*ſhin&y" 
Live in each leaf, and breathe in every line | 
W hat ſacred beauties beam throughout the whole,, 
To charm the ſenſe, and ſteal upon the ſoul! - 
In claſſic elegance, and thoughts his own, 
We ſee our faults, as in a mirror, ſhown: 
Each truth, in glaring characters expreſt, 
All own the.twin-reſemblance in their breaſt : 
His eaſy periods, and perſuaſive page, 
At once amend, and entertain the age: 
Nature's wide fields all open to his view, 
He charms the mind with fomething ever new :: 
On fancy's pinions, his advent'rous ſoul 
Wantons unbounded, and pervades the whole: 
From death's dark caverns in the earth below, 
'To ſpheres, where planets roll, or comets glow. 
See him explore, with more than human eyes,, 
The dreary ſepulchre where Granville lies: 
Converſe with ſtones, or monumental brats, 
The rude inſcriptions, or the painted glaſs : 
To gloomy vaults deſcend with awful tread, 
And view the filent manſions of the dead. 
To gayer ſcenes he next adapts his lines, 
Where laviſh nature in embroid'ry ſhines: 
The jeſs'mine groves, the woodbine's fragrant bow 19g. 
With all the painted family of flow'rs :. 
There, Sacharifa ! in each fleeting grace, 
Read all the tranſient honours of thy face. 
With equal dignity, now ſee him riſe 
To paint the ſable horrors of the ſkies ;. 
When all the wide horizon lies in ſhade, 


And midnight phantoms ſweep along the glade : 


_ 
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All nature huſt'd—a ſolemn ſilence reigns, 

And ſcarce a breeze diſturbs the ſleeping plains. 
Laſt, yet no leſs in majelty of phraſe, 

He draws the full orb'd moon's expanſive blaze; 

The waving meteors, trembling from on high, 

With all the mute artill'ry of the ſky : 

Syſtems on ſyſtems, which in order roll, 

And dart their lambent beams from pole to pole. 
Hail, mighty genius! whoſe excurſive ſoul 

No bounds confine, no limits can controul : 

W hoſe eye expatiates, and whoſe mind can rove, 

Through earth, through æther, and the realms above: 

From things inanimate can direct “ the rod, 

In juſt gradation, to aſcend to Gop. 

Taught by thy lines, ſee hoary age grows wiſe, 

And all the rebel in his boſom dies: 

Fen thoughtleſs youth, in luxury of blood, 

Fly the infectious world,” and dare be good: 

Thy ſacred truth ſhall reach th' impervious heart; 

Diſcord ſhall ceaſe, diſeaſe forget to ſmart : 

Fen malice love, and calumny commend; 

Pride beg an alms, and av'rice turn a ſriend. 
Center'd in CykIsT, who fires the ſoul within, 

The fleſh ſhall know no pain; the foul, no ſin: 

Fen in the terrors of expiring breath, 

We bleſs the friendly ſtroke, and live—in death. 


Oxferd, April 28th 1748. 
PE r ep if-. cc ERGY S 


” | By a PHYSICIAN. 


ELESTIAL meditant ! whoſe ardours riſe 
Deep from the tombs, and kindle to the ſkies; 
How ſhall an earthly bard's profaner ſtring 
Reſound the flights of thy ſeraphic wing? 
When great Er1Jan, in the fiery car, 
Flam'd viſibly to heav'n, a lining ſtar; 


A 
. In 9 28 to the caſtom of ſhowing curious objects, ail puti- 
culariſing their hg, Pro delicacies, by the Wen of a rod, 
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A ſeer remain'd to thunder what he knew, 
And with his mantle caught his ſpirit too. 

Wit, fancy, fire, and elegance, have long 
Been loſt in vicious or ignoble ſong : 
Sunk from the chaſtely grand, the pure ſublime, 
They flatter'd wealth and pow'r, or murder'd time. 
ITis thine their devious luſtre to reduce, . -  - 4 * 
To prove their nobleſt pow'r, their genuine uſe ; 
From earth-born fumes to clear their tainted flame, 
And point their flight to heav'u—from whence, they 

O, more than bard in proſe] to whom belong [came. 
Harmomous ftyle and thought, in rhymeleſs ſong z 
Oft, by thy friendly conduct, let me tread 
The ſoftly-wbiſp'ring manfions of the dead: 
Where the grim form, calcining hinds and lords, 
Grins at each fond diſtinction pride records. 
Dumb, with immortal energy, they teach; 
Lifeleſs, they threaten; mould'ring as they preach 
To each ſucceeding age, through eyery clime, 
The ſpan of life, and endlefs 5-08 If, time: 
Hence may propitious melancholy flow, 
And ſafety find me in the vaults of wo. 

While ev'ry virtue forms thy mental feaſt, 
I glow-with fair ſincerity at leaſt : 
I feel (7+y face unknown) thy heart refin'd, 
And taſte, with blits, the beauties of thy minds ©: 
Collecting clearly, mor be thy ſacred plan, | 
What reverence of Cop | what love to man! TE. 

O! when at laſt our deathleſs form ſhall riſe, _ 
And flow'rs and ſtars debit to moralize z N 
Shall then my ſoul, by thine informed, ſurvey, 
And bear, the ſplendors of eſſential day? _ 
But while my thoughts indulge the glorious ſcope, 
(My utmoſt worth beneath my humbleſt hope) 
Conſcience, or ſome exharting angel, cries, 
% No lazy wiſhes reach above the (ſkies. _ 
* Would you indeed the perfect ſcenes ſurvey, 
« And ſhare the triumphs of unbounded day; 
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« His love-diffufive life with ardor live; 


% And die like this divine contemplative.” 


London, Fu) gens 1748. 
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By a PHYSICIAN. 


O form the taſte, and raife the nobler part, 
To mend the morals, and to warm the heart; 
To trace the genial ſource, we nature call, 
And prove the Gop of nature friend of all. 
Hervey for 2% his mental landſcape drew, 
And ſketch'd the whole creation out to view. 

Th' enamel'd bloom, and variegated flow'r, 
Whoſe crimſon changes with the changing hour; 
The humble ſhrub, whoſe fragrance ſcents the morn, 
With buds diſcloſing to the early dawn ; 

The oaks that grace Britannia's mountains“ ade, 


And ſpicy Lebanon's ſuperior “ pride; 


All loudly Sov*RfGN ECT LILENCE proclaim, 
And animated worlds confeſs the ſame. 
The azure fields that form th' extended ky, 


The planetary globes that roll on high, 


And ſolar orbs, of proudeſt blaze, combine 
To act ſubfervient to the great defign. 


Men, angels, ſeraphs, join the gen'ral voice : 


And in the Lorp of nature ALL rejoice, 

His, the great Winter's venerable guiſe, 
Its ſhrouded glories, and inſtructive ſkies 
His, the ſnow's plumes, that brood the fick'ning blade; 
His, the bright pendant, that impearls the g glade, 
The waving forctt, or the whiſp'ring brake, 


The ſurging billow, or the fl:eping lake. 


The $aME, who pours the beautics of the ſpring, 
Or mounts the whirlwind's deſolating wing. 


The saug, who (miles in nature's peaceful form, 


Frowns i ia the tempeſt, and directs the ſtorm. 
85 "Tis 


. The cedar. + Referring to the IV, inter- Piece. 
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"Tis thine; bright teacher, to improve the age, 
»Tis thine, whoſe life's a comment on thy page, 
Thy happy page l whoſe periods ſweetly flow, 
Whoſe figures charm us, and whoſe colours glow. 
Where arle/s piety pervades the whole, 

Refines the genius, and exalts the ſoul. 

For, let the witling argue all he can, 

It is religion ſtill that makes che man. 

"Tis this, my friend, that ſtreaks our morning bright; 
"Ts this that gilds the horrors of our night. 

When wealth forſakes us, and when friends are few; 
When friends are faithleſs, or when foes purſue: 
*Tis i that wards the blow, or ſtills the {mart ; 
Diſarms affliction, or repels its dart; 

Within the breaſt bids pureſt rapture riſe ; 

Bids ſmiling conſcience ſpread her cloudleſs ſkies. 

When the ſtorm thickens, and the thunder rolls, 
When the earth trembles to th' affrighted poles; 
The virtuous mind, nor doubts nor fears affail z 
For ſtorms are zephyrs, or a gentler gale. 

And when difeaſe obſtructs the lab'ring breath, 
When the heart ſickens, and each pulſe is death 
Fen then religion ſhall ſuſtain the juſt, 

Grace their laſt moments, nor deſert their duſt, 


Auguſt 5th, 1748. 
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8 ſome new far attracts th' admiring Gght, | 
His ſplendors pouring thro' the fields of light, 


W hole nights, delighted with th' unuſual ys: | 
On the fair heav'nly vi/itent we gaze: 

So thy fam'd volumes ſweet ſurpriſe impart z 
Mark d by all eyes, and felt in ev'ry heart. 
Nature, inform'd by thee, new paths has trod, 
And riſes Here, a preacher for her God; 

By fancy's aids, myſterious heights ſhe tries, 
And lures as, by our men to the ſkies, 


To 


3 th, Bb 
To deck thy e colled ed graces throng, 
Bold as the pencib's tinte, yet ſoft as ng. 
In themes, how rich thy vein ! how pure thy choice! 
Tranſcripts of truths, own'd clear from ſcripture's 
Thy judgement theſe, and piety atteſt, [voice : 
'Tranſcripts—read only fairer in thy breaſt. F 
There, what thy works would ſhew, we beſt may ſee ; 
And all they zeach in doctrine, lives in thee. | 
Oh might they live —Our pray'rs their ſtrife 
But thy fix'd languors yield us ſad. preſage. [engage 
In vain ſkill'd med'cine tries her healing art: 
Diſeaſe, long foe, entrenches at thy heart. 
Yet on new labours ſtill thy mind is prone, . 
For a world's good too thoughtleſs of thy own. 
Active, like day's kind orb, life's courſe you run, 
Its ſphere ſtill glorious, though a ſetting /un, 
| Redemption opes thee wide her healing plan, 
Health's only balm, her ſov'reign'ſt gift to man. 
Themes ſweet like theſe thy ardors, freſh, excite : 
Warm at the ſoul, they nerve thy hand to write 
Make' thy try'd virtues in their charms appear, 
Patience, tais'd hope, firm faith, and love ſincere ; 
Like a big conſtellation, bright they glow, 
And beam out lovelier by thy n7ght of wo. 
Known were thy merits to the public long, 
Ere own'd thus feebly in my humble ſong. 
Damp'd are my fires; my heart dark cares depreſs ; 
A heart, too feeling from its own diſtreſs. 
Proud on thy friendſhip, yet to build my fame, 
I gain'd my page “ a ſanction from thy name. 
Weak theſe returns (by gratitude though led) 
Where mine ſhall in thy fav'rite leaves be read. 
Yet o'er my conſcious meanneſs hope prevails z 
Love gives me merit, where my genius ſails. 
On its ſtrong baſe my ſmall deſert I raiſe, 
Averſe to flatt'ry, as unſkill'd to praiſe, | 
Miile- End. Green, MOSES BROWNE. 
Hieb. 23, 1749. | 2 OE 


* SUNDAY-THOUGUTS, 


1 L xi J | 
HENCE flow theſe ſolemn ſounds ? this rap- 
| tur'd ſtrain ? 4 
Cherubic notes my wond'ring ear detain ! 
Yet 'tis a mortal's voice: 'tis Herver ſings : 
Sublime he ſoars on Contemplation's wings : 
In ev'ry period breathes ecſtatic thought. 
Hervey, twas heav'n thy ſacred leſſons taught. 
Celeſtial viſions bleſs thy ſtudious hours, 
Thy lonely walks, and thy ſequeſter'd bow'rs. 
What fav'ring pow'r, diſpenſing ſecret aids, 
Thy cavern'd cell, thy curtain'd couch, pervades ? 
Still hov'ring near, obſervant of thy themes, | 
In whiſpers prompts thee, or inſpires thy dreams? 
Ixx sus! effulgence of paternal light! 
*Z Ineffably divine ! ſupremely bright! 
Whoſe energy according worlds atteſt, 
Kindled theſe ardours in thy glowing breaſt. 
We catch thy flame, as we thy page peruſe ; 
And faith in ev'ry object JIxsus views. 
We in the bloomy breathing garden trace 
Somewhat—like emanations of his grace: 
Yet muſt all ſweetneſs and all beauty yield, 
Idume's grove, and Sharon's flow'ry fla, 
Compar'd with JxsUs : meanly, meanly ſhows 
The brighteſt lily, ſaint the lovelieſt roſe. 
Divine inſtructor ! lead through midnight glooms 
To moralizing ſtars, and preaching tombs : 
Through the ſtill void a Saviour's voice ſhall break, 
A ray from Jacob's Star the darkneſs ſtreak : 
To him the faireſt ſcenes their luſtre owe; 
His cov'nant brightens the celeſtial bow; 
His vaſt benevolence profuſely ſpreads 
The yellow harveſts and the verdant meads. 
Thy pupil, Hervey, a Redeemer finds 
In boundleſs oceans, and in viewleſs winds : 
He reins at will the furious blaſts, and guides 
The rending tempeſts, and the roaring tides. 
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a gave, my ſoul, thy welfare to his truſt : 


Who rais'd the world, can raiſe thy fleeping duſt ! 

He will, he will, when nature's courſe is run, 

Midſt falling ſtars, and an extinguiſh'd ſun ; 

He will, with myriads of his ſaints appear. 

O may I join them, though the meaneſt there! 
Though nearer to the throne my Herver ſings; 

Though I at humbler diſtance ſtrike the itrings 


Yet both ſhall mingle in the ſame employ, 
Both drink the fulneſs of eternal joy. 


Clerkenwell: Green, JOHN DUIK. 


Feb. 24. 1749. 
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HAT numbers of our race ſurvey 
The monarch of the golden day, 

Night's ample canopy unfurPd, 
In gloomy grandeur round the world, 
The earth in ſpring's embroid'ry dreſt, 
And ocean's ever-working breaſt! 
And {till no grateful honours rife 
To Him who ſpread the ſpacious ſkies, 
Who hun,, this air-ſuſpended ball, 
And lives, and reigns, and ſhines, in all! 

To chaſe our ſenſual fogs away, 
And bright to pour th” eternal ray 
Of Deity, inſcrib'd around | 
Wide nature to her utmoſt bound, 
Is Hemkvey's taſk : and well his fill 
Celeſtial can the taſk fulfil : 
Aſcending from their ſcenes below, 
Ardent the Maker's praiſe to ſhow, 
His ſacred contemplations ſoar, 
And teach our wonder to adore. | 

Now he ſurveys the realms beneath, 
"The realms of horror, and of death; 
Now entertains his vernal hours 
- In flow'ry walks, and blooming bow'rs; 


(xv ] 
Now hails the black-brow'd night, that brings 
Ethereal dews upon her wings 
I. marks the planets, as they roll (ar 30M 
On bu: ing axles round the pole: 
W hile mb, and flow*rs, and ſhades, and lars, 
Unveil their ſacred characters 
Of juſtice, witdom, pow'r, and love ; 
And lift the ſoul to realms above, 
Where dwells the God, in glory crown'd, 
Who ſends his boundleſs influence round. 
So Jaccb, in his bliſsful dreams, 
Array'd in heav'n's refulgent beams, 
Saw from the ground a ſcale arife, 
Whoſe ſummit mingled with the ſkies; 
Angels were pleas'd to paſs the road, 
The itage to earth, and path to God. 
Hervey, proceed : for nature yields 
Freſh treaſure in her ample fieldsz ' 
And in ſeraphic ecſtaſy, 
Still bear us to the throne on high. 
Ocean's wide wonders next explore, 
His changing ſcenes and ſecret ſtore 
Or let dire Larthquake claim thy toll, 
£erthquake, that ſhakes a guilty ie. 
So, if ſmall things may ſhadow forth, 
Dear man, thy labours, and thy worth, 
'The bee upon the flow'ry lawn 
Imbibes the lucid drops of dawn, 
Works them in his myſterious mould, 
And turns the common dew to gold. 
London, THOMAS GIBBONS, 
May 26. 1750. 
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ELIGHTFUL author! whom the ſaints inſpire 
And whitp'ring angels with their ardors fire | 
From yeuth like mine, wilt thou accept of praiſe ? 


Or {mile with candour on a ſtripling's lays 
B 2 My 


3 } 

My little laurel (but a ſhoot at moſt) 

Has hardly more than one ſmall wreath to boaſt. 
Zuch as it is—(ah ! might it worthier be!) 
Its ſcanty foliage all is due to THEE. 

Oh! if, amongſt the honours of thy brow, 
This ſlender circlet may but humbly grow; 
If its faint verdure happly may find place 
A. foil to others—though its own diſgrace z 
Accept it, HERVkV, from a heart ſtncere; 
And, for the giver's ſake, — the tribute wear. 

Thy ſoul- improving works perus'd, what tongue 
Can hold from praiſe, or check tl? applauſing ſong? 
But, ah! from whence ſhall gratitude obtain 
Language that may its glowing zeal explain ? | 
How to ſuch wondrous worth adapt a ſtrain? 
Deſcrib'd by thee, cold ſepulchres can charm ; 
Storms, calm the ſoul; and freezing winter, warm. 
Clear'd from her gloomy ſhades, we view pale night 
Surrounded with a blaze of mental light. 

Lo! where ſhe comes! all Glent ! penfive ! flow! 
On her dark robe unnumber'd meteors glow ! 
High on her head a ſtarry crown ſhe wears! 
Bright in her hand the lamp of reaſon bears! 
Smiling—behold ! ſhe points the ſoul to Heav'n, 
And bids the weeping ſinner be forgiv'n! 

But when thy fancy ſhifts this ſolemn ſcene, 
And ruddy morning gilds the cheerful green ; 
With ſudden joy we view the proſpect chang'd, 
And bluſhing ſweets in beauteous order rang'd. 

We ſee the violets; ſmell the dewy roſe, 
And each perfume that from the woodbine flows. 
A boundleſs perfpective there greets our eyes: 
Rich vales deſcend, and verdant mountains riſe. 

he ſhepherds cottages, the rural folds; 

All that thy art deſcribes, the eye beholds ! 

Amazing limner ! whence this matchleſs pow'r 2 
Thy work's a garden !—eyery word, a flow'r! 
Thy lovely tints almoſt the bloom excel, 

And none but nature's ſelf can paint ſo well! 
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Hail, holy man |—henceforth thy work ſhall ſtang 
Like ſome fair column by a maſter-hand, | 
Which, whilſt it props, adorns the tow'ring pile) 


At once to grace, and elevate our e. 


Though ſimple, lofty ; though majeſtic, plain; 
Whoſe bold defign the rules of art reſtrain. 

In which the niceſt eye ſees nothing wrong: 
Though poliſh'd, juſt; and * though Reon 
St George Meoleſworth, 


June 24.1750. 
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N Pleaſure's lap the muſes long have lain, 160 
And hung, attentive, on her Siren ſt rain: 
Still toils the bard beneath ſome weak delign⸗ 
And puny thought but halts along the line: +; 
Or tuneful nethings, ſtealing on the mind, 
Melt into air, nor leave a trace behind. 
While to thy rapt'rous proſe, we feel, belong 
The ſtrength of wiſdom, and the voice of long: 5 
This lifts the torch of ſacred truth on high, 
Aud points the captives to their native ſky. 
How falſe the joys, which earth or ſenſe inſpires, 
That clog the ſoul, and damp her purer fires! | 
Fruths, which thy ſolemn ſcenes, my friend, declare, 


| Whole glowing colours paint us as we are. 


Yet not moroſely ſtern, nor idly gay, 
Dull melancholy reigns, or triiles ſway; 
Ill wou'd the ſtrains of levity befit, 


And ſullen gloom but fadden all thy wit : 


Truth, Judgement, ſente, imagination, join; 
And cv'ry mule, and ev'ry grace, 1s thine, 
Religion prompting the true end of man, 
Conſpiring genius executes the plan; 

Strong to convince, and elegant to charm, 
Plaintive to melt, or paſſionate to warm. 
Rais'd by degrees, we elevate our aim, 5 
And grow immortal as we catch thy lame; — 
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True piety informs our languid hearts, 

And all the vicious, and the vain departs. 

So, when foul ſpreading fogs creep ſlowly on, 

Blot the fair morn, and hide the golden ſun 

Ardent he pours the boundleſs blaze of day, 

Rides through the ſky, and ſhines the miſt away. 

O! had it been the Almighty's gracious will, 

That I had ſhar'd a portion of thy (kill; 

Had this poor breaſt receiv'd the heav'nly beam, 

Which ſpreads its luſtre through thy various theme; 

That ſpeaks deep leſſons from the ſilent tomb, 

And crowns thy garden with freſh-ſpringing bloom; 

Or, piercing through creations ample whole, | 

Now ſoothes the night, or gilds the flarry pole; 

Or marks how Winter calls her howling train, 

Her ſnows and ſtorms, that defolate the plain; 

With thee the muſe ſhould trace the pleaſing road, 

That leads from nature up to nature's Gop ; + 

Humble to learn, and, as ſhe knows the more 

Glad to obey, and happy to adore. 
Northampton, PETER WHALEY. 

Aug. 25. 1750. | AS 
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Picture, by the Rev. MR Nixon, Rector of 
Cold Higham in Northampton, 


ILLIAMs, 'tis yours to bid the canvas wear, 
By art illuſive, Herver's form and air. 

O! with like happy labour could I'trace- 

Each virtue, each exalted Chriſtian grace, 

Each heav'nly gift with which his ſoul was bleſt, 

And fix the bright aſſemblage in my breaſt: 

Then how Eds HER far would be my plan! 

Jou paint, his mimic ſhade ;—1'd live the man. 


The following lines were wrote on MR Hexver's: 


Miſs R T 


MADAM, 


HESE Reflections, the ons on the 
deepeſt, the oTHER on the gaye/? ſcene 

of Nature, when they proceeded privately 
from the pen, were addreſſed to a Lady of 
the moſt valuable endowments : who crown- 
ed all her other endearing qualities, by a 
fervent love of CurisT, and an exemplary 
conformity to his divine pattern. She, alas! 
lives no longer on earth ; unleſs it be in the 
| honours of a diſtinguiſhed character, and in 
the bleeding remembrance of her acquaintance. _ 


IT is impoſſible, Madam, to wiſh you a rich» 
er bleſſing, or a more ſubſtantial happineſs, 
than that the ſame ſpirit of unfeigned /aith,, 

the ſame courſe of undefiled religion, which 
| have enabled her to triumph over death, may 


both 
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DEDICATION. 
both animate and adorn your life. And you 
will permit me to declare, that my chief in- 
ducement in requeſting your acceptance of the 
following Meditations, now they make a pub- 
lic appearance from the preſs, is, that they 
are deſigned to cultivate the ſame ſacred prin- 
ciple, and to promote the fame excellent prac- 
tice. 


Loxc, Madam, may you bloom in all the 
vivacity and amiableneſs of youth, like the 
charming ſubject of one of theſe Contempla- 
tions. But, at the ſame time remember, that 


with regard to ſuch inferior accompliſhments, 


you muſt one day fade (may it prove ſome very 


remote period!) like the mournful objects of 


the other. This conſideration will prompt you 
to go on, as you have begun, in adding the 
meekneſs of wiſdom, and all the beauties of holi- 
neſs, to the graces of an engaging perſon, and 
the refinements of a polite education. 


AND might——O ! might the enſuing hints 
furniſh you with the leaſt aſſiſtance, in proſe- 


.cuting ſo defirable an end ; might they con- 


tribute, in any degree, to eſtabliſh your faith, 
0 os or 
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DEDICATION. xxi 
or elevate your devotion; they would then 
adminiſter to the Author ſuch a ſatisfaction, as 
applauſe cannot give, nor cenſure take away: 
A ſatisfaction, which I ſhould be able to en- 
joy, even in thoſe awful moments, when all 
that captivates the eye is ſinking in darkneſs, 
and every glory of this lower world diſappear- 
ing for ever. 7 


Tuksk wiſhes, Madam, as they are a moſt 
agreeable employ of my thought, ſo they come 
attended with this additional circumſtance of 
pleaſure, that they are alſo the ſincereſt ex- 
preſſion of that very great eſteem, with which 
I am, 


MaDAM, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Moſt humble Servant, 


Weſton-Favel, near 
Northampton, 
May 20. 1746. 


JAMES HERVEY, 
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ADVERTIS E MEN I 
TO THE THIRD EDI;TION. 


2 MUST intreat the purchaſers of the for- 

mer editions, to excuſe the freedom I have 
taken, in making ſeveral conſiderable additions 
to this. It has been done at the perſuaſion of 
ſome judicieus friends, who apprehended the 
Piece might be more uſsful, and lejs unworthy of 
the public patronage, if it touched uon ſome very 


intereſting ſubjects hitherto omitted. As I had 


no views, but to render the performance more 
pleaſing and ſerviceable ; no reader, I hope, will 
be offended at my practice, or complain of it as 
injurious. Nevertheleſs, as I would willingly 
avoid whatever mizht jeem to ſtand in need of an 
AroLocy, I deſire leave to declare, That no 
future enlargements, or alterations, ſhall be fil 
Fered to depreciati what, with the deepeſt gra- 


titude for their paſt encouragement, I now commit | 


to the candour of the Se 
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HF firſt of theſe occahonal meditations begs 
leave to remind my readers of their /att#r 
end, and would invite them to ſet, not their houſes 
only, but, which is inexpreſſibly more needful, their 
ſouls, in order; that they may be able, through all 
the intermediate ſtages, to look forward upon their 
approaching exit, without any anxious apprebenſrons ; 
and, when the great change commences, may bid a= 
dieu to terreſtrial things, with all the calmneſs of a 
cheerful reſignation, with all the comforts of a well- 
grounded faith. 

The other attempts to ſketch out ſome little traces 
of the all-/ifirrency of our Rewerrner, for the grand 
and gracious purpotes of everlaiting falvation ; that 
a ſenſe of his unutterable dignity, and infinite per- 
feQtions, may incite us to regard him with ſentiments 
of the moit profou und de neration ; to long tor an af. 
ſured intereſt in his merits, with all the ardency of 
deſire ; and to trult in his pawerrul mediation, with 
an afiance not to be ſhaken by any temptations, not 
to be {harc with any performances of our own. 

J flatter myſelf, that the th oughts concerved amo 1g 
the mb, may be welcome to the ſerious and humane 
mind : becauſe, as there are few who have not cone 
ſigned the remains of ſore dear rel/ntizns, or honours 
ed friends, to thoſe ſilent repoſitories 3 fo there are 
none but muſt be ſenſible, that this is te houſe ap- 
printed for all lis VIng 5 and that they tizemſelves are 
| ſhortly to remove into the ſame ſo lemn manſions. —-— 
And who would not turg alla, for a While, from the 


moſt 


8 


K&x1V PREFACE. 


moſt favourite amuſements, to view the place where 


his once- loved companions ly Who would not ſome- 


times ſurvey thoſe apartments, where he himſelf is to 
take up an abode, till time ſhall be no more ? 

As to the other little eſſay, may I not humbly pre- 
ſume, that the very ſubjeCt itſelf will recommend the 
remarks? For who is not delighted with the prof- 
pect of the blooming creation, and even charmed 


with the delicate attractions of flowers? Who does 


not covet to aſſemble them in the garden, or wear 
them in a noſegay? Since this is a paſſion fo uni- 
verſal, who would not be willing to render it pro- 
duCtive of the ſublimeſt improvement? — This piece 
of holy frugality J have ventured to ſuggeſt, and en- 
- deavoured to exemplify, in the ſecond letter; that 
while the hand 1s cropping the tranſient beauties of 
a flower, the attentive mind may be enriching itſelf 
with ſolid and laſting good. And I cannot but en- 
tertain ſome pleaſing hopes, that the niceſt taſte may 
receive and reliſh religious impreſſions, when they are 
conveyed by ſuch lovely monitors : when the inſtruc- 
tive leſſons are found, not on the.leaves of ſome for- 
midable felzo, but ſtand legible on the fine ſarcenes of 


a narciſſus ; when they ſavour not of the lamp and re- 


cluſe, but come breathing from the fragrant boſom of 
a jonguil, 
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FYCCASION of the meditations, 3.— Solitary walk 
: in a church, 38.— Handſome altar- piece; gratitude 
cCelebrated, 39.—8Solomon's temple ; his noble ſentiments 
at the dedication ; the paſſage illuſtrated, ibid. The Holy 
- Ghoſt dwelling in our hearts ;—a rich privilege ; an obli- 
ion to holineſs, 41.— The floor covered with funeral 
inſcriptions, 43.—Wiſdom of . meditating on our latter 
end, ibid. Promiſcuous lodgement, and amicable agree- 
ment of corpſes, ſuggeſt humility and concord, 44. - Mo- 
nunient of an infant; its fortunate circumſtances z ſuperior 
felicity of ſurvivors, 46.—Monument of a youth; grief of 
the parents; mitigated or aggravated by the proſpe& of 
the inviſible ſtate ; exhortation to educate children religi- 
ouſly, 48.— Monument of a young man, cut off in his 
prime; how unexpected and affliftive the ſtroke ; the frail- 
ty of all ſublunary happineſs, 50. Reflections on the three 
preceding exits; the uncertainty of life; call to be always 
ready, 53.— This farther-urged from the inſtance of a per- 
fon killed by a misfortune ; nothing caſual, but all ordered 
by Providence, 54.—Caſe of a lady, who died in child- 
bed; her character: with regard to earthly things, we 
know not what is really deſirable, or truly good: re- 
marks on Mrs SToxeyouss's monument, in the great 
church at Northampton, 58.—A religious father taken 
from his young family; — ou a dying bed 
: their 


o 
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their ſupport in a fatherleſs ſtate, 63.—- Monument of 2 
middle aged perſon, immerſed in buſineſs; diſappoint- 
ment of his ſchemes; his dying acknowledgements; the 


 folly-of-worldly mindedneſs; very bitterneſs in the end, 
67.— The graves of the aged; the difficulties and hazard 


of a late repentance; youth entreated to enter upon a 
courſe of holineſs without delay, 70. The ſingular wiſ. 
dom and felicity of the righteous; the reſt of their bo- 
dies; the calmneſs of their departure; the ſafety of their 
diſembodied ſouls; their delightful ſituation till the 
Judgement day, 73. — Monument of a warrior, ſlain in 
battle; reflections on the death of ChRisr, that it was 
voluntary, foreſeen, undergone for enemies; vas moſt 
torturous, lingering, and ignominious, 79.—The mean- 
neſs of being obliged to a monument for perpetuating 
our names: author's wiſh for himſelf; true — 19 
eternizing our characters, 8 1.— The vault ; its awful. 

ſpect; grandeur in abaſement; the vanity of pleaſures, 
honours, and. riches, 8 3.— The clock ſtrikes; a warning 
to. redeem the time, 87. — The wonderful change whi 

fakes: place in the tomb, diſplayed in ſeveral particulars, 


$8.—+Solilogquy of a lover; admonition to the ladies; 


true beauty af the, fair ſex, 90.—8Sin the cauſe of our: 
diſſalut ion, 92.— Subject of mortality brought home to 
our own caſe ; incitement to improve life; this the beſt 
embalming, 93. View of our Saviour's ſepulchre; his 
lying in the grave has ſoftened it for his people; faith in 
bis dying love diſarms death, 95. — The reſurrection of 
the righteous; their meeting the Judge; their accept- 
ance at the great tribunal, o8.—-Sicknel, ſin, and death, 
deſtroyed ; bliſs; or [miſery unchangeable; -: obſervation on 


eternity, 99. The wicked; the anguiſh of their laſt 


Hekneſs; no hope but from the religion they. deſpifed ; 
that very precarious; the horror of their diſſolution 3 
this the beginning of ſorrows; their treatment in the in- 


viſible world; reſerved to the judgement of the great 


day, 102.— They riſe, though reluctant; are diſtracted 
with terror; covered with contempt; condemned to end- 
Jeſs wo, 105. — To be inſtrumental in ſaving our fellow- 
weature from this miſery, the trueſt — benevo- 
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tence, 107. -A reflection on the vaſt importance of theſe 
truths; a perſuaſive to act under the believing confidera- 
tion of them; enforced by the inexpreſſible neceſſity of 
preparing for them, ii4.—The whole cloſes. with, a vie 
of the preſent ſecurity, and future glory, of the righteous, 
F 5 e 
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£ 


XXJ/ALK in the garden; ſummer-morning ; a: ſoaring 
| lark, invitation to early riſing, 114.—Vaſtneſs f 
the heavens, greater extent of divine mercy, 115. The ſun 2 
its riſing glories ; noble emblem of Curisr, in its enlight- 
euing, fructifying, cheering, and extenſive influences, 116. 
—Dews ; their tranſient brightneſs; their refreſhing na- 
ture; their immenſe number; difficult paſſage in the Pſalms 
eleared up, 123.— The various, but harmonious, procedure 
of providence and grace, 127,—View' of the country, and 
tits principal productions; particularly of an orchard, and 
Ekitchen- garden; chiefly- characterized as uſeful, 129.— 
Cnxisr made and recovered, upholds and actuates all; ad- 
dreis to mankind on this occaſion, 135. Obſervations cone 
tracted to the garden; fields of literature left for the ſtudy 
of the Bible, 139.—Fragrance of flowers; its fugitive na- 
ture, another motive to ſhake off ſloth; the delightful ſen- 
ſation it creates, _ faint repreſentation of Cx iss ſacrifice z 
all our performances polluted, this the cauſe of our accept» 
ance,.141,—Colours of flowers, how perfect in every kind.; 
with what ſkill diſpoſed ; fineneſs of the flowery texture 
inducement to truſt in providence, 143.—The : folly of 
ride in dreſs; our true ornaments diſplayed, - 145— 
Flowers naturally inſpire delight; what pleaſure mult, 4+ 
riſe from the . beatific viſion, 147.—Solomon picture 
out the bleſſed Jesvs by the : moſt, deligate; flowers 
beauties in, the creature, lead us to the Creator, 149 
Diverſity of flowers, in their airs, habits, attitudes, and 
Jineaments; wiſdom of the Almighty Maker; the. per» 
lection and ſimplicity of his operations, 15 1.—Differ- 


n CONTENTS. 


ence between individuals of the ſame ſpecies ; emblem of 
the ſmaller differences among Proteftants, 154.—Regular 
ſnccefſion of flowers; fome of the choiceſt ſets deſcribed ; 
pleaſing effects produced by this piece of ceconomy ; a be- 
nevolent' Providence apparent in conducting it, 156.— This 
Seantiful diſpofition, and indeed all that is admirable in the 
creation, referred to CMRIST as the Author; to conſider 
the things that are made in this view, has excellent influ- 
ence on our faith and love, 160. The ſtructure of flowers 
ſo correct, could not be altered but to their prejudice; the 
time of their appearing, chofen with the niceſt precaution 
theſe circumſtances, a ſtriking argument for reſignatioꝶ to 
the difpoſals of Heaven, 164. Quotations from Caſimir 
and Juvenal tranſlated, 165.—A favourite tenet of Mr 
Pope's rightly ſtated, 168.—The brute creatures unaffect- 
ed with the fine properties of flowers: Their fine qualities 


: 
pecuharly intended to delight mankind : All things conſti- | 
tuted with a particular regard to our advantage; this an 2 
endearing obligation to gratitude ; but the moſt engaging 4 
mative, is the gift of an immortal ſoul, 168.—Remark on 
the notion of a great poet, 171.—The cultivated garden, | 
am image of a well nurtured mind; addreſs to perſons con- 
cerned in the education of youth, 174.— Flowers in the | 
bud; figurative of a niggdfd ; flowers in full expanſion, ex- 
preffive of a benevolent diſpoſition, 177.—Sun-flower ; its 
remarkable attachment to the ſun ; ſuch ſhould be our ad- 
herence'to the Saviour, 178.— Paſſion- flower; its deſerip- 
tion; with a religious improvement, 181.—Senfitive plant; 

. ſhrinks from every touch; ſuch ſnhould be our folicitous 
care to avoid fin, 185.—The delicacy of flowers; and 
eoarſeneſs of their roots; the ennobling change of our bo- 
dies at the reſurrection; this ſhould reconcile us to the 
thoughts of diffolution, 187.—Paſlage from Theocritus z *' 
the perfections of flowers ſoon decay; the charms of com- 
plexion ſcarce more laſting, 188.— Inſtances of tranſitory _ 
 eontitwuance in the nobleſt flowers; the honours of the fu: 
ture ſtate unfading, 191.— All the delights of the flowery 
feafon paſs away; the celeſtial entertainments know no end, | 
191, —Not flowers only, but the moſt durable things in na- 
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ture, are periſhing ; their felicity ſtable, who. haye Gon 
for their portion, 193.— Retreat into an arbour ; practice 
of St Auguftine, pattern for our imitation, 195.—Cool- 
'Z Heſs of this ſhady ſituation; the inſufferable heat that rages 
abroad: our ſafety in all the dangers of life, and amidſt 
the terrors of eternal judgement, if ſheltered by the Rez 
deemer's ptotedion, and intereſted in his merits, 101d. 
The bees; their ingenuity ; their induſtry ; ſet an example 
for the author, 197.— A diſtant proſpe& of the whole 
ſcene, with its various decorations, reminds the beholder of 
= heaven; its glories not to be deſcribed, but moſt paſſionate: 
h) deſired, 198. | ME 
7 | RE (2369554 172 „ 
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T NESIGN. of the whole, 203.—Angels, ' 205,<The 
4x viſible. Heavens, ibid.—Stars, 206. Comets, 207. 
e Planets, ibid.—-Sun, 208. — Moon, 209.—-Thundersy 
- wid.—Lightnings, 210.— Clouds, wintry and vernal, 211. 
Rainbow, 213.—Storms and tempeſts, ibid. —Peſtilence, 
214.— Heat and cold, ibid. — Ocean, 215. Mountains, 
216. Woods and ſhrubs, ibid. Vine and fruit- trees, ibid. 
— Meadows and fields, 217.— Mines and jewels, ibid. 
Fountains and rivers, 218.— Birds, ibid. — Bees, 219. 
Silk-worm, 220.—Cattle, and creatures in every element, 
222.— General chorus of praiſe, 223. 


.-.,, ConTEMPLATIONS on THE Nicur, Vor. II. 


* Delightful evening- walk ; the unmoleſted evjoy⸗ 
ment of ſuch pleaſures, owing to our late victory 


* 


over the rebels, 13—16.— The ſetting ſun, 16.— TW. 


light; its uſefulneſs; ſerious conlideration, 18.— The. 
dewy coolneſs; its beneficial influence on nature; re- 
turns of, ſolitude equally uſeful to man, 19.— Angels our 
ſpectators; Gop ever preſent ; comfortable improvement 
of this truth, 21.— The day ended; the ſwiftneſs, tha 
Mortneſs of time; the * to be done while it laſts; 
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to uander it away, the moſt deſtructive extravagance, 
— The profound filence, 28.—Univerſal ceſſation of but 
neſs, 30.— The variations of nature, pleaſing and advan- 
tageous, 32.—Darkneſs; the obliging manner of its tak- 
ing place; wild beaſts of the defart, and favages in human 
ſhape, make uſe of this opportunity, 34.—Darkneſs ren- 
ders the leaſt ſpark viſible ; yet ſteals from our fight all the 
lovely diſtinctions of things, 37.—Sleep ; its cheering na- 


ture; the gift of heaven; fine preparatives for its approach; 


the kindneſs of Providence in guarding our ſlumbers, 39.— 

reams; their unaccountable oddneſs; many people's wak- 
ing thoughts no leſs chimerical, 43.—A very ſingular, and 
very happy cirumſtance, attending ffeep and dreams, 4 5.— 

boſts; our unreaſonable timorouſneſs on this occaſion ; 
the true object of fear; the reality and deſign of appari- 
tions, deducted from a paſſage in Job, 49.— The owl; its 
gloomy diſpoſition ; unholy perſons incapable of reliſhing 
the delights of heaven, 52.—Owl ſcreaming, ſuppoſed to 
be a token of death; the many real preſages of this great 


change; due preparation pointed out, and preſſed, 54.— 


The nightingale ; her charming ſong ; entertains the lovers 
of retirement; how to have a ſweeter melody in our own 
breaſts, 57.—The-very different cireumſtances of mankind, 
particularly of the gay, and the afflicted ; addreſs to the 
devotees of mirth and ſenſuality, 58.— The glow-worm, 
and ignis fatuus ; the pleaſures of the world, and powers 
of unenlightened reaſon, 61.—A comet; imagined to be 
the forerunner of judgements ; lieent iouſnefs abounding in 
a nation, a much more formidable omen; the diſtemper a- 
mong the cattle, 63.—Northern lights ; the panic they oc- 
caſion; the general conflagration, 66.— The moon rifing, 
brightens as ſhe advances; ſuch ſhould be our moral con- 
duct, 67.—Moon opens a majeſtic ſcene ; how worthy our 
admiration, 69.—Moon, a moft ſerviceable appendage to 
our globe, 71.— Moon ſhines with derivative light; Chri- 


ians receive their all from their Saviour, 72. Moon al- 


ways varying; the things of this world liable to perpetual 
vieiſſitudes; our own righteouſneſs unequal and imperfect; 


eur Repazues's complete, and always the ſame, 1 yo 3 
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Moon under an eclipſe; gazed at by multitudes; . the faults of 
eminent perſons ſeldom eſcape obſervat ion, 78.— Moon rer 
flected by the ocean; the virtues of perſons in diſtinguiſhi- 
ed ſtations, influential on others, 79. Moon actuates the 
ſea ; the everlaſting joys of heaven attract and refine the 
affections, 80.— Prayer a reaſonable ſeryice ; praiſe a de- 
lightful duty; with devout recollections proper for the 
night, 81. 3 1 1 . 
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CoNnTEMPLATIONS ON THE STarky-Heavens 


ALK on the ſummit of a hill, 89.—The advancing 
1 night withdraws her rural proſpect; bpens the 
beauties of the fky, ibid. Fragrance of the bloomi 
beans, 90.— The heavens, a noble field for the diſplay c 
the divine perfections, 91.—Folly of judicial aſtrology: ; 
right uſe of contemplating the ſtars, 92.—A ſketch of the 
moſt remarkable diſcoveries of our modern aſtronomy, 93. 
Religion and neceſſary buſineſs, religion and innocent 
pleaſure, as conſiſtent as the annual and diurnal motions of 
the earth, 95.— The ſun, its enormous fize, 96, 97. 


: - Stars, the centres of ſyſtems; their inconceivable diſtanee, 


908.—The other ſkies furniſned with other ſtars, ibid. The 
greatneſs of the Creator, 99.—The preceding obtervatians 
inculcate humility, 100.—Shew the littlenefs of terreſtrial 
things, #1d.—The ftupendous condeſcenfion of Gob, in 
his gracious regards to the children of men, 102.— The 
prodigious heinouſneſs of human guilt, 105. -The richneſs . 
of Cuxisr's atonement, and its complete ſufficiency for the 
moſt deplorable caſes of fin and miſery,” 107. —The power 
of Gov manifeſted in the ſtarry heavens; this the Chriſti- 
an's conſtant ſafeguard and fure reſource, r 10.—The miſer- 
able condition of the ungodly, who have Omnipotence for 
their enemy, 114.— The, unwearied patience of this Al- 
mighty Being, 115.— The wiſdom of Gov diſplayed in the 
ſkies ; ſubmiſſion to his diſpenſations, even when they feemr 
moſt frowning and ſevere; all ſpringing from love, and wilÞ. 
terminate in good, 116.— The goodneſs of Gon, N 

Eni is rough 


e CONTENTS 
through the vaſt ſyſtem of created thingy'; but far more It. 
taRriouſly exemplified" in the work of redemption ; the for- 
mer view gives a moſt amiable, the latter a perfectly raviſh- 
ing idea of the divine beneficence, 121. The purity of Gov, 
faintly repreſented hy the unſpotted firmament : the defile- 
ment of ſinful man; the'immaculate excellence of this Sure- 

ty, 127.— The unmeaſurable dimenſtons of the ley ; the great 
er extent of the divine bounty and mercy ; the laſt of theſe 
ſubjects, being ſo peculiatly comfortable to ſinners, conſidered 
ſomewhat copiquſly, 131.— What fuſtains the arch of hea- 
ven, and ſupports the globes it contains; the ſame inviſible 
hand upholds the Chriſtian in his courſe, 138. — The faith- 
fuldeſs of Gop pourtrayed, in the ſtability of the-heavenly 
badies and perpetuity of their motions; the unreaſonable- 
neſs of bur: unbelief; motives to an aſſured (faith, 142. 
Various attributes of the divine nature appear, with a glim- 
mering light, in the celeſtial luminaries; all ſhine forth with 
the fulleſt luſtre in Cuxisr Jesvs, 145.— The dipnity of 
prayer, and happineſs of having Gop-for our portion, 149. 
— Thbe- horrible: ingratitude, and deſtructive perverſeneſs, of 
living without Gop. in the world, 151 —All the rolling 
worlds on high, punctually obedient. to their Maker's or- 
ders; are a pattern, in this reſpect, and a provocative to 
the rational creation, 152.— The gradual appearances of 
ſtars ; and a progreſſive ſtate of a true converſion, 159.— 
The multitude of ſtars, eſpecially in the galaxy; the more 
attentively furveyed, the greater number diſeovered: this 
applied to the unſearchable treaſures of wiſdom in the ſerip- 


tures, of merit in CurisT, of blifs in heaven, 160.— Tbe 


celeſtial bodies diſpoſed in ſuch a manner, as to be delight- 
ful and ſerviceable to man; adorn his abode, and meaſure 
his time: a ſilent admonition this, to improve the talent, 


162.—Brightneſs of the ſtars; ericouragement to fidelity in 


the miniſterial office, 163. Polar ſtar; its invariable fitua- 


tion; guide to the ancient mariners; ſueh the word of Goos 


to our ſouls ;- perſuaſive to follow its unerring dictates, 166. 
Variety in the magnitude, and ifplendor of the ſtars ; dif- 
ferent degrees in the world af glory; yet all the bleſſed com- 

pletely happy, 168. Projection and attraction, the grand 
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inciples that actuate the planetary ſyſtem: faith and love, 
55 much the ſame proportion, in the economy of Chri- 
ſtianity, 169.— The admirable effects, and extenſive influe 
ences of attraction; the agency of the Hol Gwosr on 
the human mind, 171.—Vaſlt gradation in the ſcale . of. 
beings; all are objects of the divine care, and full of the” 
divine preſence, 174.— The ſurpaſſing worth of an immor- 
tal ll; a ſolicitude for its final welfare urged, 181.,—An 
unthinking view of the ſkies is affecting; much more a ra- 
tional and devout one, 182.— The ſcantineſs of our know- 
ledge, with regard to the celeſtial bodies; after all our 
ſearch, they are objects of admiration, rather than of ſci- 
ence z exhortation to ſuch purſuits, as are of eaſy attain- 
ment, and will be of everlaſting advantage, 183.—Short 
recapitulation of the whole; and an hymn of praiſe, ſuited 
to the occaſion, 184, 185. 


N. B. It may ſeem unaccountable to an unlearned reader, 
that aftronomers ſhould ſpeak ſuch amazing things ; and ſpeak 
them with ſuch an air of aſſurance ; concerning the diffances 
and magnitudes, the motions and relations of the hcavenly bo- 
dies, I world defire ſuch a perſon to conſider the caſe of 
ECLIPSES, and with what exa#xeſs they are calculated. 
They are not only foret:ld, but th: very inflant of their begin- 
ning is determined. The preciſe time of their continuance is aſ= 
* ſigned, almoſt to the nicety of a mov ent; and what ts ſtill more 
* ſurpriſing, for ih. ſpace of hundreds or thouſands of years ts 
come. As this is a matter f fa#, abſolutely indiſputable 5 it 
is alſo very obvious, yet ſolid demonſlrati:n, that the ps inciples 
of ſcience, on which thoſe calrulations proceed, are not mere 
conjefure, or precarious ſuppoſition ; but have a real, a cer- 
tain foundation, in the nature and conflitution of things. + 
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A WInTER. Pixcr. 


TNTRODUCTION, 189.——Shortneſs of the Wine 
ter's day, 190. Inceſſant rain, producing a flood, 
191,——Tempeſt ; its effects, at land, by ſea, 193. 


Pitchy | 


xxx CONT E NTS. 
Pitchy darkneſs} riding in it, 195. Thick rime, 199. 
Keen froſt, and ferenity of weather, 201. Severe cold, 

and piereing winds, 203. Deep ſnow, 205. — General 
thaw, 207. —Ever-greens, 208.—Storm, of hall, 209.— 
Rainbow, ibid. Ms 
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Every ſtone that ae look upon in this Repoſitory of paſt 
Ages, it both an Entertainment, and a Monitor. 
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2 LETTER TO A LADY. 


MAD AM, Ng 
RAVELLING lately into Cornwall, 1 
4 happened to alight at a conſiderable village 
zn that county; where, finding myſelf under an 
unexpected neceſſity of ſtaying a little, I took a 
walk to the church“. The doors, like the heaven 
to which they lead, were wide open, and readily ad- 
mitted an unworthy ſtranger. Pleaſed with the op- 


portunity, I reſolved to ſpend a few minutes under 
the ſacred roof. 


In a ſituation ſo retired and awful, I could not 
avoid falling into a train of meditations, ſerious and 
Vol. I. „ mournfully 


* had named, in ſome former editions, a particular church, viz 
KILKHAMPTON 3 where ſeveral of the monuments, deſcribed in the 
following pages, really exiſt, But, as I thought it convenient to men- 
ion ſome caſes here, which are not, according to the beſt of my re- 
membrance, referred to in any inſcriptions there; I have now omitted 
the name, that imagination might operate more freely, and the improve 
ment of the reader be conſulted, without any thing that ſhould look 
like a variation from the truth of fa@. | | 


38 MEDITATIONS 

mournſully pleaſing. Which, I truft, were in ſome 
degree profitable to me, while they poſſeſſed and 
warmed my thoughts; and if they may adminiſter | 
any ſatisfaction to 5%, Madam, now they are re- 
collected, and committed to writing, I ſhall receive 
a ſreſh pleaſure from them. 


It was an ancient pile; reared by hands, that, 
ages ago, were mouldered into duſt.—Situate in 
the ceritre of a large burial-ground ; remote from all 
the noiſe and hurry of tumultuous life.—The bod 
ſhaerious, the ſtructure M the whole magnificently 
plain. A row of regular pillars extended themſelves 
threuagh the midſt; and ſupported the roof with 
fimplicity, and with dignity.—The light, that paſ- 
ſed through the windows, ſeemed to ſhed a kind 
of Iuminous obſcurity; which gave every object a 
grave and venerable air. — The deep ſilence added 
to the gloomy aſpect, and both heightened by the 
lonelieneſs of the place, greatly increaſed the /o/emmnity 
of the /cene.—A ſort of religious dread ſtole inſenſibly 
on my mind, while I advanced, all penſive and 
thoughtful, along the inmoſt aiſle. Such a dread as 
huſhed every ruder paſſion, and diſſipated all the gay 


images of an alluring world. 


Having adored that eternal Majefly, who, far 
from being conſined to temples made with hands, 
has heaven for his throne, and the earth for his foot- 
itool I took particular notice of a handſome allar- 
prece, preſented, as I was afterwards informed, by 
the maſter-builders of Stow“; out of gratitude, I 
preſume, 


*The name of a noble ſeat, belonging to the late Earl of 
Path, remarkable formerly for its excellent workmanſhip, and 
elegant furniture; ence the principal reſort of the quality and 
gentry of the welt; but now demoliſhed, laid even with the 

ground, 
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preſume, to that gracious God, who carried them 
through their work, and enabled them to“ bring 


„forth their top-ſtone with joy.“ 


O! how amiable is gratitude ! eſpecially when it 
has the ſupreme Benefactor for its object. I have 
always looked upon gratitude, as the moſt exalted 
principle that can actuate the heart of man. It has 


. ſomething noble, diſintereſted, and (if I may be 


allowed the term) generouſly devout. Repentance 
indicates our nature fallen, and prayer turns chieily 
upon a regard to one's ſelf. But the exerciſes of 
gratitude ſubſiſted in paradiſe, when there was no 
fault to deplore; and will be perpetuated in heaven, 
when “ God fhall be all in all.” | 6 
| 2 

The language of this ſweet temper is, ** I am 
„% unſpeakably obliged : what return ſhall I make?“ 
—And, ſurely, it is no improper expreſſion of 
an unfeigned thankfulneſs, to decorate our Creator's 
courts, and beautify “ the place where his honour 
% dwelleth.” Of old, the habitation of his feet 
was glorious: let it not, now, be ſordid or con— 
temptible. It muſt grieve an ingenuous mind, and 
be a reproach to any people, to have their own 
houſes wainſcotted with cedar, and painted with 
vermilion ; while the temple of the Lord of hoſts is 
deſtitute of every decent ornament. 


Here I recollected, and was charmed with So- 
lomon's fine addreſs ro the Almighty, at the dedica- 
tion of his famous temple. With immenſe charge, 
and exquiſite ſkill, he had erected the moſt rich and 
finiſhed ſtructure, that the ſun ever ſaw. Yet, up- 
on a review of his work, and a reflection on the 
tranſcendent perfections of the Godhead, how he 

VE 2 exalits 


ground, and ſcarce one ſtone left upon another. — So that corn ma- 
grow, or nettles ſpripg, where Stow lately ſtood. 


| 


40 MEDITATIONS 
exalts the one, and abaſes the other! The building 
was too glorious for the mightieſt monarch to inha- 
bit; too ſacred for unhallowed feet even to enter; 
yet infinitely too mean for the Deity to reſide in. 
It was, and the royal worſhipper acknowledged it 
to be, a molt marvellous vouchſafement in un- 
created excellency, to“ put his name there.” The 
whole paſſage breathes ſuch a delicacy, and is ani- 
mated with fuch a /ub/tmity of ſentiment, that I can- 
not perſuade myſelf to paſs on without repeating it. 
* But will Gd indeed dwell ot earth? Behold ! the 
heaven, and haven of heavens, cannot contain thee 
how much leſs this houſe that I have builded In- 
comparable ſaying ! worthy the wiſeſt of men. Who 
would not choofe to poſſeſs ſuch an elevated devotion, 
rather than to own all the glittering materials of 
that ſuniptuous edifice ? . 
We 


* x Kings viii. 27. But will—A fine abrupt beginning, moſt 
figniticantly deſcribing the amazement and rapture of the royal 
prophet's mind! Cd: He uſes no epithet, where writers of in- 
Ferior difcernraent would have been fond to multiply them; but 
ſpeaks of the. Deity, as an incomprehenſible Being, whoſe per- 
ſections and glories are exalted above all praiſe.— Dell: To be- 
ow on ſinful creatures a propitious look, to favour them with a 
tranſient viſit of kindneſs, even this were an unutterable obliga- 
tion : Will he then vouchfafe to fix his abode among them, and 
take up his ſtated reſidence with them — Indeed A word, in this 
connexion, peculiarly emphatical; expreſſive of a condeſcenſion, 
wonderful and extraordinary almoſt beyond all credibility.—Zeheld : 
intimating the continued, or rather the increaſing ſurpriſe of 
the ſpeaker, and awakening the attention of the hearer.—Be- 
bold ! the hauen: The ſpacious concave of the firmament, that 
wide extended azure circumference, in which worlds unnumbered 
perform their revolutions, is too ſcanty an apartment for the God- 
head. —— Nay, the heaven of heavens: thoſe vaſtly higher tracts, 
which lie far beyond the limits of human ſurvey, to which our very 
thoughts can hardly ſoar; even theſe (unbounded as they are) 
cannot afford an adequate habitation for Jeuovan : even theſe 


dwindle into a point, when compared with the infinitude of his 


eſſence! even theſe “ are as nothing before him.“ - How much lefs 


proportionate is this poor diminutive ſpeck, which 1 have been 


erecting and embelliſhing, to ſo auguſt a Preſence, fo immenſe a 
Majeſty ? | | 


AMONG THE TOMBS. 4 r 
We are apt to be ſtruck with admiration at the 
fatelineſs and grandeur of a maſterly performance in 
architecture; and, perhaps, on a ſight of the an- 
cient ſanctuary, ſhould have made the /uperjicial ob- 
ſervation of the diſciples, What manner of ſtones, 
« and what buildings, are here | — But what a no- 
bler turn of thought, and juſter taſte of things 
does it diſcover, to join with Iſrael's king, in cele- 
brating the conde/cenſion of the divine Inhabitant ! 
That the high and lofty One, who fills immenſity 
with his glory, ſhould, in a peculiar manner, fix 
his abode there] ſhould Here manifeſt an exrraor- 
dinary degree of his benedictive preſence ; permit 
ſinful mortals to approach his Majeſty, and promiſe 
% to make them joyful in his houſe of prayer!“ 
—this ſhould more ſenſibly affect our hearts than 
the moſt curious arrangement of ſtones can delight 
our eyes. | 
Nay, the everlaſting God does not diſdain to dwell 
in our ſouls, by his holy Spirit; and to make even 
our bodies his temple.— Tell me, ye that frame 
critical judgments, and balance nicely the diſtinc- 
tion of things, “ Is this moſt aſtoniſhing, or moſt 
« rejoicing '”—He humbleth himſelf, the ſcripture 
aſſures us, even to behold the things that are in 
heaven *. It is a moſt condeſcending fayour, If 
HE pleaſes to take the leaſt approving notice of an- 
gels and archangels, when they bow down in ho- 
mage from their celeſtial thrones : will he then gra- 
ciouſly regard, will he be united, mot intmately unit- 
eld to poor, polluted, breathing duſt ?-O! unparal- 
leled honour! Invaluable privilege! Be this my 
portion, and I ſhall not covet crowns, nor envy con- 
querors. | 
But let me remember, what a /an&ity of diſpo- 
ſition, and wuprightneſs of converſation, ſo exalted a 
35 relation: 


* Pſalm cxili, 6, 
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relation demands: Remember this, “ and rejoice 
« with trembling.” ———Durſt I commit any ini- 
quity, while I tread theſe hallowed courts ? Could 
the Jewiſh High: Prieſt allow himſelf in any known 
tranſgreſſion, while he made that ſolemn yearly 
entrance into the holy of holies *, and ſtood before 
the immediate preſence of JEHovan ? No, truly. 
In ſuch circumſtances, a thinking perſon muſt ſhud- 
der at the moſt remote ſolicitation to any wilful 
offence. I ſhould now be ſhocked at the leaſt in- 
decency of behaviour, and am apprehenſive of every 
appearance of evil. And why do we not carry this 
Holy jealouſy into all our ordinary life? Why do we 
not, in every place, reverence ourſelves t; as perſons - 
dedicated to the Divinity, as living temples of the 
Godhcad ? For, if we are real, and not merely 
nominal Chriſtians, the Gon of glory, according to 
his own promiſe, davells in us, and walks in us 4. — 
O! that this one doctrine of our religion might 
operate, with an abiding efficacy, upon our conſci- 
ences! It would be inſtead of a thouſand /aws, to 
regulate our conduct; inſtead of a thouſand motives, 
to guicken us in his holineſs. Under the influence 
of ſuch a conviction, we ſhould ſtudy to maintain a 
purity of intention; a dignity of action; and to 
walk worthy of that tranſcendent majeſtic Being, 
who admits us to a fellowſhip with himſelf, and 

with his Son JESsus CHRIST. 
The 


* Heb. 14 7 
4 —.— — — ty de KA; txt > ao, 

was the favourite maxim of Pythagoras, and fuppoled to be one 
ot the beſt moral precept« ever given to the Heathen world. With 
_ what ſuperiour force, and very ſingular advantage, does the ar- 
gument take place in the Chriſtian ſcheme! where we are taught 
to regard ourſelyes not merely as intellectual beings, that have reaſen 
for our monitor, but as conſecrated creatures, who have a Gop of 
tic moſt conſummate perfection ever with us, ever in us. 

} 2 Cor. vi. 16. | 
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The next thing which engaged my attention, was 
the lettered floor : The pavement, ſomewhat like Eze- 
kiel's roll, was written over from one end to the 
other. I ſoon perceived the compariſon to hold 
good in another reſpect; and the inſcriptions to be 
matter of © mourning, lamentatinn, and wo. They 
ſeemed to court my obſervation ; filently inviting 
me to read them.—And what would theſe dumb 
monitors inform me of ?—* That beneath their 
é little circumferences, were depoſited ſuch and 
« ſuch pieces of clay, which once lived, and mov- 
“ ed, and Zalked : that they had received a charge 
« to preſerve their names, and were the remain- 
« ing truſtees of their memory.” 

Ah! faid I, is ſuch my ſituation? The adorable 
Creator around me, and the bones of my fellow- 
creatures under me! Surely, then, I have great 
reaſon to cry out, with the revering patriarch, How. 
dreadful is this place lb Seriouſneſs and devotion 
become this houſe for ever. May I never enter it 
lightly or irreverently ; but with a profound awe, 
and godly fear |! 

Oh ! that they were wiſe ! © ſaid the inſpired pen- 
man. It was his laſt wiſh for his dear people: he 
breathed it out, and gave up the ghoſt.—But what 
is wiſdom ? It confiſts not in refined ſpeculations, 
accurate reſearches into nature, or an univerſal ac- 
quaintance with hiſtory, The divine lawgiver ſet- 
tles this important point in his next aſpiration : O5 
that they under/lood this! that they had right appre- 
henſions of their ſpiritual intereſts, and eternal con- 
cerns | that they had eyes to diſcern, and inclinati- 
ons to purſue, the things which belong to their 
peace | —But how ſhall they attain this valuable 
knowledge? I ſend them not, adds the illuſtrious. 
teacher, to turn over all the volumes of W 


2 Ezek. ii. Io. b Gen. xxvili. 17. 
Deut. Ai. 299. | 
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they may acquire, and much more expeditiouſly, this 
ſcience of life, by conſidering their latter end. This 
ſpark of heaven is often loſt under the glitter of 
pompous erudition, but ſhines clearly in the gloomy 
manſions of the tomb. Drowned is this gentle 20% 
per amidſt the noiſe of mortal affairs; but ſpeaks 
diſtinctly in the retirements of ſerious contempla- 
tion.—Behold ! how providentially I am brought to 
to the /chool of wiſdom! a The grave is the moſt 
faithful maſter 3» and theſe inſtances of mortality, 
the moſt inſtructive leſſons. —Come then, calm atten- 
tion, and compoſe my thoughts; come, thou cele/- 
tial Spirit, and enlighten. my mind; that I may ſo 
peruſe theſe awful pages, as to * become wiſe unto 
„ ſalvation.” 5 | 


Examining the records of mortality, I found the 
memorials of a promiſcucus multitude. © They were 
huddled, at leaſt they reed together, without any 
regard to rank or ſeniority, None were ambitious 
of the uppermoſt rooms, or chief ſeats, in this 
houſe of mourning. None entertained fond and 
eager. expectations of being honourably greeted in 
their darkſome cells. The man of years and experi- 
ence, reputed as an oracle in his generation, was 
content to lie down at the feet of a babe. In this 
houſe appointed for all living, the ſervant was e- 
qually accommodated, and lodged in the ſame ſtory, 
with his maſter. 'The poor indigent lay as ſoftly, 
and flept as ſoundly, as the moſt opulent prſſeſſor. 

5 5 All 


4 The man how wiſe, who ſick of gaudy ſcenes, 
Is led by choice to take his fav'rite walk 
Beneath death's gloomy, ſilent, cypreſs ſhades, 

Unpierc'd by vanity's fantaftic ray! . 

To read his monuments, to weigh his duſt, 

Viſit his vaults, and dwell among the tombs! 
| Night Thoughts, 
N Porr. 


Miſta ſenum ac ju venum denſantur ſunera. Hos. 


* 
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All the diſtinction that ſubſiſted, was a graſſy hil- 
lock, bound with oſiers; or a ſepulchral ſtone, or- 
namented with imagery. 


Why then, ſaid my working thoughts, Oh ! why 
ſhould we raiſe ſuch a mighty ſtir Soup ſuperiority 
and precedence, when the next remove will reduce 
us all to a ſtate of equal meanne/s ? Why ſhould we 
exalt ourſelves, or debaſe others; ſince we muſt all 
one day be upon a common level, and blended to- 
gether in the ſame undiſtinguiſhed duſt? Oh! that 
this confideration might humble my own, and o- 
thers' pride; and fink our imagznations as low, as 
our habitation will ſhortly be ! 


Among theſe confuſed relics of humanity, there 
are, without doubt, perſons of contrary intereſts, 
and contradicting ſentiments : But death, like fome 
able dayſman, has laid his hand on the contending. 
parties, and brought all their differences to an“ a- 
micable concluſion. Here enemies, ſworn enemies, 
dwell together in unity. They drop every embit- 
tered thought, and forget that they once were foes. 
Perhaps, their crumbling bones mix, as they moul- 
der; and thoſe who, while they lived, ſtood aloof 
in irreconcileable variance, here fall into mutual 
embraces, and even incorporate with each other in 
the grave.—Oh ! that we might learn from theſe 
friendly aſhes, not to perpetuate the memory of in- 
juries ; not to foment the fever of reſentment ; nor 
cheriſh the turbulence of paſſion ; that there may be 
as little animoſity and diſagreement in the land of 
the living, as there is in the congregation of the 
dead I—zBut I ſuſpend for a while ſuch general ob- 
ſervations, and addreſs myſelf to a more particular 
inquiry. | 

Yonder 


* Ti motus animorum, atque hec certamina tanta, 
Putvers exigui jactu compreſſa quieſcent. Viks. 
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Yonder white fone, emblem of the innocence it 
covers, informs the beholder, of one, who breathed 
out its tender ſoul almoſt in the inſtant of receiving 
it.— There the peaceful infant, without ſo much as 
knowing what labour and vexation mean, ““ hes 
66 ſtill and is quiet; it ſleeps and is at reſt.” Stay- 
ing only to waſh away its native impurity in the la- 
ver of regeneration, it bid a ſpeedy' adieu to time, 
and terreſtrial things.—W hat did the little haſty ſo- 
journer find, ſo Drbidding and diſguſtful in our 
upper world, to occaſion its precipitant exit? It is 
written, indeed, of its ſuffering Saviour, that when 
he had taſted the vinegar mingled with gall, he 
would not drink: | And did our new-come ſtran- 
ger begin to / the cup of life; but perceiving the 
bitterneſs, turn away its head, and refuſe the draught? 
Was this the cauſe why the wary babe only opened 
its eyes; Juſt looked on the light; and then with- 
drew into the more inviting regions of undiſturbed 
repoſe ? | ogg 
Happy voyager; no ſooner launched, than arriv- 
ed at the haven! But more eminently happy 
they, who have paſſed the waves, and weathered all 
the ſtorms of a troubleſome and dangerous world ; 
who, © through many tribulations, have entered 
into the kingdom of heaven ;z” and thereby brought 
honour to their divine Convoy, adminiitered comfort 
to the companions of their toil; and left an inſtruc- 


tive example to ſucceeding pilgrims. 


Highly favoured probationer ! accepted without 
being exerciſed ! It was thy peculiar privilege, not 
to feel the {lighteſt of thoſe evils, which oppreſs thy 
8 1 ſurviving 


* Job iii. 13. I Matth. xxvil. 34. 


a Happy the babe, who privileg'd by fate 
To ſhorter labour, and a lighter weight, 
Receiv'd but yeſterday the gift of breath, 
Order'd to-morrow to return to death. 

TD Pro's Sol. 
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furviving kindred ; which frequently fetch groans 
from the moſt manly fortitude, or moſt elevated 
faith. The arrows of calamity, barbed with anguiſh, 
are often fixed deep in our choiceſt comforts. The 
fiery darts of temptation, thot from the hand of hell, 
are always flying in ſhowers around our integrity. 
To thee, ſweet babe, both theſe diſtreſſes and dan- 
ers were alike unknown. | | 
Conſider this, ye mourning parents, and dry up 
your tears. Why ſhould you lament, that your 
little ones are crowned with victory, before the 
ſword was drawn, or the conflict begun ?—Perhaps, 
the ſupreme Diſpoſer of events foreſaw ſome inevit- 
able ſnare of temptation forming, or ſome dreadful 
florm of adverſity impending. And why thould you 
be ſo diſſatisfied with that Lind precaution, which 
houſed your pleaſant plant, and removed into ſhelter 
a tender flower, before the thunders roared ; before 
the lightnings flew ; before the tempeſt poured its 
rage ?—O remember! they are not 4%, but taken 
away from the evil to come. „ 
At the ſame time, let ſurvivors, doomed to bear 
the heat and burden of the day, for their encourage- 
ment, reflect, —that it is more honourable to have 
entered the liſts, and to have fought the good fight, 
before they come off conquerors. They wWwho have 
borne the croſs, and ſubmitted to afflictive providences, 
with a cheerful reſignation ; have girded up the loins 
of their mind, and performed their Maſter's vill, 
with an honeſt and perſevering fidelity ;—theſe, 
having glorified their Redeemer on earth, will pro- 
bably be as fars of the firſt magnitude in heaven. 
'They will ſhine with brighter beams, be repleniſh- 
ed with ſtronger joys, in their Lord's eyerlaſting 
kingdom. EL, | 
353 - Here 
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Here lies the grief of a fond mother, and the 
blaſted expectation of an indulgent father. —The | 
youth grew up, like a well-watered plant; he ſhot 
deep, roſe high, and bid fair for manhood : but juſt 
as the cedar began to tower, and promiſed ere long 
to be the pride of the wood, and prince among the 
neighbouring trees :—behold ! the axe is laid unto 
the root; the fatal S ſtruck; and all its branching | 
honours tumbled to the duſt.— And did he fall alone? 
No: The hopes of his father that begat him, and 
the pleaſing proſpects of her that bare him, fell, and 
were cruſhed together with him. | 
Doubtleſs, it would have pierced one's heart, to 
have beheld the tender parents following the breath- 
leſs youth to his long home : perhaps, drowned in 
tears, and all overwhelmed with ſorrows, they ſtood, | 
like weeping ſtatues, on this very ſpot. .—-Methinks, 
I fee the deeply diſtreſſed mourners attending the 
ſad ſolemnity : how they wring their hands, and | 
poue floods from their eyes !—lIs it fancy? or do 

really hear the paſſionate mother, in an agony of 
affliction, taking her final leave of the darling of her 
foul? Dumb ſhe remained, while the awful obſe-⸗ 
quies were performing ; dumb with grief, and lean- 
ing upon the partner of her woes. But now the 
inward anguiſh ſtruggles for vent ; it grows too big 
to be repreſſed. She advances to the brink of the 
grave. All her ſoul is in her eyes. She faſtens one 
look more upon the dear doleful object, before the 
pit ſnuts its mouth upon him. And as ſhe looks, 
the cries ; —in broken accents, interrupted by many 
a riſing ſob, ſhe cries, —* Farewel, my ſon! my | 
« fon j my only beloved! Would to God I had | 
« died for thee !—Farewel, my child! and fare- 


« wel, all my earthly happineſs !|—I ſhall never 


c more ſee good in the land of the living.— At- 
« tempt not to comfort me,—I will go +” 
| | 46 2a 
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« alf my days, till my gray hairs come down, with 
« ſorrow, to the grave.” ; 

From this affecting repreſentation, let parents be 
convinced, how highly it concerns them to cultivate 
the myral;, and ſecure the immortal intereſis of their 
children. If you really love the offspring of your 
own bodies; if your bowels yearn over thoſe amia- 
ble pledges of conjugal endearment ; ſpare no pains z 
give all diligence, I entreat you, to“ bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Loxp.” 
Then may you have joy in their life, or conſolation 
in their death. If their ſpan is prolonged, their un- 
blameable and ufeful conduct will be the ſtaff of 
vour age, and a balm for declining nature. Or, if 
the number of their years be cut off in the mult, 
you may commit their remains to the duſt, with 
much the ſame comfortable expectations, and with 
infinitely more exalted views, than you fend the 
{urvivors to places of genteel education. You may 
commit them to the duſt, with cheering hopes of 
receiving them again to your arms, inexpreſſibly im— 
proved in every noble and endearing accompliſh 
ment, | 

It is certainly a /evere trial, and much more af- 
flictive than I am able to imagine, to reſign a lovely 
blooming creature, ſprung from your own loins, to 
the gloomy receſſes of corruption, Thus to reſign 
him, aſter having been long dandled upon your 
knees, united to your affections by a thouſand ties 
of tenderneſs, and now become both the delight of 
your eyes, and the ſupport of your family Ito 
have ſuch an one torn from your boſom, and thrown 
into darkneſs, doubticts, it muſt be like a dagger in 
your hearts. — But, O]! how much more cutting 
to you, and contounding to the child, to have the 
toul ſeparated from God; and for ſhameful ignorance, 
or early impiety, conſigned over to places of eternal 
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torment! How would it aggravate your. diſtreſs, | 


and add a diſtracting emphoſis to all your ſighs, it | 


you ſhould follow the pale corpſe with theſe bitter | 
reflections “ This dear creature, though long | 
© ago capable of knowing good from evil, is gone | 


« out of the world, before it had learned the great 
« deſign of coming into it. A ſhort-lived, momen- 


be tary exiſtence it received from me | but no good | 


« inſtructions, no holy admonitions, nothing to 


© further its well-being in that everlaſting ſtate, 


ce upon which it is now entered. The por body is 
« conſigned to the coftin, and carried out to con- 


©« ſume away, in the cold and filent grave. And 
cc what reaſon have 1 to ſuppoſe that the precion; 


« fer] is in a better condition? May I not- juſtly R 
“fear, that, ſentenced by the righteous Judge, it i 


e is going, or gone away, into the pains of endleſs 
« puniſhment ?—Perhaps, while I am beawazling its 


« untimely departure, it may be cur/ing, in utter 
© darkneſs, that ever to be deplored, that moſt ca- 


„ lamitous day, when it was born of ſuch a care- 
«© leſs, ungodly parent, as I have been.“ 
Nothing, I think, but the gnawings of that worm 


which never dies, can equal the anguifh of theſe | 


£4, 8 - 


+ 4 


ſelf-condemning thoughts. The tortures of a rack 


muſt be an eaſy ſuffering, compared with the ſtings Þ 
and horror of ſuch a remorſe. —How earneſtly do I R 
wiſh, that as many as are entruſted with the manage- 
ment of children, would take timely care to pre- 
vent theſe intolerable ſcourges of conſcience, by en- | 
deavouring to conduct their minds into an early know- 


Fdge of Chriſt, and a cordial /zve of his truth! 


On this hand is lodged one, whoſe. ſepulchral | 
ſtone tells a moſt pitiable tale indeed! Well may if 
the little images, reclined over the fleeping aſhes, f 
hang down their heads with that penſive air! None 
can conſider ſo mournſul a tory, without Ferns 

ome 
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ſome touches of ſympathiſing concern. — His age 
twenty-eight; his death funden; himſelf cut down 
in the prime of life, amidit all the vivacity and vi- 
gour of manhood :; while © his breaſts were full of 
« milk, and his bones moiſtened with marrow.” — 
Probably he entertained no apprehenſions of the 
evil hour. And indeed, who could have ſuſpected, 
that fo bright a ſun ſhould go down at noon? To 
human appearance, his hill ſtood ftrong. Length 
of days ſeemed written in his ſanguine countenance, 
He ſolaced himſelf with the proſpect of a long, long 
ſerics of earthly ſatisfactions.— When, lo! an un- 
expected ſtroke deſcends ! deſcends from that migh- 
iy arm, which © overturneth the mountains by their 
„roots; and cruſhes the imaginary hero, “ before 
the moth;” as quickly, and more eaſily, than 
our — preſs ſuch a feeble fluttering inſect to 

death, | 
Perhaps, the nyo] joys were all he thought on. 
Were not ſuch the breathings of his enamoured 
ſoul? © Yet a very little while, and 1 ſhall poſſeſs 
© the utmoſt of my withes. I ſhall call my charm- 
er mine; and in her enjoy whatever my heart can 
„ crave.”—lIn the midſt of ſuch inchanting views, 
had ſome faithful friend but ſoftly reminded him of 
| E 2 an 


Job iv. 12. Wy WH S.— 4d inſtar, ad modum, Tinac. I re- 
tain this interpretation, both as it is molt ſuitable to my purpoſe, and 
as it is patron,zed by ſome eminent commentators; eſpecially the ce- 
lebrated Schulrens, Though I cannot but give the preference to the 
opinion of a 1adicious fried, who would render the paſſage more li- 
tcrally, Bere the face of a meth; making it to repreſent a creatufe ſo 
excecdinaly mad, that even a moth flying againſt it may daſh it to 
pics, —— Winch, befides its cloſer correſpondence with the exact, im- 
port of the Hebrew, preſents us with a much finer image of the moſt. 
extreme 1mbecili:y. For it certainly implies a far greater degree of 
weakneſs, to be cruſhed by the feeble flutter of the feebleſt creature, 
than only to be cruſhed as eaſily as that creature, by the hand of 


man.---The French verſion is very expreſſive and beautiful; d la ren» 
cente d un vermiſſeau. | 
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an opening grave, and the end of all things ; how 
1111 eaſcnable would he have reckoned the admonition | 
Vet, though all warm with life, and rich in viton- 
ary bliſs, he was cven then tottering upon the brink 
of both. —Drcadful viciſſitude! to have the bridal “ 
ſeſtivity turned into the Zuneral ſolemnity. Deplo— 
rable misfortunc! to be ſhipwrecked in the very 
haven! and to periſh even in fight of happineſs ! 


What a memomble proof is here of the frailty ci 


man, in his bejlt eflate! Look, O, look on this mo- 
nument, ye gay and careleſs Attend to this date; 
and boaſt no more of to-morrow ! 

Who can tell, but tlie bride-maids, girded with 
gladneſs, had prepared the marriage-bed ! had deck- 
ed it with the richeſt covers, aud dreſted it in pil— 
lows of down! When-——Oh! truſt not in youth, 
or ſtrength, or in any thing mortal; for there is 
nothing certain, nothing to be depended on, be- 
neath the unchange cable. Gon——YNeath, relentleſs 
eleath, is making him another kind of bed in the 
duſt of the earth. Unto this he muſt be convey- 
ed, not with a ſplendid proceſſion of joyerus attend- 


ante; but ſtretched in the glcomy kearſr, and ſol- 


kd by a train of mourners. On this he muſt 


take up a lonely lodging, nor ever be releaſed, till 


% the heavens are no more.”—lIn vain does the 
conſenting fair-one put on her ornaments, and ex- 
pect her ſpouſe. Did ſhe not, like Siſera's mother, 
look out of he littice; j chide the delays of her be— 
loved 1; 


* A diſtreſs of this Kind is painted in very afſectiog colours by: 


Pliny, in an epiſtle to Marecllinus: O trifle plane acerbrmque fonts { 
O morte iſiſu mori is te mpus indienivs !. Fam dc Mui eral cgi jtevent ; 
jam eletlus nuptiarum dies; jam nos adwvocat!.” Or N dium qua mu rose 
onutatum: eſt . / Non [ofſium exprimere dei his, quantum aim, vun, acces 
perim, quam audivi {urdanum iþfum (ut milla ludtuoſu dlor inven't } præ- 
cipientem, quod in weſles, mar gar itas, gemmias, fact at erogaturis, bee tn 
thura, et unguenta, et ydores, impenderetur. 


Prix. Lib. v. Epiſt. 36. 
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loved; and wonder“ why his chariot was ſo long 
„in coming?“ Little thinking, that the intended 
bridegroom had for ever done with tranſitory things! 
that now everlaſting cares employ his mind, without 
one ſingle remembrance of his lovely Lucinda! 
Go, diſappointed virgin! go, mourn the uncertain- 
ty of all created bliſs! Teach thy ſoul to aſpire af- - 
ter a ſure and rmmutable felicity! For the once gay 
and gallant Fidelio ſleeps in other embraces; even 
in the icy arms of death! forgetful, eternally for- 
getful, of the world—and „ee. 


Hitherto, one is tempted to exclaim againſt the 
king of terrors, and call him capricizuſly cruel, He 
ſeems, by beginning at the wrong end of the regiſ- 
ter, to have inverted the laws of nature. Paſling 
over the couch of decrepit age, he has nipped infan- 
cy in its bud; blaſted youth in its b/oom; and torn 
up manhood in its full maturity. —Terrible indeed 


are theſe providences, yet not unſearchable the coun- 
ſels: 


Ter us they ficken, and for us they die. 


Such ſtrokes muſt not only gri-ve the relatives, 
but /urpriſe the whole neighbourhood. They ſound 
a powerful alarm to heed'eſs dreaming mortals, and 
are intended as a remedy for our carnal ſecurity. 
Such paſſing bells inculcate loudly our Lorp's ad— 
monition ; © Take ye heed, watch, and pray: for 
« ye know not not when the time is.“ — We nod, 
like intoxicated creatures, upon the very verge of a 
tremendous precipice. Theſe aſtoniſhing diſpenſa- 
tions are the kind meſſengers of heaven, to rue us 
from our pine, and quicken us into timely cir- 
cumſpeddion. I need not, ſurely, accommodate 
them with language, nor act as their interpreter. 


E 3 Jet 
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Let every one's conſcience be awake, and this will 
appear their awful meaning :“ O! ye ſons of men, 
in the midſt of life you are in death. No ſtate, 
“ nocircumſtances, can aſcertain your preſervation 
* a finyle moment. 50 /trong is the tyrant's arm, 
« that nothing can reſiſt its force; ſo !rue his aim, 
„that nothing can elude the blow. Sudden as 
„lightning, lometimes, is his arrow launched; and 
© wounds, and kills, in the twinkling of an eye. 
Never promiſe yourſelves fafety in any expedient, 
but conſtant preparation. The fatal ſhafts fly fo 
promiſcuoully, that none can gueſs the next vic- 
tim. Therefore, be ye alꝛbays ready; for in ſuch 
an hour os ze *hink not, the final ſummons com- 
cc th. . 

Be ye always ready ; for in ſuch an hour -as ye iel 
not. Important admonition! Methinks, it rever- 
berates from ſepulchre to ſepulchre; and addreſſes 
me with line upon line, precept upon precept. The 
reiterated warning, I acknowledge, is too needſul; 
viay co-operating grace render it effectual! The 
inomen:ous truth, though worthy to be engraved on 
the tables of a moſt tenacious memory, is 2225 llight- 
ly ſketched on the tranſient flow of paſhon. We ſee 
our neighbours fall : we turn pale at the ſhock; and 
feel, perhaps a trembling dread. No fooner are 
they removed from our fight, but, driven in the whir! 
of buſineſs, or lulled in the languors of pleaſure, we 
forget the providence, and neglect its errand. The 
impreſſion made on our unſtable minds, is like the 
trace of an arrow through the penetrated air, or 
the path of a keel in the furrowed wave. Strange 
{lupidity ! To cure it, another monitor beſpeaks 
me, from a neighbouring flone. It contains the 
narrative of an unhappy mortal, ſnatched from 
tis friends, and hurried to the. awful bar; with- 
out leiſure, either to tx ke a la/F farewell of the one, 
or to put up fo much as a ſingle prayer prepa- 
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ratory ſor the other; killed, according to the uſual 
expreſſion, by a ſudden ſtroke of caſualty, 
Was it then a random blow? Doubtleſs, the 
ſtroke came from an aiming, though inviſible hand. 
Gop preſideth over the armies of heaven; Gon 
ruleth among the inhabitants of the earth; and Gop 
conducteth what men call. chance. Nothing, nothing 
comes to paſs through a blind and undifcerning fa- 
tality. If accidents happen, they happen according 
to the exact foreknowledge, and conformably to the 
determinate counſels, of eternal wiſdom. The Loxp, 
with whom are the iſſues of death, ſigns the vwar— 
rant, and gives the high commiſſion. The ſeem- 
ingly fortuitous difaſter is only the agent, or the 
inſtrument, appointed to execute the ſupreme decree. 
When the impious monarch was mortally wounded, 
it ſeemed to be a caſual ſhot, A certain man drew a 
low at a venture ®,— At a venture, as he thought. But 
his hand was ſtrengthened by an omnipotent aid, 
and the ſhaft levelled by an unerring eye. So that 
what we term ca/ualty, is really providence, accom- 
pliſhing deliberate deſigns, but concealing its own 
interpolition.—How comforting this reflection! Ad- 
mirably adapted to footh the throbbing anguiſh of 
the mourners, and compole their ſpirits into a quiet 
ſubmiſſion! Excellently ſuited to diſſipate the fears 
of godly ſurvivors, and create a calm 1ntrepidity even 
zmidſt innumerable perils ! | 5 
How thin is the partition between this world 
and another! How ert the tranſition from time 
to eternity! The partition, nothing more than 
the breath in our noſtrils; and the tranſition may 
be made in the twinkling of an eye. — Poor Chre-. 
mylus, I remember, aroſe from the diverſion of a 
card-table, and dropt into. the dwellings of dark- 
neſs, One night, Corinna was all gaiety in her 
| | ſpirits, 


b 1 Kings xxii. 34. 


56 MEDITATIONS 


ſpirits, all finery in her apparel, at a magnificent 
ball. The next night, the lay pale and ſtiff, an ex- 
tended corpſe, and ready to be mingled with the 
mouldering dead.—Young Atticus lived to ſee his 
ample and commodious ſeat completed, but not to 
ſpend one joyous hour under the ſtately roof. The 
ſaſhes were hung to admit the day; but the mafter's 
eyes are cloſed in endleſs night. The apartments 
were furniſhed to afford refreſhment, or invite re- 

oſe; but their lord reſts in the more peaceſul cham 
. of the tomb. The gardens were planned, and 
a thouſand elegant decorations deſigned: but, alas! 
their intended poſſeſſor is gone down to © the place 
«© of ſkulls;” is gone down to the valley of the ſha- 
dow of death. 

While 1 am recollecting, many, I queſtion not, 
are experiencing the ſame tragical viciſſitude. The 
eyes of that ſublime Being, —who fits upon the 
circle of the earth, and views all its inhabitants with 7 
one comprehenſive glance, —even now behold many 
tents in affliction : ſuch affliction, as overwhelmed 
the Egyptians in that fatal night, when the deſtroy- 
ing angel ſheathed his arrows in all the pride of 
their ſtrength.— Some, ſinking to the floor from | 
their eaſy chair; and deaf even to the moſt pierc- 


| BL 4 : 


ing ſhrieks of their diſtracted relations. Some, 
giving up the ghoſt, as they fit retired, or lye re- 
clined under the ſhady arbour, to taſte the ſweets #® 
of the flowery icene.—Some, as they ſail, a- 
ſociated with a party of pleaſure, along the dancing 4 


ſtream, and through the laughing meads, Nor 
is the grim intruder mollified, though wine and 
mulic flow around. Some rntereepted, as they are 
returning home; and ſome znterrupted, as they en— 
ter upon an important negociation. —Home atreſted, 
with the gain of % ufiice in their hands; and ſome 
ſurpriſed in the very act of /ewdriefs, or the attempt 
of cruelty. 
N Legions, 


Yi. 
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Legions, legions of difaſters, ſuch as no prudence 
tan forcice, and no care prevent, he in wait to ac- 
compliſh our doom. A J/larting horſe may throw his 
ider; may at once daſh his body againſt the ſtones, 
and fling his foul into the inviſible- world, A act 
of chimneys may tumble into the tract, and cruſh the 
un wat) patl. mgcr under the ruins; even a ſingle 
{ile, dropping from the roof, may be = fatal as the 


{Il of the whole Brutture.—So: frail, fo very atte- 
ruated is the thread of life, that it not only bur s 
beſore the //orm, but breaks even at a breeze, The 


moſt common occutrences, thoſe from which we 
ſuſpe not the Jealt harm, may prove the weapons 
of our deſtruction. A grapes fte oue, a deſpicable fly, 
may be more mortal than Goliat h, with all 1zis for- 
midable armour. Nay, if Gon give command, 
Gur Yery comferts become Pilling. The air we 
breathe, is our bane; and the food we eat, the 
vehicle of death.,-—That laſt enemy has unuumbered 
»venues ſor his approach; yea, lies entrenched in 
cur very boſom, and holds his fortrefs in the feat 
of our life, The crimſon fluid, which diftributes 
Jerfth, is impregnated with the feeds of death“ 
eat may inſiame it, or toil oppreſs it, and make it 
deſtroy the parts it was deſigned to cheriſn. Some 
unſeen impediment may obitruQt its paflage, or ſome 
a a n violence may divert its courſe 3 in either 


of which cates, it acts the part of a porlonouls draughtag 
cr a deadly ſtab. 


Ah in wvhat feris is vain life eugag' d! 
I; hat ſlight negltfs, what trivial fuulrs deflroy 
The hardigſt frame! Of indolence, of foil 
lie die; of want, of ſ[uperfluily.  : EIT 
SL The - 
As man, perhape, the moment of his ws, 
Leceives the lurking principle of death, 
The young diſcaſe, that muſt ſubdue at I-ngth, 
Grows with his growth, and ſtrengthens with his ſtrength. 
| PoPt's Etlice. 
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The all-ſurrounding heav/n, the vital air, 


Is big vith death, 


Since then we are ſo liable to be diſpoſſeſſed of 
this earthly tabernacle, let us look upon ourſelves 
only as tenants at will; and hold ourſelves in per- 
petual readineſs, to depart at a moment's warning. 
Without ſuch an habitual readineſs, we are like 
wretches that fleep on the, top of a maſt, while a 
horrid gulf yawns, or furious waves rage below. 
And where can be the peace, what the ſatisfaction, 
of ſuch a ſtate? Whereas, a prepared condition 
will inſpire a cheerfulneſs of temper, not to be dif- 
mayed by any alarming accident, and create a firm- 
neſs of mind, not to be oyerthrown by the moſt 
threatening dangers. When the city is fortified with 


walls, furniſhed with proviſions, guarded by able 


and reſolute troops; what have the inhabitants to 
fear? what may they nc: enjoy? So, juſt fo, or 
rather by a much ſurer band, are connected the real 
taſte of life, and the confant thought of death. 

I ſaid, Our very comforts may become Billing. 
And ſce the truth inſcribed by the hand, ſealed 
with the ſignet of fate. 'I'he marble, which graces 
yonder pillar, informs me, that near it are depoſited 


the remains of Sphronia ; the much Jamented $9- 


phronia, who died in child-bed, —How often does this 
calamity happen? The branch ſhoots ; but the ſtem 
withers. The babe ſprings to light; but ſhe that 
bare him, breathes her laſt. She gives life, but 
gives it (O pitiable conſideration!) at the expence 


of her own; and becomes, at once, a mother and 


a corpſe, —Or elſe, perhaps, the expires in ſevere 
pangs, and is herſelf a tomb for her infant; while 
the melancholy complaint of a monarch's wo is the 
epitaph for them both: The children are come to the 

| | birth, 
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birth, and there is not flrength to bring forth *.—Leſs to 
be lamented, in my opinion, his misfortune than the 
other. Better, for the tender ſtranger, to be ſtopped 
in the porch, than to enter only to converſe with 
affliction. Better to find a grave in the womb, than 
to be expoſed to a hazardous world, without the guar- 
dian of its infantile years, without the faithful guide 
of its youth. | 

This monument is diſtinguiſhed by its finer ma- 
terials, and more delicate appendages. It ſeems. to 
have taken its model from an affluent hand, direct— 
ed by a generous heart, which thought it could ne- 
ver do enough for the deceaſed. It teems, alſo, to 
exhibit an emblematical picture of So»5roma's perſon 
and accompliſhments. Is her beauty, or, what is 
more than beauty, her white-robed innocence; re- 
preſented by the ſnowy clzur 2 The furface fmooth- 
ly poliſhed, like her amiable temper, and engaging 
manners. The while elegantly adorned, without 
either extravagant pomp or ſordid negligence; like 
her undiſſembled goodneſs, remote from the leait 
oſtentation, yet in all points exemplary. But, ah! 
how vain were all theſe endearing charms! How 
vain the luſtre of thy ſprightly eye! How vain the 
bloom of thy bridal youth | How vain the honours 
of thy ſuperior birth! How unable to fecure the 
lovely polleflor, from the ſavage w:zlence of demh! 
How ineffectual the univerfal eſteem of thy acquaint=- 
ance ;z the fondneſs of thy tranſported hufband; or 
even the ſpotleſs integrity of thy character, to pro- 
long thy ſpan, or procure thee a ſhort reprieve |— 
The concurrence of all theſe circumſtances reminds 
me of thoſe beautiful and tender lines, 


| How low'd, hc valu'd cnce, avails thee not ; 
To whom related, or by whom begot. 


. $a; AK ii. 3. 
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A heap of dufl alone remains of thee : | 
"Tis all VHOU art !—and al} the PROUD fall le *. 
Pore” s Difeell. 


Jet, though anable to divert the ſtroke, Chrilt:- 
anity is ſovereign to pluck out the ſting of death. 
Is 


* Thete verſes are inſcribed on a ſmall, but elegant monument, 
lately ere cted in the great church at Northampton ; which, in the bicr- 
£7yphical decorations, correſponds with the deſeription introduced above. 
In this circumſtance particularly, that it is dedicated to the memory 
of an amiable woman, Mis ANNE STONHOUSE, the excellent 
wife of my worthy friend DR STONHOUSE; who has ſcen all the 
powers of that healing art, to which 1, and {© many others, have been 
greatly indebted, failing in their attempts, to preterve a lite dearer to 
him than his own. 


Nec proſunt domino, gue profunt omnibus, artet. Ov. 


No longer his all-healing art avails 
But cv'ry remedy its maſter ſails. 


In the midſt of this tender diſtreſs, he has ſought ſome kind of coniy- 
lation even from the fepulchral marble 3 by teaching it to peak, at 
once, his clteem for her memory; and his vencration for t religicn, 
which ſhe ſo eminently adorned. Nor could this be more Fgniſica ntly 
done, than by ſumming up her character, in that conciſe, but com— 
prehenſive ſentence, A SINCERE CHRISTIAN. Conciſe enough to 


be the motto for a mourning-ring : yet, as smprebenfive as the mott. 


enlarged nere of pcrtonal, ſocial, and religious worth. ** FO hat- 
« fever things are pure, whatſbever things are lovely, whatfocvcr 
„ things are of good report ;”* are they not all included in that grand 
and noble aggregate, A. ſincere Chriſeion 4 

'the firſt lines, contidered in juch a connexion, are wonderfully 
plaintive and patlictic; 


Hoe lov'd, bow v once, avails thee nal; 
To whom related, or by whom et. 


They ſound, at leaſt in y cars, like the voice of ſorrow minele« 
with admiration. - The ſpcaker ſcems to have been loſt, for a while, 
in melancholy contemplation 3 fuddenly breaks out in this abrupt 
enominrag then melts into tears, and can proceed no farther, Yet, 
in this cate, how eloquert is fitence! While it hints the univer{:l 
citrem which attended, and the laperiority of birth which diſtinguith— 
ed the decrafed wife it expreties, beyond all the po mp of 5 
the ye. calng affection, and heartfelt afiliction, of the ſarviring Yu. 
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Is not this the ſilent language of thoſe lamps, which 
burn, and of that heart, which flames; of thoſe 
palms, which flouriſh, and of that crown, which 


glitters, 


Amidſt the group of monumental marbles, which are laviſh of their 
pancgyric, this, I think, reſembles the incomparable addreſs of the 
painter : who, having placed round a beautiful expiring virgin, her 
triends in all the agonies of grief, repreſented the unegualled anguiſh of 
the father, with far greater livelineſs and ſtrength, or rather with an 
inexpieſſthle emphaſis, by drawing a veil over his face. | 

If the laſt lines are a wide departure from the beaten track of our 


modern epithets, and the very reverſe of their highflown compli- 
ments, 


| A heap of du 0a alone remains of thee ! 
Jui, all '' HOU art! and all the PROUD all be ! 


ihey are not without a precedent, and one of the a conſummate 
kind. Since they breathe the very ſpirit of that ſacred elegy, in which 
all the heart of the hero, and the friend, ſeems to be diſſolved: How 
ore the mighty fallen, and the wweapens of war periſhed! 2 Sam. i. 27. 
They remind the reader of that awful leſſon, which was originally 
dictated by the ſupreme Wiſdom ; Drſt thou art, and unto duſt thou ſhalt 
return, Gen. iii. 19.— They ineulcate, with all the force of the moſt 
convineing evidence, that ſolemn admonition delivered by the pro- 
phet; Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils ; for wherein is 
Ii to be accounted of ? Ifa. 11. 22. 

hat no reader, however inattentive, might miſtake the ſenſe and 
de Eg of this part of the fourth line, 


Ti, ALL thou art / 


it 1s guarded above and beneath.---Ab:ve is an expanded book, that 
ſeems to be waved, with an air of triumph, over the emblem of death; 
which ve cannot but ſuppoſe to be the volume of inſpiration, as it 
exhibits a ſort of adridgement of its whole contents, in thoſe animated 
words, Be YE NOT SLOTHFUL, BUT FOLLOWERS OF THEM, WHO 
THROUGH FAITH AND PATIENCE INHERIT THE PROMISES, Heb. vi. 
12.---Zeneath, that every part might be pregnant with inſtruction, are 
thoſe ſtriking reflections; worthy the conſideration of the higheft pro- 
licient in knowledge and plety, yet obvious to the underſtanding of 
the moſt untaught reader; LiFE, now SHORT! ETERNITY, HOW 
LONG | May my foul learn the forcible purport of this ſhort leſſon, 
in her contracted ſpan of time! and all eter ernity will not be too long, 
to rejnice in having learned it. 
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glitters, in the well-imitated and gilded marble ? 
Do they not, to the diſcerning eye, deſcribe the vi- 
gilance of her faith ; the fervency of her devotion ; 
her victory over the world; and the celeſtial diadem, 
which the Lorp, the righteous Judge, ſhall give her 
at that day ? * 

How happy the huſband, in ſuch a ſharer of his 
bed, and partner of his fortunes! Their inclina- 
tions were nicely-tuned uni/ons, and all their conver- 


ſation was harmony. How filken the yoke to ſuch a 


pair, and what bleſſings were twiſted with ſuch 
bands! Every joy was heightened, and every care 
alleviated. Nothing ſeemed wanting to conſummate 
their bliſs, but a hopeful progeny, riſing around 
them ; that they might ſee themſelves multiplied in 
their little ones ; ſee their mingled graces transfuſed 
into their offspring; and feel the glow of their 
affection augmented, by being reflefed from their 
children. © Grant us this gift,” ſaid their united 
prayers, “ and our ſatisfactions are crowned ; we 
« requeſt no more.” 

Alas! how blind are mortals to future events! 
how unable to diſcern what is really good ! Give 
me children, ſaid Rachel, er elſe I die. / An ardour 
of impatience altogether unbecoming, and as miſta- 
ken as it was unbecoming. She dies, not by the di. 
appointment, but by the accompliſhment of her deſire. 
If children are, to parents, like a flowery chaplet, 
whoſe beauties bloſlom with ornament, and whoſe 
odours breathe delight; death, or ſome fell misfor— 
tune, may find means to entwine themſelves with 


the lovely wreath. Whenever our ſouls are pour- - 
ed I 


* 2 Tim. iv. 8. 


+ Neſcia mens haminum fati, fortisque future ! 
Turno temps erit, magno cum optaverit emptum, 
Intactum Pallanta ; et cum ſpolia ita diem que 


Oder it. Vince. 


1 Gen, XXX: . 
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ed out, with paſſionate importunity, after any in- 
ferior acquiſition 3 it may be truly ſaid, in the words 
of our divine Maſter, Ye now net what ye 4ſt. — 
Does Providence withhold the thing that _ lon 

for? It denies in mercy ; and only withholds the 
occaſion of our miſery, if not the inſtrument of 
our ruin. With a ſickly appetite, we often loathe 
what is wholeſome, and hanker after our bane. 
Where imagination dreams of unmingled ſweets, 
there experience frequently finds the bitterneſs of 
wo. 

Therefore, may we covet immoderately, neither 
this nor that form of earthly felicity; but refer the 
whole of our condition, to the choice of uncrring 
Wiſdom. May we learn to renounce our own w il; 
and be ready to make a ſacrifice of our warmeſt wiſh 
es, whenever they run counter to the good pleaſure 
of Gop. For, indeed, as to obey his laws, is to be 
perfectly free; ſo, to 715 ourſelves to his diſpoſal, 
is to estavli/h our own happineſs, and to be ſecure 
ſrom fear of evil. 

Here a {mall and plain ſtone 1s placed upon the 
ground; purchaſed, one would imagine, from the 
little fund, and formed by the hand of frugality it- 
ſelf. Nothing coſtly; not one decoration added; 
only a very ſhort inſcription; and that fo eticed, 
as to be ſcarcely intelligible. —Was the depoſitary 
unfaithful to its truſt? Or, were the letters worn, 
by the frequent reſort of the ſurviving family, to 
mourn over the grave, and revive the remembrance, 
of a moſt valuable and beloved relative For, I per- 
ccive, upon a cloſer inſpection, that it covers the 
remains of a father: A. religicus father; ſnatched 
from his growing offspring, before they were ſettled 
in the world, or ſo much as their principles fixed by 
a thorough education, 

This, ture, is the moſt complicated diſtreſs, that 
bas hitherto come under our conſideration. The 


F-2 folemmities 
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folemmties of ſuch a dying chamber, are ſome of the 
moſt melting and melancholy ſcenes imaginable, — 
There lies the affectionate huſband ; the indulgent 
parent; the faithful friend; and the gencrous maſ— 
ter. He lies, in the laſt extremities, and on the 
very point of diſfotution. Art has done its all. The 
raging diſeaſe mocks the power of medicine. It 
haſtens, with refiſtleſs impetuoſity, to execute its 
dreadful errand; to rend afunder the flver cord of 
life, and the more delicate tie of ſocial attachment, 
and conjugal affection. f 
A ſervant or two, from a revering diſtance, caſt 
many a wiſhful look, and condole their honoured 
maſter in the language of ſighs. The condeſcending 
mildneſs of his commands was wont to produce an 
alacrity of obedience, and render their ſervice a plea- 
ſure. Now the remembrance of both embitters their 
grief, and makes it trickle plentifully down their ho- 
neſt cheeks.— His friends, who have ſo often ſhared 
his joys, and gladdened his mind with their enliven- 
ing converſe, are miſcrable comforters. A ſympa- 
thizing and mourning pity is all the relief they are 
able to contribute, unleſs it be augmented by their 
filent prayers for the divine ſuccour, and a word of 
conſolation ſuggeſted from the ſcriptures. *— Thoſe 
poor innocents, the ren, crowd around the bed: 
Drowned in tears, and almoſt frantic with gricf, they 
ſob out their little ſouls, and palſionately cry,“ Will 
„he leave us? leave us in a helpleſs condition! leave 
« us to an injurious world!“ 
Iheſe ſeparate ſtreams are all united in the viſ- 
| treſled 


* Texts of ſcripture, proper for ſuch an occaſion; containing pro» 
miſes---of ſupport under affliction, Lam. iti. 32. Heb. xu. 6. 2 Cor, 
iv. I7.---of pardon, Iſa Iii. 5. Ifa. i. 18. 1 John ii 1, 2. Acts x. 43. 
---of juſtification, Rom. v. 9. Rom. viii. 33, 34- 2 Cor. v. 2I.---of 


victory over death, Pſalm xxiti. 4. Pſalm Ixxiii. 26. 1 Cor. xv. 56, | 


57.---0of a happy reſurrection, john vi. 40. 2 Cor. v. I. Rev. vii. 
46,17. 
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treſſed /pouſe, and overwhelm her breaſt with an im- 
petuous tide of ſorrows. In her, the lover weeps, 
the wife mourns, and all the mother yearns. To 
her, the loſs Is beyond meaſure aggravated, by 
months and years of delightful ſociety, and exalted 
friendthip.— Where, alas! can ſhe meet with ſuch 
unſulpected fidelity, or repoſe ſuch unreſerved con- 
fidence ? where find ſo diſcreet a counſellor, ſo im- 
proving an example, and a guardian fo ſedulouſly at- 

tentive to the intereits of herſelf, and her children? 
See! how ſhe hangs over the Janguiſhing bed; moſt 
tenderly ſolicitous to prolong a life, important and 
valuable far beyond her own; or, if that be imprac— 
ticable, no lels tenderly olficious to ſooth the laſt 
agonies of her dearer eff. Her hands, trembling un- 
der direful apprehenſions, wipe the cold dews from 
the livid cheeks; and ſometimes ſtay the ſinking 
head on her gentle arms, ſometimes reſt it on her 
compaſſionate boſom. —See ! how the gazes, with a 
ſpeech'cſs ardour, on the pale countenance, and 
meagre features! While all her ſoſt paſſions beat un- 
utterable ſondneſs, and her very ſoul bleeds with ex- 
quiſite anguiſh. 
The /uFerer, all patient and adoring, führte to 
the divine will; and, by fubmiſhon, becomes ſupe- 
rior to his affliction. Hic is ſenſibly touched with 
the diſconſolate {tate of his attendants, and pierced 
with an anxious concern for his wife and his chil- 
dren; his wife, who will toon be a tue wvidow $ 
his children, who will ſoon be bc Aů 06 orphans. Vet, 
© though caſt down, not in deſpair.“ Ile is greatly 
refreſhed' by his truſt in the 8 lng ce vena, and 
his hope of approaching glory. Religion gives u 
dignity to diltreſs. At each interval of caſe, he com- 
forts his very comforters; and iuſtors with all the 
najeſly of wo. 
he foul, juit going to abandon the tattering. 
clay, colleQs all her force, and exerts her Jes, cikorts. 
1 ) "Liza: 
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The good man raiſes himſelf on his pillow ; extends 
a kind hand to his ſervants, which is bathed in 
tears; takes an affecting farewel of his friends; 
*claſps his wife in a feeble embrace; kiſſes the dear 
pledges of their mutual love; and then pours all 
that remains of life and of ſtrength, in the follow- 
ing words ;—— I die, my dear children: but Gor, 
e the everlaſting Gop, will be with you. —Though Z 
< you loſe an earthly parent, you have a Father in 
op nt who lives for ever more. Nothing, no- 
ce thing but an unbelieving heart, and irreligious 
life, can ever ſeparate you from the regards of his 
«© providence, - from the endearments of his love.” 
He could proceed no farther. His heart was 
full; but utterance failed. After a ſhort pauſe, 
prompted by affectionate zeal, with difficulty, great 
difficulty, he added, ——“ You, the dear partner of 
„my ſoul; you are now the only protector of our 
„ orphans.——1 leave you under a weight of cares. 


„But Gov, who defendeth the cauſe of the 
% widow, — Gop, whoſe promiſe is faithfulneſs and F 


„% truth, —Gop hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, © 
* nor forſake thee. *—— This revives my drooping # 
« ſpirits. Let this ſupport ches wife of my bo- 
* fom.--—And now, O Father of compaſſions, in- 
to thy hands I commend my ſpirit. —-—En- 

couraged by thy promiſed goodneſs, 1 leave my 
« fatherleſs”—— _ 4 
Here, he fainted ; fell back upon the bed; and F 
lay, for ſome minutes, bereft of his fenſes. As a 
taper, upon the very point of extinction, is ſome- I 
times ſuddenly rekindled, and leaps ints a quivering XZ 
flame; ſo life, before it totally expired, gave a part- 
ing ſtruggle, and once more looked abroad from 
the opening eye-lids ;—FHe would fain have ſpoke ; “ 
fain have uttercd the ſentence he began, More * 
* than 1 
* eb. In Co ; 


7 

a 

1 
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than once he aſſayed; but the organs of ſpeech 
were become like a broken veſſel, and nothing but 
the obſtructing phlegm rattled in his throat. His 
aſpect, however, pe affection inexpreſſible. With 
all the father, all the huſband, ſtill living in his 
looks, he takes one more view of thoſe dear chil- 
dren, whom he had often beheld with a parental 
triumph. He turns his dying eyes on that be/oved 
woman, whom he never beheld but with a glow of 
delight. Fixed in this poſture, amidſt ſmiles of love, 
and under a gleam of heaven, they ſhine out their 
lait. 

Upon this, the ſilent ſorrow burſts into loud la- 
ments. They weep, and refuſe to be comforted. 
Till ſome length of time had given vent to the ex- 
ceſs of paſſion ; and the conſolations of religion had 
ſtaunched their bleeding woes. Then, the afflicted 
family ſearch for the ſentence, which fell unfnifhed 
from thoſe loved, thoſe venerable and pious lips. 
They find it recorded by the prophet Jeremiah, 
containing the direction of infinite wiſdom, and the 
promiſe of unbounded goodneſs ; Leave thy father- 
lifs children: 1 will preſerve them alive: and let thy 
avidowws trust in me. — This, now, is the comfort 
of their life, and the joy of their heart. They 
treaſure it up in their memories. It is the beſt of 
legacies, and an inexhbaustible fund. A fund, which 
will ſupply all their wants, by entailing the bleſſing 
of heaven on all their honeſt labours.— They are 
rich, they are happy, in this ſacred pledge of the 
divine favour. They fear no evil; they want no 
good; becauſe Gop is their portion, and their guar- 
dian Gop. | 


No ſooner turned from one memento of my own, 
and memorial of another's deceaſe, but a ſecond, a 
third, a long ſucceſſion of theſe melancholy moni= 

| tors, 
Jex. xlix. 11, | 
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tors, crowd upon mv fight. “ — — That which has 
fixed my obſervation. is one of a more grave and 
fable o/pef7 than the former. I ſuppoſe it preferves 
the relics of a more aged perſon One woul-! con- 
jecture, that he made ſomewhat of a figure in his 
ſtation among the living, as his monument dors 
among the funeral marbles. Let me draw ncar, 
and inquire of the ſtone, © I/ ho, or what, is be- 
« neath its ſurface ?” 1 am informed, he was 


once the owner of a conſiderable eſtate; Which 


was much improved by his own application and 
management; that he left the world in the buly 
period of life, advanced a little beyond the meri- 
dian. 

Probably, replied my muſing mind, one of thoſe 
endefatigable drudges, who riſe early, late take reſt, 
and eat the bread of carefulncſs, not to ſecure tho 
loving-kindneſs of the LokD, not to make proviſion 
for any reaſonable neceility, but only to amaſs toge- 
ther ten thouſand times more than they can poſſibly 
uſe, —— Did he not lay ſchemes for enlarging his 
fortune, and aggrandizing his family? Did he not 
purpoſe to join field to field, and add houſe to houſe, 


till his poſſeſſions were Auen as valt as his deſires? 


That, then, he would + fit down, and enjoy what 
he had acquired, breathe a while from his toilfome 
purſuit of things temporal, and, perhaps, think a 
iittle of things eternal. | 

But ſee the folly of werldly wiſdom! How filly, 
how childiſh is the ſagacity of (what is called) manly 
and maſterly prudence, when it contrives more 
ſolicitouſly for TIME, than it provides for ETER-= 
nity! How ſtrangely inſatuated are thoſe ſubtile 
heads which weary themſelves in concerting :0ca- 


{ures. 


* 


Plurima mord Imago. Vins. 
+ lar mente laborem 
8 Ye ſorre, ſeues ui in ofig luta reocedant, 
Aiuu, cnn Li {int cong THE: cibaria. Jios, 
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ſures for phantoms of a day, and ſcarce beſtow a 
thought on everlas/ing realities !— When every wheel 
moves on ſmoothly; when all the well-diſpoſed de- 
ligns are ripening apace for execution; and the long 
expected criſis of enjoyment ſzems to approach 
behold ! Gop from on high laughs at the Babel- 
buildey. Death touches the bubble, and it breaks; 
it drops into nothing. The cohweb, moſt finely 
ſpun indeed, but more eafily dit lodged, is {wept a- 
way in an instant; ; and all the abortive projects are 
buried in the ſame grave with their prejector. So 
true is that verdict, which the wiſdom een above 
paſſes, on theſe Fucceſs fl unfortunates : “ They walk 
„ in a vain thadow, and difquiet a Ives in 
EG vain. “ 

Speak, ye that attended ſuch a one in his laſt 
minutes; ye that heard his exprring ſentiments ; did 
he not cry cut, in the language of diſappointed 
fenſuality, © O death | how terrible is thy approach, 
„ to a man immcrſed in ſecular cares, aud void 
« of all concern for the never ending hereafter ! 
Where, alas! is the profit, where the comfort, 
of entering deep into the knowledge, and of 
„ being dextcrous in the diſpatch of earthly affairs; 
„ fince I have, wall the while, [neglected the one 
i thing needjul ? Deſtrutive miſtake 1 I have 
« been attentive to every inferior intercil; 1 have 
laid myſelf out on the trifles of a a. but 
have diſregarded heaven; have forgot eternal 
ages! Oh! that my days Y———Here, he was 
going on to breathe ſome fruitleſs withes, or to 
form I know not what ineffectual reſolutions. But 
a ſudden convulfion ſhook his nerves ; difabled his 
tongue ; and, in lefs than an hour, diſſolved his 
irame. 

May the children of this world be warned, by 
the dying words of an unhappy br rother 3 and 2 

ther 


cc 


cc 
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ther advantage from his misfortune. - Why ſhould 
they pant, with ſuch impatient ardour, aſter white 
and yel/oww earth, as if the univerſe did not afford 
ſufficient, for every one to take a little? Why 
thould they /ade themſelves with thick clay, when 
they are to © vun for an incorruptible crown, and 
“ preſs towards the prize of their high calling?“ 
| Why ihould they overload the veſſel, in which their 
everlaſting ALL is embarked; or fill their arms 
with /uper/luities, when they are to ſwim for their 
lives? Yet, ſo prepoſterous is the conduct of thoſe 
perſons, who are all indstry, to heap up an abun- 
dance of the wealth which periſheth; but are ſcarce 
fo much as faintly dfiraus of being rich towards 

_ Gop. 

O! that we may walk from henceforth through 
all theſe glittering toys, at leaſt with a wiſe indit- 
ference, if not with a ſuperior diſdain! Having 
enough for the conveniences of life, let us only ac- 
commegaie ourſelves with things below, and lay up 
our treaſures in the regions above,——Wohereas, if 
we indulge an anxious concern, or laviſh an inor- 
dinate care, on any tranſitory poſſeſſions; we ſhall 
rivet them to our affections with ſo firm an union, 
that the utmoſt ſeverity of pain muſt attend the ſe— 
parating ſtroke. By ſuch an eager attachment to 
what will certainly be raviſhed from us, we ſhall 
only inſure to ourlglves accrmulited anguiſb, againſt 
the agonizing hour: we ſhall plant, aforchand, our 
dying pillow with thorns. * 

Some, I perceive, arrived at threeſcore years and 
ten, before they made their exit; nay, ſome few 
reſigned not their breath, till they had numbered 
ſourſcore revolving harveits. — Theſe, I would hope, 

© remembered 
I. can not on carth ; *twill pierce thee to the heart; 

A broken reed at beſt, but oft a tpcar ; 

On its ſharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires, 

- Nt6uT-Fnoucuts, No. III. 
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ce remembered their Creator in the days of their 
« youth” before their ſtrength became labour and 
ſorrow before that low ebb of languiſhing nature, 

when the keepers of the houſe tremble, aud theſe that 
look out of the windows are darkened ; F when, even 
the lighting down of the graſs hopper is a burden on 
the bending ſhoulders, and defire itfelf fails in the 
| liſtleſs, lethargic ſoul ;—before thoſe heavy hours 
come, and thoſe tireſome moments draw nigh, 
in which, there is too much reaſon to ſay, © WE 
« have no pleaſure in them ; no improvement from 
« them. 

If their lamps were unfurniſhed with oil, how un- 
fit muſt they be, in ſuch decrepit circumſtances, to 
go to the market and buy ! * For, belides a variety 
of diſorders, ariſing from the entecbled conſtitution, 
their corruptions mult be furpruingly ſtrengthened, 
by ſuch a long courſe of irreligion. Euil habits muſt 
have ſtruck the deepeit root; muſt have twiſted 
themſelves with every fibre of the heart, and be as 
thoroughly ingrained in the diſpoſition, as the ſoot 
in the Ethiopian's complex1on, 'or the ſpots in the 
leopard's ſkin. If ſuch a one, under ſuch diſadvan- 
tages, ſurmounts all the dithculties which lic in his 
way to glory, it mult be a great aud mighty ſalvation 
indeed. If ſuch a one eſcapes daltruction, and is 
ſaved at the lat, it muit, witiour all peradvearure, 
be as by fire. + | 

This is the ſeaſon which ſtar Gs in need of rome 
fort, and is very improper to enter upon the canflict. 
The hutbandman ihould now ve putting in his 


ſickle, 


+ Eccl. X11. 3, 5. I need not remind m realer, that by the for- 


mer ot theſe figurative exprethons, is tion: Dots Lac emerald ſtate of 
the bands and arms; by. tre latter, he dane of the coves; or the 
total 4% of /ight 5 that, tiken in COnnexi( ih ter parts of the 


chapter, they exhibit in u fer'es o bold nd eels metaphors, a de- 
ſcription of the va:icus inf milios attendest en ONT age. 


* Matt. X. v. 9. 4 1 Cor: iii. 15. 
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ſickle, or cating the fruit of his labours; not begin— 
ning to break up the ground, or ſcatter the feed, 
Nothing, it is true, is impoſlible with Gop : 
he ſaid, Let there be light, and there woas light; in- 
ſtantaneous light, diffuſed, as quick as thought, 
through all the diſmal dominion of primeval dark- 
neſs. At his command, a leproſy, of the longeſt 
continuance, and of the utmoſt inveteracy, departs 
in a moment. He can, in the greatneſs of his 
ſtrength, quicken the wretch, who has lain dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, not four days only, but four- | 
ſcore years. —— Yet truſt not, O truſt not, a point 
of ſuch inexprefſible importance, to ſo dreadful an un- 
certainty. Gop may ſufpend his power; may with- 
draw his help; may ſwear in his wrath, that ſuch 
abuſers of his long-ſuffering r ſhall “ never enter into 
© his reſt. 

Ve, therefore, that are wigcrous in health, and 
blooming in years, improve the precious opportunity. 


Improve your golden hours, to the nobleit of ail W 


purpoſes ; ſuch as may render you meet for the in— 
heritance of the faints in light, and aſcertain your 
title to a ſtate of immortal youth, to a crown of e- 
ternal glory. —-—HStand not, all the prime of your : 
day, idle; trifle no longer with the offers of this 
immenſe felicity Þut make haſte, and delay“ not 
the 


* May I be permitted to recommend, as a treaſure of fine ſenti- M 
ments, De LUCAS's Inquiry after happineſs; and, as a treatite 8 


particularly appolite to my ſubject, that part of his Inquiry, which 8 
diſplays the method, and enumerates the advantages of improving 
life, or living much in a little time. Chap. iti. p. 158.--—An , Wh 
in wlom the. gentleman, the ſcholar, and the Chriſtian, are re- 
ma kably united.---A periormance, which, in point of folid argu- 
ment, unaffeéted picty, and a vein of thought amazingly fertile, his 


few Tuperiors —Intemuch, that I know not how to wiſh my reader WM 


a more reh ned ple: ſure, or a more ſubſtantial bleſſing, than to have 


tlie maxims of this entertaining and pathetic writer's little piece, 


wove into the very texture of his heart. Unleſs 1 might be a- 
lowed to wiſh, that the wiiter himicif had interſperſed the 
| gloric us 
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the time, to keep Gop's commandments. While 
ou are loitering in a gay inſenſibility, death may be 
8 his bow, and marking you out for ſpeedy 
victims. -—Not long ago, I happened to 'ſpy a 
thoughtleſs jay, The poor bird was idly bubed 
in dreſſing his pretty plumes, or hopping careleſsly 
from ſpray to ſpray. A ſportſman, coming by, 
obſerves the feathered rover. Immediately he liſts 
the tube, and levels his blow. Swifter than wharl- 
wind flies the leaden death; and, in a moment, 
lays the filly creature, breathleſs on the ground. 
—— Such, ſuch may be the fate of the man, who 
has a fair occaſion of obtaining grace to-day, and 
wantonly poſtpones the improvement of it till to- 
morrow. He may be cut off in the midſt of his 
folly, and ruined for ever, while he is dreaming of 
being wi/e hereafter. SPE 15 | 
Some, no doubt, came to this their laſt retreat, 

Full of piety, and full of days; „ as a ſhock of corn, — 
'& © ripe with age, and laden with plenty, cometh in, 
«© im his ſeaſon,” *— Theſe were children of 
light, and wiſe in their generation; wiſe with that 
exalted wiſdom which cometh from above ; and 
with that enduring wiſdom which laſts to eternity. 
Rich alſo they were, more honourably and per- 
manently rich, than all the votaries of mammon. 
The wealth of the one has made itſelf wings, and is 
irrecoverably gone. While the wretched acquirers 
are tranſmitted to that place of penury and pain, 
» & where not ſo much as one drop of water is allowed 
to cool their ſcorched tongues, the ſtores of the 

cher {till abide with them; will never depart from 
them; but make them glad, for ever and ever, in 
the city of their God. There treaſures were ſuch 
Vol.. J. — "So 


glorious peculiaritles of the geſpel (on which our bappincfs & mack 
depends) a little more liberally through all his works, 


ky Job V. 26. 
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as no created power could ate aqvay, ſuch as none 
but infinite beneficence can gez, and (comfortable 
to conſider I) ſuch as I, and every indigent longing 
inner, may cbtarn : treaſures of heavenly knowledge, 
and ſaving faith; treaſures of atoning blood, and 
imputed righteouſneſs. 


i % 


Here lie their bodies in © peaceable habita- 
« tions, and quiet reſting-places.” Here they have 
| . thrown 


à Some I know, are offended at our burying corpſes within the 
church, and exclaim againſt it, as a very great impropricty and inde- 
cency. But this, 1 imagine, proceeds from an exceſſive and miſtaken 
delicacy. . Let proper care be taken to ſecure from injury, the fomda- 
tions of the C and to prevent the exhalation of any noxious u- 
vid, from the putreiving fleth; and 1 cannot diſcover any incon- 
veniencies attending this practice. | 

The notion, that noiſome carcaſes- (as they are called) are very 
1rnbecoming a place conſecrated to religious purpoſes, ſeems to be 
derived from the antiquaied Fewwiſh canon: whereby it was declared 
that a dead body imparted defilement to the perſon who touched it, 
and polluted the ſpot where it was lodged. On which account, the 
jews were ſcrupulouſly careful to have their ſepulchres built at a 
diſtance from their houſes; and made it a point of conſcience, not 
to ſuffer burial places to ſubſiſt in the city. But as this was a rite 
purely ceremonial, it ſeems to be entirely ſuperſeded by the geſpel- diſ- 
penſation. _ | 

cannot forhear thinking, that, under the Chriftian economy, 
there is a propriety and uſefulneſs in the cuſtom. Uſefulneſs, be- 
cauſe it muſt render our ſolemn aſſemblies more venerable and awful. 
For, when we walk over the duſt of our friends, or kneel upon the 
aſhes of our relations; this awakening circumſtance, muſt ſtrike a 
lively impreſſion ef our own mortality. And what conſideration can 
de more eff: Etual, to make us ſerious and attentive in hearing, earneſt 
and importunate in praying ? | 
As for the engt of the uſage, it ſeems perfectly fuitable to the 
deſign of thoſe ſacred edifices. © They are ſet apart for God; not only 
19, receive his. worſhippers, but to preſerve the furniture for holy 
ir niſtrations, and what is, in a peculiar manner, appropriated to 
the divine Majeſty. Are not the bodies of the ſaints the Almighty's 
property? Were they not once the objects of his fender love? Are 
they not (till the ſubjeQs of his /pecial care? Has he not given 
commandment concerning the bones of his elect; and charged the 
ogcan, zal injoined the grave, to kcep them till at day! 575 

5 | rocks 
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thrown off every burden, and are eſcaped from every 


fnare. The head aches no more; the eye forgets to 


weep; the fleſh'is no longer racked with acute, nor 
waſted with lingering diſtempers. Here they receive 
a {inal releaſe from pain, and an everlaſting diſcharge 
from ſorrows. Here danger never threatens them 
with her terrifying alarms; but tranquillity ſoftens 
their couch, and /afety guards their repoſe, ———- 
Reſt then, ye precious relics, within this hoſpitable 


gloom; reſt in gentle ſlumbers, till the laſt trumpet“ 


ſhall give the welcome ſignal, and ſound aloud; 
through all your filent manſions, “ Ariſe ; ſhine ;. 


for your light is come, and the glory of the Lord 
« is riten upon re 

G 2 | | To- 
rocks bright with gems, or mountains tick with mines, are abandoned 
to the devouring flames; will not ee be be reſcued from the- ficry ruin? 
will not theſe be tranſlated into Jenovan' 1 kingdom, and, conjointly 
with the ſoul, made his jewels,” made * his peculiar t reaſure;“ 
made to ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars for 
ever and ever ? 

Is not CHRIST the LORD of our bodies? Are they not bouht 
with a price? bought, not with corruptible things, as ſilver and gold, 
but with his divinely precious blood. And, it. the blefied Jesus pur- 
chaſes the redemption of our hodies at ſo infinitely dear a rate, can it 
enter into our hearts to conceive, that he ſhould diſlike to have them 
repoſed under his own habitation ?— — Once more; Are not 
the bodies of the faithful, ten les of the Holy Ghoſt ? and is there* not, 


vpon this ſuppoſition, an apparent propriety, rather than the leaſt in- 


7 in remitting theſe temples of fleth, to the temples made with 
hands? They are veſſels of honour ; inſtruments of righteouſneſs ; 4 
and, even when broken by death, like the fragments of a golden bowl, 
are valuable, are ng to be laid up in the ſafeſt, moſt honourable 
repoſitories. - * 

Upon the whole, "Rep the LORD Te5vs. has purchaſed them at, the 
EXPENCe of his blood; and the bleſſed Spirit has honoured them with 
his indwelling preſence ; ſince they are right dear in the ſight of the 

adorable Trinity, avd undoubred heirs of a glorious immortality : why 


thould it be thought a thing i Imprapers to admit them to a! tranſient 


reſt in their heavenly Father's houſe? Why muy they rot he down, 


and ſleep, in the outer courts; ſinee they are ſoon to be introduced ir te | 


the inmo} manſions of everlaſting honour and joy 


® Ia. it. 1. 


76 MEDITATIONS 

To theſe, how calm was the evening of liſe! In 
what a fmiling ſerenity did their ſun go down! 
When their.i fleſh and their heart failed, how re- 
viving was the remembrance of an all-ſufficient 
Redeemer; once dying for heir fins, now riſen 
again for their zuiltification! How cheering the 
well-grounded hope of pardon for their tranſgreſ- 
lions, and peace with Gop through Jesus CHRIST 
our Loxy | How did this age the agonies, and 
faveeten the bitterneſs of death? —— Where now is 
wealth, with; all her golden mountains? Where 
is honour, with her proud - trophies of renown ? 
Where are all the vain pomps of a deluded world ? 
Can they inſpire /uch comfort, can they adminiſter 
any ſupport, in this laſt extremity? Can they 
compoſe the affrighted thoughts, or buoy up the 
departing ſoul, amidſt all the pangs of difſolution ? 
-——The followers of. the Lamb ſeem pleaſed and 
triumphant, even at their laſt gaſp. © Goy's 
« everlaſting arms are underneath” “ their faintin 
heads. His Spirit whiſpers peace and confolation 
to their conſciences. In the ſtrength of theſe 
heayenly ſuccours, they quit the field, not cap- 
tives, but conguerors ; with © hopes full of immor- 


« tality.” 
And now they are gone.—The ſtruggles of re- 
luctant nature are over. The body ſleeps in death; 
the ſoul launches into the inviſible fate, But 
ho can imagine the delightful ſurpriſe, when they 
lind themſelves ſurrounded by guardian angels, in- 
ſtead of weeping friends? How ſecurely do they 
wing their way, and paſs through unknown worlds, 
under the conduct of thoſe celeſtial guides The 
vale of tears is quite loſt. Farewel, for ever, the 
realms of wo, and range of malignant beings! The 
arrive on the frontiers of inexpreſſible Felicity, They 
5 | 3 


* Deut. xxxiü. 27. 
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e are come to the city of the living Gop:“ while 
2 voice, ſweeter than muſic in her ſofteſt ſtrains, 
ſweet as the harmony of hymning ſeraphim, con- 
gratulates their arrival, and beſpeaks their admiſ-- 
fion : Lift up your Bands; O ye gates; and be ye lift 
wp, ye everlaſting doors ; that the heirs: of glory. may 
enter in. 

Here, then, let us leave the ſpirks and ſouls of 
the righteous, eſcaped from an entangling wilderneſs, 
and received into a paradiſ- of delights! eſcaped. 
from the territories of diſquietude, and ſettled in 
regions of unmoleſted ſecurity | Here they fit down: 
with Abraham, Jjaac, and Facob, in the kingdom 
of their Father. Here they mingle with an innu- 
merable company of angels, and rejoice around the 
throne of the Lamb; rejoice in the Huition of pre- 
ſent felicity, and in the aſſured expeFation of an in- 
conceivable addition to their bliſs; when GOD hall 

call the heavens from above, and the earth, that he ward 
j 1udge his people. 

Fools accounted. their life madneſs, and their end to 
be without Honour; but they are numbered among the 
children of GOD, and their lot, their diſtinguiſhed 
and eternal lot, 75 among the ſuints{” > However, 
therefore, an- undliſcerning world may deſpiſe, and a 
prifane world wilify, the truly religious; be this 
the panes the. invariable deſire of my heart.! 


G 3 da” 


A 8 reflectjons upon the Nate of holy ſouls, delivered from . 
the burden of the ficth, are ſparkling and fine; yet very ind. Aint and 
empty, compared with the particulars mentioned above, and with many 
others that might be collected from ſerjpture. In hoc tam procelloſo, et 
71 dmnes texpeſiates expoſeto navigant' 'bus mari, nullus portus,. nife moriis ef. 
Ne itaque invideris fratri tuo; quieſctt. Tandem liber, tandem tutus, tan- 
dem aternus eſt. Fruitur nunc aperto et I. bero calo; ex bumili et dapreſſe 5 
in eum emicuit locum, qui. folutas vinculis anima beats recipit ſinu; ; ef nunc 
omnia rerum natura bona cum jou ſony valuptate Pere. png ad PoJyb.-. 


b Wiſdom v. 4. J. 


— — ' 


55 MEDITATIONS 
« Let me hve the life, and die the death, of the 


& righteous. Oh!-let my latter end, and ſuture 
« ſtate, be like theirs.” 


What figure is that which ſtrikes my eye, from 
an eminent part of the wall? It is not only placed 
in a more elevated ſituation than the reſt, but carries 
a more ſplendid and ſumptuous air than ordinary. 
Swords and ſpears, murdering engines, and inftru- 
ments of laughter, adorn the ſtone with a formid- 
able magnificence. It proves to be the monument of 
a noble warrior. | | | 
Is ſuch reſpect, thought I, paid to the memory 
of this brave ſoldier, for ſacrificing his life to the 
public good? — Then, what honours, what immor- 
tal honours, are due to the great Captain of our ſal- 
vation ? who, though Lord of the angelic legions, 
and ſupreme Commander of all the heavenly hoſts, 
willingly offered himſelf a bleeding propitiation for 


ſiuners. | 


The one died, being a mortal ; and only yielded 


up a life, which was long before forfeited to divine 
juſtice; which muſt ſoon have been furrendered as 


a debt to nature, if it had not fallen as a prey to war. 
——But CHRIS TH took fleſh, and gave up the ghoſt, 
though he was the great I AM; the fountam of ex- 
iſtence, who calls happineſs and immortality all his 


. own. He who thought it no robbery to be equal 


with God ; he, whoſe outgoings were from everlaſt- 1 
ing : even he was made in the likeneſs of man, and i 
cut of out of the land of the living. Wonder, O 


heavens ! be aſtoniſhed, O earth | HE died the death, | 


of whom it is witneſſed, that he is © the true Gov, 
« and eternal hfe.” * 3 i 
The one expoſed himſelf to peril, in the ſervice i 
of his ſovereign, and his country; which, though 
xt was glorious to do, yet would have been 1gnomi- 
| nious, 

1 John v 20. 
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nious, in ſuch circumſtances, to have declined. 
But CHRIST took the field, though he was the 
bleſſed and only Potentate, the KinG of kings, the 
LorD of lords. CHRIS TH took the field, though he 
was ſure to drop in the engagement; and put on the 
harneſs, though he knew before-hand that it muſt. 
reek with his blood. That Prince of heaven refign- 
ed his royal perſon, not barely to the hazard, but 


to the inevitable ſtroke; ro death, certain in its ap- 


proach, and armed with all its horrors. —And for 
whom ? Not for thoſe who were in any degree de- 
ſerving 3 but for his own diſcbedient creatures for 
the pardon of condemned malefactors; for a band 
of rebels, a race of traitors, the moſt obnoxious and 
inexcuſable of all criminals; whom he might have 
left to periſh in their iniquities, without the leaſt im- 
peachment of his goodneſs, and to the diſplay of his 
avenging juſtice. 

The one, it is probable, died expeditioufly ; was 
ſuddenly wounded, and ſoon flain. A bullet lodged 
in his heart, a ſword ſheathed in his breaſt, or a 
battle-axe cleaving the brain, might put a ſpeedy 


end to his miſery ; diſpatch him © as in a moment.” 


—Whereas, the divine Redeemer expired in tedious 
and protracted torments. His pangs were as lin- 
gering, as they were exquiſite, Even in the prelude 
to his laſt ſuffering, what a load of ſorrows over- 
whelmed his ſacred humanity ! till the intolerable 
preſſure wrung blood, inſtead of ſweat, from every 
pore ; till the crimſon flood bathed his body, ſtain» 
ed all his raiment, and tinged the very ſtones.— 
But, when the laſt ſcene of the tragedy commenced z 
when the executioner's hammer had nailed him 
to the croſs: Oh ! how many diſmal hours did that 
amiable and illuſtrious ſufferer hang; a ſpeCtacle 
of wo to Gop, to angels, and to men! his temples 
mangled with the thorny crown! his hands and 
keet cleft with the rugged irons! his fleſh * 
N vi 
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with wounds, ſmarting and agonizing in every 
nerve! and his ſoul, his very ſoul, pierced with 
pangs of unutterable diſtreſs |—$6 long he hung, 
that Nature, through all her dominions, was 
thrown into ſympathizing commotions. 'Fhe earth 
could no longer ſuſtain ſuch barbarous indignities, 
without trembling z; nor the /uz behold them with= 
out horror. Nay, ſo long did he hang in this ex- 
tremity of torture, that the alarm reached 'even the 
remote regions of the dead. Never, O my ſoul, ne- 
ver forget the amazing truth: The Lamb of God 
was ſeized, was bound, was ſlaughtered with the ut- 
moſt inlrumanity, and endured death in all its bitter- 
neſs, for thee. His murderers, ſtudiouſly cruel, fo 
guided the fatal cup, that he taſted every drop of its 
gall, before he drank it off to the very dregs. | 

Once again; The one died like a hero, and fell 
gallantly in the field of battle. ———PBut died not 
CHRIST as a fool dieth?“ Not on the bed of ho- 
nour, with ſcars of glory in his breaſt; but like 
ſome execrable miſcreant, on a gibbet! with laſhes 
of the vile ſcourge on his back. Yes, the bleſſed 
Isos bowed his expiring head on the accurſed tree; 
ſuſpended between heaven and earth, as an outcaſt 
from both, and unworthy of either. 

What faitable returns, of inflamed 0 E 
devotion, can we make to the Holy One of Gop, 
thus dying, that we might live? dying in ignominy 
and anguiſh, that we might live for ever, in the 
heights of joy, and ſit for ever on thrones of glory. 
—Alas ! it is not in 2, impotent, inſen{ible mor- 
tals, to be duly thankful. He only, who confers ' 
ſuch inconceivably rich favours, can enkindle a 
proper warmth of grateful affection, Then build 


thyſelf a mn, moſt gracious Iq MANUEL, 
build 


. 


| 4 as. ii. 33. Of this indignity our Lorp complains, Are ye 
ane out as againſt a thief ! Matth. xxvi. 55. 


- 
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build thyſelf an everlaſting monument of gratitude in 
our ſouls. Inſcribe the memory of thy matchleſs 
beneficence, not with ink and pen, but with that 
precious hd, which guſhed from thy wounded veins. 
Engrave it, not with the hammer and chizel, but 
with that ſharpened gear, which pierced thy ſacred 
ſide. Let it ſtand conſpicuous and indelible, not on 
outward tables of ſtone, but on the very inmoſt zables 
of cur Learts. | | 


One thing more let me obſerve, before 1 bid 
adieu to this entombed warrior, and his garniſhed 
ſepulchre. How mean are theſe oſtentatious me- 
thods of bribing the vote of fame, and purchaſing 
a little poſthumous renown! What a poor ſubſti- 
tute for a ſet of memorable actions, is poliſhed ala- 
baſter, or the mimicry of ſculptured marble! The 
real excellency of this * bleeding patriot is written 
on the minds of his countrymen : it would be re- 
membered with applauſe, ſo long as the nation ſub- 
fiſts, without this artificial expedient to perpetuate 
it. — And ſuch, ſuch is the monument I would with 
tor myſelf. Let me leave a memorial in the breaſts 


of 


1 Sir Bevil Granville, ſlain in the civil wars, at an engagement 
with the rebels.---It may poſſibly be ſome entertainment to the reader, 
to ſubjoin Sir Bevil's character, as it is drawn by that celebrated pen 
which wrote the hiſtory of thoſe unfortunate times.---* That which 
« would have clouded any victory, /ays the noble hiſtorian, and made 
e the loſs of others leſs ſpoken of, was the death of Sir Bevil Gran- 
t ville. He was indeed an excellent perſon, whoſe activity, intereſt, 
© and reputation, were the foundation of what had been done in 
* Cornwall his temper and affections ſo public, that no accident 
which happened, could make any impreſſion upon bim: and his 
example kept others from taking any thing ill, or at leaſt ſeeming 
to do ſo. Ina word, a brighter courage, and a gentler difpolitian, 
were never married together, to make the moſt cheerful and inno- 
cent converſation.” | | | 

CLar, Hit. Reb. Vol. II. 


82 MEDITATIONS 
of my fellow. creatures. Let ſurviving friends bear 
witneſs, that I have not lived to myſelf alone, nor 
been altogether unſerviceable in my generation. O! 
let an uninterrupted ſeries of beneficent offices be 
the inſcription, and the beſt intereſts of my acquaint- 
ance the platt, that exhibits it. 

Let the poor, as they paſs by my grave, point 
at the- little ſpot, and thankfully acknowledge, —— 
« There lies the man, whoſe unwearied kindneſs 
« was the conſtant relief of my various diſtreſſes; 
«© who tenderly vifited my languiſhing bed, and 
« readily ſupplied my indigent circumſtances. How 
* often were his counſels a guide to my perplexed 
„thoughts, and a cordial to my dejected ſpirit | 
© It is owing to Gop's blefling on his ſeaſonable 
„ charities, and prudent conſolations, that I now 
i live, and live in comfort.“ Let a perſon, once 
ignorant and ungodly, lift up his eyes to heaven, and 
ſay within himſelf, as he walks over my bones, 
« Here are the laſt remains of that fincere friend, 
&« who watched for my ſoul. 1 can never forget 
« with what heedleſs gaicty I was poſting on in the 
& paths of perdition; and I tremble to think, into 
« what irretrievable ruin 1 might quickly have been 
« plunged, had not his faithful admonitions met 
« me in the wild career. I was unacquainted with 
« the goſpel of peace, and had no concern for 
6 its unſearchable treaſures: but now, enlightened 
by his inſtructive converſation, I fee the all-fuf- 
« ficiency of my Saviour; and, animated by his 
& repeated exhortations, I count all things bur loſs, 
c that I may win CurIsr. Methinks, his diſcour- 
* ſes, ſcaſoned with religion, and blefled by grace, 
ce fti]l tingle in my ears; are ſtill warm on my 
„heart; and, 1 truſt, will be more and more opera- 
„ tive, till we meet ch other in the houſe not made 
6 with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 


'The 
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The only infallible way of immortalizing our cha- 
racters, a way equally open to the meaneſt and moſt 
exalted fortune, is, to make our calling and elec- 
tion fure;?* to gain ſome ſweet evidence that our 
names are written in heaven. Then, however they 
may be diſregarded or forgotten among mett, they 
will not fail to be had in everlaſting remembrance 
before the Lord. —— This is, of all diſtinctions, 
far the nobleſt; this will iſſue in never. dying re- 
nown. Ainbition, be this thy object, and every page 
af ſcripture will ſanctify thy paltion; even grace it- 
ſelf will fan thy flame. — As to earthly memorials, 
yet a little while, and they are all obliterated. The 
tongue of thoſe, whoſe happineſs we have zealouſly 
promoted, muſt ſoon be ſilent in the coffin. Cha- 
racters cut with a pen of iron, and committed to the 
ſolid rock, will, ere long, ceaſe to be legible *. But 
as many as are enrolled in the Lamb's book of life, 
he himſelf declares ſhall never be blotted out from 
thoſe annals of eternity“. When a flight of years 
has mouldered the triumphal column into dulit ; 
when the brazen ſtatue perithes under the corroding 
hand of time; hee henours itill continue; ſtill are 
blooming and incorruptible, in the world of glory. 


Make the extended ſkies your tomb : 
Let ſtars record your worth : 
Yet know, vain mortals, all muſt die, 


As nature's /ickligft birth. 


Would bounteous Heav'n indulge my pray'r, 
I frame a nobler choice; 
Nor, living, wiſh the pompous pile; ; 
Nor, dead, regret the loſs. | | 
In 


Data funt ip/'s queque fata fepulchris, Joy. 
b Rev, ili. F. 
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In thy fair book of life divine, 
My Gon, inſcribe my name: 
There let it fill ſome humble place, 
Beneath the ſlaughter'd Lamb. 


Thy ſaints, while ages roll away, 
In endleſs fame ſurvive ; Me 
Their glories, o'er the wrongs of time, 
Greatly triumphant, live. 


Yonder entrance leads, I ſuppoſe, to the vau!!. 
Let me turn aſide, and take one view of the habita- | 
tion, and its tenants.—— The ſullen door grates upon 
its hinges : not uſed to receive many viſitants, it ad- 
mits me with reluctance and murmurs.—W hat mean- 
eth this ſudden trepidation, while I deſcend the ſteps, | 
and am viſiting the pale manſions of the dead ?——Be 
compoſed, my. ſpirits; there is nothing to fear in | 
_ theſe quiet chambers : Here, even the wicked ceaſe 

from trqubling. * hos th | 

Good heavens ] what a ſolemn ſcene | how diſmal 
the gloom! Here is perpetual darkneſs, and night e- 
ven at noon-day. How doleful the /elitude! Not 
one trace of cheerful ſociety z but ſorrow and terror 
ſeem to have made this their dread abode. Hark! 
how the hollow dome reſounds at every tread. The 
echoes that long have ſlept are awakened, and whiſ- 
per along the walls. _ 

A beam or two finds its way through the grates, 
and reflects a feeble glimmer from the nails of the 
coffins. So many of thoſe ſad ſpeCtacles, half con- 
_ cealed in ſhades, half ſeen dimly by the baleful 
twilight, add a deeper horror to theſe gloomy man- 
ſions.—I pore upon the inſcriptions, and am jult | 
able to pick out, that theſe are the remains of the 
rich and renowned. No vulgar dead are depoſited 
here. The moſt illuſtrious, and right honourable, have 
claimed this for their laſt retreat. And, indeed, they 
| retain 
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retain ſomewhat of a ſhadowy pre-eminence. They 
ly, ranged in a mournful order, and in a fort of ſilent 
pomp, under the arches of an ample ſepulchre: while 
racaner corpſes, without much ceremony, go down 
to the [tones of the pit. 

My apprehenſions recover from their ſurpriſe. 1 
find here are no phantoms, but ſuch as fear raiſes. 
However, it ſtill amazes me, to obſerve the won- 
ders of this nether world. Thoſe who received vaſt 
revenues, and called whole lordſhips their own, are 
here reduced to half a dozen feet of earth, or con- 
fined in a few frets of lend. Rooms of. ſtate, and 
ſumptuous furniture, are reſigned for no other or- 
nament than the ſhroud, for no other apartment 
than the darkſome niche. Where is the ſtar that 
blazed upon the breaſt; or the coronet that glittered 
round the temps? The only remains of departed 
dignity are, the weather-beaten hatchment, and the 
tartered eſcutcheon. 1 ſee no ſplendid retinue ſur- 
rounding this ſolitary dwelling. The lordly equi- 
page hovers no longer about the lifeleſs maſter. He 


las no other attendant than a duſty ſtatue, which, 


while the regardleſs world is as gay as ever, the 


{culptor's hand has taught to weep. 


Thoſe who gloried in high-born anceſtors and 
noble pedigree, here drop their lofty pretenſions. 
hey acknowledge kindred with creeping things, 


and quarter ar ns with the meaneſt reptiles. EF, ey 


(uy ta corruption, Then art my father; and to the worm, 


Th'u art my mothen and my ſiſter.—— Or, ſhould they 
{{1i] aſſume the ſtyle of diſtinction, alas! how impo- 
tent were the claim | how apparent the oſtentation |! 
It is laid by their monument, HERE LIES THE GREAT 
How ealily is it replied by the ſpectator, —Þal/e 
marble! Where * Nothing but paar and ſordid duſt lies 
here. Mortifying truth! ſuiſicient, one would think, 

Vol.. I. | H | 4. 
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to wean the moſt ſanguine appetite from this tranſitory 
ſtate of things; from its ſickly ſatisfactions, its fad- 
ing glories, its vaniſhing treaſures, 


For now, ye lying vanities of life! 
| Ye ever-tempting, ever-cheating train |! 
Where are ye Now ? and what is your amount * ? 


| What is all the world to theſe poor breathleſs be- 
ings ?—What are their pleaſures * A bubble broke. 
What their honours ? A dream that is forgotten.— 
What the ſum total of their enzoyments below? Once, 
perhaps, it appeared, to inexperienced and fond de- 
fire, ſomething conſiderable : but, now death has 
meaſured it with his line, and weighed it in his 
ſcale ; what 1s the upſhot? Alas! it is ſhorter than 
a ſpan, lighter than the dancing ſpark, and driven 

away like the diſſolving ſmoke. 
Inꝭdulge, my ſoul, a ſerious pauſe. Recollect all 
the gay things that were wont to dazzle thy eyes, 


and inveigle thy affections. Here examine thoſe i 


e CEE 


baits of ſenſe ; here form an eſtimate of their rea! 


value. Suppoſe thyſelf firſt among the favourites of | : 


fortune, who revel in the lap of pleaſure, who ſhine 
in the robes of honour, and ſwim in tides of inex- 


hauſted riches: yet how ſoon would the paſhng-bell 2 


proclaim thy exit! And, when once that iron call 


has ſummoned thee to thy future reckoning, where 
would all theſe gratifications be? At that period, 
how will all the pageantry of the molt affluent, con- 


ſpicuous, or luxurious circumſtances, vaniſh into 


empty air |—And is this a happineſs ſo paihonately' 'Y 


to be coveted ! 


1 thank you, ye relics of ſounding titles, and 


magnificent names : ye have taught me more of the 


littleneſs of the world, than all the volumes of my * 
library. Your nobility, arrayed in a winding-ſheet; 8 


your 


* Thon.ſon's Winter, line 210, laſt cdit. 
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your grandeur, mouldering in an urn; are the moſt 
indiſputable proofs of the nothingneſs of created 
things. Never, ſurely, did Providence write this 
important point, in ſuch legible characters, as in 
the aſhes of My Lord, or on the corpſe of His 
Grace. *—Let others, if they pleaſe, pay their ob- 
ſequious court to your earthly ſons; and ignobly 
fawn, or anxiouſly ſue for preferments; my thoughts 
ſhall often reſort, in penſive contemplation, to the 
ſepulchre of their fires; and learn from their fleep- 
ing duit—to moderate my expectations from mortals z 
-—to ſtand diſengaged from every undue attachment 
to the little intereſts of time ;—to get above the de- 
luſive amuſements of honour, the gaudy tinſels of 
wealth, and all the empty thadows of a periſhing 
world, OE: 

Hark! what hund is that ?——In ſuch a ſituation, 
every noiſe alarms.——Solemn and flow, it breaks 
again upon the filent air. It is the ſtriking of the 
clock, defigned, one would imagine, to ratify all 
my ſ{erzous meditations. Methinks it ſays Amen, and 
ſets a ſeal to every improving hint. It tells me, 
That another portion of my appointed time 18 elapſ- 
ed. One calls it, “ The knell of my departed 
„ hours.” It is the watch-word to vigilance and 
activity. It cries in the ear of reaſon, © Redeem 
© the time. Catch the favourable gales of epportuni- 
ty: O!] catch them while they breathe, before 
they are irrecoverably loſt, The ſpan of life ſhort- 
ens continually. Thy minutes are all upon the 
wing, and haſtening to be gone. Thou art a bor- 
derer upon eternity, and making incefſant advan- 
ces to the ſtate thou art contemplating.“ May 
the ad monition fink deep into an attentive and obe- 
dient mind! May it teach me that heavenly arithme- 
| H - i | lion 
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arithmetic, of“ numbering my days, and applying 
« my heart unto wiſdom !” 

I have often walked beneath the impending pro- 
montory's craggy cliff; I have ſometimes trode the 
vaſt ſpaces of the lonely deſert, and penetrated the 
inmoſt receſles of the dreary cavern; but never, 
never beheld nature lowering, with 0 tremend:11s a 
form; never felt ſuch impreilions of awe, ſtriking 
cold on my heart; as under theſe black-browe: i 
arches, amidſt theſe mouldy walls, and ſurrounded 
by ſuch rueful objects; where melancholy, deepeſt 
melancholy, for ever ſpreads her raven-wings.--- 
Let me now emerge from the damp and creadſn! 
obſcurity. —-—PFarewel, ye ſeats of deſolation, and 
ſhades of death ! ——Gladly 1 reviſit the realms ot 
Qaay. 


Having caſt a ſuperficial view upon theſe recep- "A 
tacles of the dead, curioſity prompts my inquiry to 
a more intimate ſurvey. Could we draw back the Bt 
covering of the tomb; could we diſcern what thoſ: 
are now, who once were mortals z=oh ! how would 
it ſurpriſe and grieve us! Suyrprije us, to behold 
the prodigious :ransformation which has taken place 
on every individual; grieve us, to obſerve the di- 
honour done to our nature in general, within theſe 
ſubterraneous lodgernents | 4 

Here, the ſweet and winning a/v:, that wore 
perpetually an attractive ſmile, grins horribly a 
naked ghaſtly ſcull.—— The He, that outſhone the 2 

diamond's brilliancy, and glanced its Joveiy light-“ 
ning into the molt guarded heart, alas! where is 
it? Where ſhall we find the rolling ſparkler 
How are all its ſprightly beams eclipted, totally | 
eclipſed I Phe tongue, that once commanded al! 
the ſweetneſs of harmony, and all rhe powers of 
eloquence 3 in this ſtrange land has © forgot its 
« cunning.” Where are now thote ſtrains of me-“ 

| lody, 
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lody, which raviſhed our ears? Where 1s that flow 
of perſuaſion, which carried captive our judgements ? 
The great maſter of language, and of ſong, is be- 
come filent as the night that ſurrounds him. The 
pampered /e, ſo lately clothed in purple and fine 
linen, how is it covered rudely with clods of clay! 


There was a time, when the timorouſly nice crea-- 


| ture would ſcarce © © adventure to ſet a foot upon 


« the ground, for delicateneſs and tenderneſs ;” but 
is now enwrapped in clammy earth, and ſleeps on no 
ſofter a pillow than the rugged gravel ſtones. —Here 
« the ftrong men bow themſelves 3” the nervous arm 


is unſtrung; the brawny ſinews are relaxed; the 


limbs, not long ago the ſeats of vigour and activity, 
ly down motionleſs; and the bones, which were as 
bars of iron, are crumbled into duit. 

Here the man of biin forgets all his favourite 


& ſchemes, and diſcontinues the purſuit of gain. Here 
is a total ſtand to the circulation of merchandize, 
and the hurry of trade. In theſe folitary receſſes, 


as in the building of Solomon's temple, is heard no 
tound of the hammer and axe. he winding-ſheet, 


and the coffin, are the utmoit bound of all earthly 


devices; © Hitherto may they go, but no farther.” 


& —Here the ne of plegſure take a final farewel ot 


their dear delights. No more is the ſenſualiſt a- 
nointed with oil, or crowned with roſe-buds; he 
Z chants no more to the melody of the viol, nor re— 


vels any longer at the banquet of wine. Inſtead of 


# ſumptuous tables, and delicious treats, the poor vo- 
luptuary is himſelf a feaſt for fattened inſects: the 
TJreptile riots in his fleth; “ the worm feeds ſweetly 


on him.” *—Here alſo 6bauty fails; bright beauty 
drops her luſtre here. O! how her roſes fade, and 
her lilies languith, in this bleak ſoil! IIow does the 
grand leveller pour contempt upon the charmer cf 

3 our 


© Deut. xxvüi. 56. 4 Job xiv. 
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our hearts! How turn to deformity, what captivat- 
ed the world before | 


Could the liver have a ſight of his once inchant- 
ing fair one, what a ſtartling aſtoniſhment would 
ſeize him —“ Is this the object I not long ago ſo 
«« paſſionately admired! I aid, ſhe was divinely 
é fair, and thought her ſomewhat more than mor- po 
tal. Her form was ſymmetry itſelf : every ele- 
* gance breathed in her air; and all the graces i 
© waited on her motions. —It was mufic when ſhe 
* ſpoke: but, when ſhe ſpoke encouragement, it 

4 « was little leſs than rapture. How my heart dan- 
« ced to thoſe charming accents And can that 

*© which ſome weeks ago was to admiration /ovely, 

* be now ſo inſufferably /zatb/ome Where arc 

«« thoſe bluſhing cheeks z where the coral lips ; 

** where that ivory neck, on which the curling jet, 

in ſuch gloſly ringlets, flowed ; with a thouſand 
other beauties of perſon, and ten thouſand deli- 
cacies of action? *—Amazing alteration !  delu- '# 
ſory bliſs !—Fondly I gazed upon the glittering 8 
meteor ; it ſhone brightly; and I miſtook it for 
a far, for a permanent and ſubſtantial good. — WM 
But how is it fallen! fallen from an orb, not its % 
own! and all that I can trace on earth, is but a 
« putrid maſs.” 3 
Ly, poor Florella, ly deep as thou doſt in ob- I 
ſcure darkneſs. Let night, with her impenetrable i 
Mades, always conceal thee. May no prying eye, 
be witneſs. to thy diſgrace z but let thy ſurvivire 4 
ſfters think upon thy ſtate, when they ey 4 
the idol in the glaſs. When the pleaſing image 
riſes gracefully to view, ſurrounded with a world of 
charms; 3 
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charms; and fluſhed with joy at the conſciouſneſs 
of them all z—then, in ſome minates of temptation 
and danger, when vanity uſes to ſteal into the 
thoughts ;-—then let them remember what a veil of 
horrcr is drawn over a face, which was once beauti- 
ſul and brilliant as theirs. Such a ſeaſonavle re- 
flection might regulate che labours of the toilet, and 
create a more eart:eft ſolicitude to poliſh the peel, 
than to varnith the caſket. It might then become. 
their higheſt ambition, to have the mind decked with 
divine virtues, and dreſſed after the amiable pattern 
of their Redeemer's holineſs. 
And would this prejudice their perſons, or depre- 
ciate their charms ?—Quite the reverſe: it would 
ſpread a ſort of heavenly glory over the fineſt /t «f 
features, and heighten the lovelineſs of every other 
engaging accompliſhment. And what is yet a more 
inviting conſideration, theſe flowers would not wi- 
ther with nature, nor be tarniſhed by time; but 
would open continually into richer beauties, and 
Nzuriſb even in the winter of age.—But the moſt in- 
comparable recommendation of theſe noble quali- 
ties, is, that from their hallowed relics, as from the 
fragrant aſhes of the phenix, will ere long ariſe an 
illuſtrious form, bright as the wings of angels, laſt- 
ing as the light of the new Je ruſalein. 
For my part, the remembrance of this ſad reyo- 
lution ſhall make me aſhamed to pay my devotion to- 
a ſh:ine of perithing fleth, and afraid to expect all 
my happineſs from ſo brittle a joy. It ſnall teach 
me, not to think too highly of well-proportioned 
clay, though formed in the moſt elegant mould, and 
animated with the ſweeteſt ſoul. * Tis heaven's laſt, 
beſt, and crowning gift; to be received with grati- 
tude, and cheriſhed with love, as a moſt valuable 
bleſſing ; not worſhipped with the incenſe of flattery, 
and ſtrains of fulſome adoration, as a goddeſs. ——- 
It will cure, I truſt, the detage of my eyes ; and in- 


cline 
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cline me always to prefer the ſubſtantial © ornaments 
« of a meek and virtuous ſpirit,” before the tranſient 
decorations of white and red on the ſkin. 


Here I called in my roving meditations from their 
long excurſion on this tender ſubje&t. Fancy liſten- 
ed a while to the ſoliloquy of a lover; now judge- 
ment reſumes the reins, and guides my thoughts 
to more near and ſelf-intereſting inquiries, —How- 
ever, upon a review of the whole ſcene, crowded 
with /pefacles of mortality and trophies of death, I 
could not forbear ſmiting my breaſt, and fetching a 
ſigh, and lamenting over the nobleſt of all viſible 
beings, lying in ruins under the feet of ** the pale 
« horſe, and his rider.” Þ>—I could not forbear 
that pathetic exclamation, © © O! thou Adam, what 
« haſt thou done! What deſolation has thy difobedi- 
ence wrought in the earth! See the malignity, the 
Tuinous malignity of fn! Sin has demoliſhed fo 
many ſtately ſtructures of fleſh; fin has made fuch 
havock among the moſt excellent ranks of Gob's 
lower creation; and fin (that deadly bane of our 
nature) would have plunged our better part into the 
execrable horrors of the nethermoſt hell, had not 
our merciſul Mediator interpoſed, and given himſclf 
for our ranſom.—— Therefore, what grateful ac- 
knowledgements does the whole world of penitent 
ſinners owe; what ardent returns of love will a 
whole heaven of g/crified believers pay to ſuch a 
friend, benefactor, and deliverer | _ 
| Muling upon theſe melancholy objects, a faithful 
remembrancer ſuggeſts from 5 “ Mult this 
« ſad change ſucceed in mealſo? Am l to draw my 
« laſt gaſp, to become a breathleſs corpfe, and be 
oy what I Wepiore d Is there a time approaching, 
| « when 
b Rev. vi. 8. Cc 2 Eſdr. vii. 41. 
d I paſs, with mclancholy ſtate, 

By all thelc ſolemn heaps of fate; 1 
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« when this body fhall be carried out upon the bier, 
© and configned to its clay-cold bed? while ſome 
© kind acquaintance, perhaps, may drop one parting 
„tear; and ery, Alas! my brother [Is the time 
approaching —— Nothing is more Certain. A 
ecrce, much ſurtr than the law of the Medes and 
Perſians, has irrevocably determined the doom. 
Should one of theſe. ghaltly figures burſt from 
his confinement, and ſtart up, in frishtful deformi- 
ty, before me z—thould the baggard fleleten lift a clat- 
tering band, and point it full in my view z fhould it 
open The tiffencd jaws, and, with a hoarſe tremen- 
dous murmur, break this profound Glence ;3—thould 
it accoſt me, as Samuels apparition a dreſſed the 
trembling king—* 7 The Lokb ſhall deliver thee al/5 
ints the hands ef aruti ; yet a little xwhile, and thou 
ſpat be noun re; the folemn warning, deliver- 


ed in to firiking a manner; muſt ſtrongly impreſs 


my imagination : a meſſage in thunder would ſcarce 

fink deeper. —Yet there is abundantly greater reaton 
to be alarmed, by that expreſs declaration of the 
1.0RD Gop Almighty, % Theu halt ſurely dic.'— 


Well then, . hace ſentence is paſled, ſince I am a 
condemned 


And think, as ſoft and fad I tread 

Above the venerable dead, 

+ Time was, like me, they life poſſeſs'd : 

© And time will be when I ſhall reſt.” PARNEIL. 


2 1 Sam. xxvili. 19. On this place, the Dutch tranſlator of the 
Meditations, has added a note: to correct, very probably, what he 
iuppoſes a miſtake. On the ſame ſuppolition, 1 preſume, the com- 
pilers of our rubric, ordered the laſt verſe of Peel. xIvi. to be o- 
p1'it-d, in the daily tervice of the church. But that the ſentiment, 
tinted above, is (trictly true; that it was N17 58 De Samuel bim- 
Jeif (not an internal ſpirit, peiforating the proph > a ho appeared to 
the female nectomancer at Endor; appeared. not in compliance with 
any diabolical incantation, but in purſuance of the divine com miſſion; 
this, [ think, is fully proved in the Z7r/orical account of the 1 7 
D. oe Vol. I. chap. 2Z+ 
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condemned man, and know not when the dead 
warrant may arrive; let me die to fi, and die to 
the world, before I die beneath the ſtroke of a right- 
cous Gor. Let me employ the little uncertain 
interval of reſpite from execution, in preparing for 
a happier ſtate, and a better life ; that, when the 
fatal moment comes, and I am commanded to ſhut 
my eyes upon all things here below, I may open 
them again, to ſee my Saviour in the manſions 
above. 

Since this body, which is ſo fearfully and won— 
derfully made, muſt fall to pieces in the grave; 
ſince I muſt ſoon reſign all my bodily powers to 
darkneſs, inaCtivity, and corruption; let it be my} 
conſtant care to uſe them well, while I pofleſs them | 


——Let my hands be ſtretched forth to relieve the 4 


needy; and always be © more ready to give, than | 
& to receive.” — Let my knees bend, in deepeſt hu- 


miliation, before the throne of grace; while my 
eyes are caſt down to the earth, in penitential con- 


fuſion, or devoutly Icking up to heaven for par- 
doning mercy [In every friendly interview, let the 


ce law of kindneſs dwell on my lips“ or rather, 7 


if the ſeriouſneſs of my acquaintance permits, let 1 
the goſpel of peace flow from my tongue. O! that 


I might be enabled, in every public concourſe, to EY 


lift up my voice like a trumpet; and pour abroad a 3 


more joyful ſound, than its moſt melodious accents, 
in proclaiming the glad tidings of free ſalvation !— BR 


Be ſhut, my ears, reſolutely ſhut, againſt the ma- 
levolent whiſpers of ſlander, and the contagious | 
breath of filthy talking; but be ſwift to hear the 
inſtructions of wifdom, be all attention, when your 
RLtDpEEMER ſpeaks; imbibe the precious truths, 
and convey them carefully to the heart.—Carry me, 
my feet, ro the temple of the Lord; to the beds 
of the ſick, and houſes of the poor.—May all 
my members, devoted entirely to my divine 

; | Matter, 
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Maſter, be the willing inſtruments of promoting his 
lory. 

y Then, ye embalmers, you may ſpare your pains : 
theſe works of faith, and labours of love; theſe, 
ſhall be my /prices and perfumes, Enwrapped in theſe, 
I would lay me gently down, and fleep ſweetly in 
the bleſſed IESsus; hoping that Gop will © give com- 
= © mandment concerning my bones;“ and one day 
fetch them up from the duſt, as ſilver from the fur- 


nace, purified, “ I fay not, ſeven times, but ſeventy 
« times ſeven, ” 


Here my contemplation took wing; and, in an 
inſtant, alighted in the garden adjoining to mount 
& Calvary. Having viewed the abode of my deceaſed 
fellow- creatures, methought I longed to ſee the place 
where our Lord lay. And, O what a marvellous 
ſpectacle was once exhibited in this memorable ſepul- 
chre! He, 0 “ who clothes himſelf with light, as 
« with a garment; and walks upon the wings of the 
« wind; © HE was pleaſea to wear the habiliments 

of 


b Darkneſs his curtain, and his bed the duſt, 
"Though fan and ſtars are duſt beneath his throne. 
| Night-Theughts, 


| The ſacred ſcriptures ſpeaking of the Supreme Being, ſay —— 
Ae walketh uon the waves of the ſea, to denote his uncontroulable 
= power, ſob. ix. 8.---Ze walketh in the circuit of heaven, to expreſs 
ide immenſity of his preſence, Job. xx11. 14. Hie <ralteth upon the 

ings of the wwind, to ſigniſy the amazing ſ{wiftnels of his operation, 
Pſal. civ. 3.---ln which laſt phraſe, there is, I think, an clegance 
and emphaſis, not taken notice of by our commentators, and vet un- 


ES <quallcd in any writer.---Not, he fiel; he runnetb; but, he wwalketh ; 


and that on the very wviags of the uind; one of the molt impetnous 
of elements, rouſed into its utmoſt rage, and ſweeping along with 
inconceiveble rapidity. A tumult in nature, not to be defcribed, is 
the compoſed and ſedate work of the Dir y. A ſpeed, not to be 
meaſured, is (with reverence. I uſe the expreſſion, and to comport 
with our low methods of conception) the /e/cmma and majeſtic feot-pace 
of Jexnovan.---How ft are the following lines, even in the great 
walter of lyric fong, | | 


Ger 
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of mortality, and dwelt among the pro/trate dead. 
Who can repeat the wondrous truth too often ? 
Who can dwell upon the tranſporting theme too 
long? HE, who ſits inchroned in glory, and diffuſes 
bliſs among all the heavenly hoſts, was once a pale 
and bloody 1 and preſſed this little ſpot. 

O death! how great was thy triumph in that 
hour! Never did thy gloomy realms contain /tc> 
a priſoner before. Priſoner, did I ſay ? No; he 
was more than conqueror. He arofe, far more 
mightily than Samſon, from a tranſient {lumber ; 
broke down the gates, and demoliſhed the ſtrong- 
holds, of thoſe dark dominions.——- And this, O 
mortals, this 1s your only confulaticn and fecurity, 
Jesus has trode the dreadiul path, and ORF Er it 
tor your paſſage.—JEsus, fleeping in the chambers 
of the tomb, has brightened the diſmal mad on, 
and left an inviting odour in thoſe beds of duit. WE 
The dying Jzsus (never Jet the comfortable truth 
depart from your minds! the dying Jusos) is your Wi 
ſure protection, your unquettionable payp7rt, through Bl 
the territories of the grave. Believe in him; and 
they ſhall prove a “ highway to Sion ;” ſhall trant- if 


mit you ſafe to paradiſe. Believe in him; and you 
{hall be no loſers, but unſpeakable gainers, by your 


ditlolution. For hear what the oracle of heaven 
fays upon this important point, I} Hoſe betieveth in 
me ſhall never dit. ce What ſublime aud emphatical 
language is this! Thus much, at leaſt, it muſt im— 
ort: ee The nature of that laſt ch. inge ſhall be 
« ſurpriſingly altered for the better. It ſhall no 
longer be ae as a puniſament; but rather: 


40 be 


Oryor Cerwis. et arente Nimbos, 
Ocyor Euro, 
when compared with this inimitable firoke of divine poctiy !- 
walkeih upon the 9v/ings the wind. 


© John xi. 26, 


— 
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&© be vouchſafed, as a bleſſing. To ſuch perſons, it 
« ſhall come attended with: {ſuch a train of bene- 
&© fits, as will render it a kind of happy improprie- _ 
« ty, to callgt dying. Dying! No; *ris then they 
« truly begin to live. Their exit is the end of 
c their frailty, and their entrance upon perfection. 
6 Their laſt groan is the prelude to life and immor- 

« tality.“ | 
4 O ye timorous ſouls, that are terrified at the paſ- 
ſing- bell; that turn pale at the fight of an opened 
grave; and can ſcarce behold a coffin, or a ſcull, 
without a ſhuddering horror; ye that are in bon- 
dage to the griſly tyrant, and tremble at the ſhak- 
ing of his iron rod; cry mightily to the Father of 
your ſpirits, for faith in his dear Son. Faith will 
iree you from your ſlavery. * Faith will embolden 
you to tread on (this fierceſt of) ſerpents. © Old, 
Simeon, claſping the child J=$sus in the arms of his 
fleſh, and the glorious Mediator in the arms of his 
faith, * departs with tranquillity and peace. That 
_ vitter 


b Death's terror is the mountain faith removes: 
"Tis /aith diſarms deſtruction —— 
Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 


Theſe, and ſome other quotations, I am proud to borrow from the 
Ntyht Thoughts : eſpecially from Night the Fourth: in which, energy 
of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and the moſt exquilite beauties 
of poetry, are the leaſt perfections to be admired. Almoſt every line 
= glows with devotion, rifes into the moſt exalted apprehenſions of the 
= adorable Redeemer, and is animated with the moſt lively faith in his 
all-fufhcient mediation, The author of this excellent performance, 
has the peculiar felicity of ennobling all the ſtrength of ſtyle, and every 
delicacy of imagination, with the grand and momentous truths of 
& Chriſtianity. Theſe thoughts give the higheſt entertainment to the 
fancy, and impart the nobleſt improvement to the mind: they not 

only refine our taſte, but prepare us for death, and ripen us for glory. 

I never take up this admirable piece, but Jam ready to ery out 
Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam libens, i. e.“ Inſpire me with fuch « 


** ſpirit, and life ſhall be delightful, nor death itſelf upwelcAne."* 


© Luke x. 19. 
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bitter perſecutor Saul, having won CnrisrT, being 
found in CHRIST, longs to be. diſmiſſed from cum- 
hrous clay, and kindles info rapture at the profpect 
of diſſolution d. Methinks I ſee another of ImaMa- 
| NUEL'S followers, truſting in his Saviour, leaning 
| on his Beloved, go down to the ſilent ſhades with 
compoſure and alacrity. © In this powerful name, 
an innumerable company of ſinful creatures have 
fet up their banners; and “ overcome through the 
© blood of the Lamb.”  Authorifed by the Captain 
of thy falvation,' 7hou alſo mayſt fet thy feet upon 
the neck of this king of 'terrors. Furniſhed with 
this antidote, %u alſo mayſt play around the hole 
of the aſp, and put thy undaunted hand on this 
cockatrice den. 4 Thou maylt © feel the viper faſten- 
ing to thy mortal part, and fear no evil, thou ſhalt 
one day ſhake it off by a joyful reſurrection, and 
ſuffermo harm. | £ 


* 


Reſurreftion ! That cheering word eaſes my mind 
of an anxious thought, and ſolves a moſt moment- Ml 
ous queſtion. I was going to aſk, ** Wherefore 
© do all theſe corpſes ly here, in this abject condi- 
ic tion? Is this their final ſtate? Has death con- 
„ quered? and will the tyrant hold captivity cap- 
« tive? How long wilt thou forget them, O Lord? 

„For ever!“ No, ſaith the voice from heaven, 
the word of divine revelation ; The righteous are all 
e priſoners of hope.” * There is an hour (an aw- 
ful ſecret that, and known only to all- foreſeeing 
wiſdom) an appointed hour there is, when an act i 
of grace will paſs the great ſeal above, and give W 
them an univerſal diſcharge, a general delivery from 
the abodes of corruption. — Then {hall the Lorp 
IEsus deſcend from heaven, with the ſhout of the 
archangel, and the trump of Gop. en 
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ſelf ſhall hear his call, and the obedient grave give 
up her dead. In a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, they ſhake off the ſleep of ten thouſand years, 
and ſpring forth, like the bounding roc, * to mes 
their LokD in the air.“ 
And, O! with what cordial congratulations, What 
tranſporting endearments, do the foul and Sour, 
thoſe affectionate companions, re-unite | But with 
how much greater demonſtrations of kindneſs, arc: 
they 52th received by their compaſſionate Redeemer ! 
The Ancient of days, who comes in the clouds of 
heaven, is their friend, their father, their bridegroom. 
He comes with irreliftible power, and infinite glory, 
But they have nothing to fear from his majeſtic ap- 
pearance. 'Thoſe tremendous fſolemmities, winch ſpread. 
deſolation and aſtoniſhment through the univerſe, 
ſerve only to inflame their love, and heighten their 
hopes. The Judge, the awſul Judge, amidit all his 
magnificence and ſplendor, vouchſafes to confers 
their names; vouchlates to commemorate their hdc- 
lity, before all the inhabitants of the Kies, and the 
whole aſſembled world. 

Hark! the thunders are hufhed. Sec! the light- 
nings ceaſe their rage; the angelic armies ſtand in 
filent ſuſpenſe; the whole race of Adam is wrapt in 


| pleaſing, or anxious expectation.— And now that 


adorable perſon, whoſe favour 1s better 'than life, 
whoſe acceptance is a crown of glory, lifts up the 
light of his countenance w10n the righteous. He 


1 ſpea aks; and what raviſhing words proceed from his 


gracious lips! What ecitalies of delight they en- 


kindle in the breaſts of the faithful! «1 accept 


«ac 
«c 
cc 


you, O my people! Ye are they that believed in 
my name. Ye are they that renounce. your jelves, 
and are complete in me. I fee no ſpot or blemith 
in you; for ye are waſhed in my blood, and cloth- 
ed in my righteouſneſs. Renewed by my Spirit, 
ye have glorified me on earth, and have been 
I 2 „ faithſu! 
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faithful unto death. Come, then, ye ſervants of 
* holineſs,”enter into the joy of your Lon v. Come, 
ye children of light, ye bleſſed of my Father, re- 
« ceive the #ingdom that ſhall never ' Oy removed ; 
« wear the crown which fadeth not away; and en- 
Do joy pleaſures tor evermore !” 

"Chen it will be one of the ſmalleſt privileges of 
the righteous, that they ſhall languiſh no more; that 
bckneis will never again ſhew her. pale countenance 
in their dwellings. Death 11: if will be © ſwallow- 
* ed up in victory.“ That fatal javelin which has 
drunk the blood of monarchs, and finds its way 
ta the hearts of all the ſons of Adam, fhall be 
utterly broken. The enormous ſeythe, which has 
ſtruck empires from their root, and ſwept ages and 
generations into oblivion, ſhall ly by in perpetual 
uſeleſſnefs. Sin alſo, which filled thy quiver, thou 
inſatiate archer !—fin, which ſtrung thy arm with 
reſiſtleſs vigour Which pointed all thy ſhafts with 
inevitable deſtruction—ſin, will then be done away. 
Whatever is Vail, or depraved, will be thrown off 
with thy grave-clothes. All to come is perfeck ho- 
lineſs, and conſummate happineſs ; the term of whoſe 
continuance is eternity. 


O Eternity! eternity! how are our nobleſt, our 
e thoughts, loſt and overwhelmed in thee 2 
Who can ſet land-marks to limit thy dimenſions, or 
find plummets to fathom thy depths? Aritbmeticians 
have figures to compute all the progreſſions of time; 
oſtrenamers have inſtruments to calculate the diſtan- 
ces of 88 3 81 but what numbers can ſtate, 

| what 


0 Iſaiab, ſpeaking of the new \ Jeruſalem, mentions this as one of 
3ts immunities, The inhabitant thereof foall no more ſay, I am #2 ich, Ano- 
ther clauſe in its royal charter runs thus, GOD ſhall wipe away all 
rears from their eyes ; and there ſpall be no more death, neither ſorrow nor 
crying.» neither ſeat there be any more pain. Ia. xxxii. 24. Rev. xxi. 4. 
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what lines can gauge, the lengths and breadths of 
eternity? © It is higher than heaven; what canſt 
„thou do? Deeper than hell; what canſt thou 
« know? The meaſure thereof is longer than the 
« earth, broader than the ſea.” i 

Myſterious, mighty i eb A ſum not to be 
leſſened by the largeſt deductions; an extent not to 
be contracted by all poſſible diminutions.! None can 
truly fay, after the moſt prodigious waſte of ages, 
* 50 much of eternity is gone.” For, when mil- 
lions of centuries. are elapſed, it is but juſt com- 
mencing; and, when millions more have run their 
ample round, it will be no nearer ending. Yea, 
when ages, numerous as the bloom of ſpring, in- 
| creaſed by the herbage of ſummer, both augmented 
by the leaves of autumn, and all multiplied by the 
drops of rain, which drown the winter, —when theſe, 
and ten thouſand times ten thouſand more,—more 
than can be repreſented by any ſimilitude, or imagin- 
ed by any conception ;—when all theſe are revolved. 
and finiſhed, eternity, vaſt, boundlets, OY eter- 
nity, will only be beginning. . 

What a pleaſing, yet awful thought is this! fun 
of delight, and full of dread. O! may it alarm 
our fears, quicken our hopes, and animare all our 
endeavours! Since we are ſoon to launch into this 
endleſs and inconceivable ſtate, let us give all dili- 
gence to ſecure our entrance into bliſs—Noo, let us 
give all diligence ; becauſe there is no alteration in 
the ſcenes of futurity. Tbe wheel never turns; 
all is ſtedfaſt and immovtable beyond the grave. 
Whether we are then ſeated on the throne, . or 
itretched on the rack, a ſeal will be ſet to our con- 
dition, by the hand of everlaſting mercy, or inflex-- 
ble juſtice. —The- ſaints always rejoice amidſt the 
imiles of heaven; their karps are been tuned 

| 13 their 
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their triumphs admit of no interruption. —The ruin 
of the wicked is irremediable. The fatal ſentence, 
once paſſed, is never to be repealed. No hope of 


exchanging their doleful habitations. But all things 
bear the ſame diſmal aſpect for ever and ever. 


The wicked My mind recoils h at the apprehen- 
kon of their miſery. It has ſtudiouſly waved the 
tearful ſubject, and ſeems unwilling to purſue it 
even now.—PÞBut, *tis better to reflect upon it for 
2 few minutes, than to endure it to eternal ages. 
Perhaps, the conſideration of their aggravated mi- 
ſery may be projiably terrible; may teach me more 
highly to prize the Saviour, who © delivers from 
„going down to the bottomleſs pit;“ may drive me, 
like the avenger's ſword, to this only city of refuge 
for obnoxious ſinners. | 

The wicked ſeem to ly here, like malefactors in 
a deep and ſtrong dungeon, reſerved againſt the 
day of trial.—* Their departure was without peace.” 
Clouds of horror fat lowering upon their cloſing 
eye-lids, moſt ſadly foreboding the “ blackneſs of 
„ darkneſs for ever.” When the laſt ſickneſs ſeized 
their frame, and the inevitable change advanced ; 
when they ſaw the fatal arrow fitting to the ſtrings ; 
ſaw the deadly archer aiming at their heart; and felt 
the envenomed ſhaft faſtened in their vitals—Good 
Gop |! what fearfulneſs came upon them! what hor- 


| Hible dread overwhelmed them | How did they ſtand 


Muddering and aghaſt upon the tremendous preci— 
pice; exceſſively afraid to plunge into the abyſs of 
eternity, yet utterly unable to maintain their ſtanding 


on the verge of life. 


Ol what pale reviews, what ſtartling profpeQs, 
conſpire to augment their ſorrows !——'Phey look 


 backward'z. and, behold! a moſt melancholy ſcene 


Sins 


„ Aniomns meminiffe borret, Iufluque refugit. vine. 
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Sins unrepented of, mercy lighted, and the day of 
grace ending.—— They look forward ; and nothing 
preſents itſelf, but the righteous Judge, the dread- 
ful tribunal, and a moſt ſolemn reckoning. —— 
They roll around their affrighted eyes on attending 
friends. If accomplices in debauchery, it tharpens 
their anguiſh, to confider this further aggravation 
of their guilt, that they have not ſinned alone, but 
drawn others into the ſnare. If religious acquaint- 
ance, it ſtrikes a freſh gaſh into their hearts, to 
think of never ſeeing them any more, but only at 
an unapproachable diſtance, ſeparated by the unpaſ- 
{able gulph. | 
At laſt, perhaps, they begin to pray. Finding no 
other poſſible way of relief, they are conſtrained to 
apply unto the Almighty : with trembling lips, and 
a faltering tongue, they cry unto that ſovereign 
Being, * who kills and makes alive.” But w 
have they deferred, ſo long deferred their addreſſes 
to Gop? Why have they deſpi/ed all his counſels, 
and ſtood incorrigible under his inceſſant reproofs? 
How often have they been forewarned of theſe ter- 
rors, and moſt importunately intreated to ſeek the 
LORD, while he might be found ? I wiſh they 
may obtain mercy at the eleventh, at the laſt hour. 
1 wiſh that they may be ſnatched from the jaws, the 
opened, the gaping, the almoſt cloſing jaws of dam- 
nation. But, alas! who can tell, whether affronted 
Majeſty will lend an ear to their complaint? whether 
the Holy One will work a miracle of grace in behalf 
of ſuch tranſgreſſors? He may, for aught any mor- 
tal knows, “ laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
6“ their fear cometh.” | by 
Thus they ly, groaning out the poor remains of 
life; their limbs bathed in fweat; their heart ſtrug- 
gling with convulſive throes; pains unſupportable 
throbbing through every pulſe; and innumerable 
darts of agony transfixing their conſcience. 


Tn 
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In that dread moment, how the frantic foul 
Raves round the walls of her clay tenement ; 
Runs to each avenue: and fhrieks for help ; 
But ſbriebs in vaia! How wiſhfully ſhe locks 
On alt fhe's leaving, now no langer hers ! 
A little longer, yet a little langer, 
O! might ſbe jay, to waſh away her crimes, 
And fit her for her paſſage! Mournful fight ! 
Her very eyes weep blood; and every groan 
She heaves, ts big with horror: but the foe, 
Like a flaunch murd'rer, ſteudy to his purpoſe, 
 Purſues her eleſe through every lane of life, 
Nor miſſes once the track, but preſſes on ; 
Till, forc'd at laft to the tremendous verge, 
At once fhe inks —— f | | 


If this be the end of the ungodly, “ My foul, 
«© come not thou into their ſecret! Unto their 
et aſſembly, mine honour, be not thou united ! ”— 
How awfully accompliſhed is that prediction of in- 
ſpired wiſdom! * Sin, though ſeemingly ſweet in 
© the commiſſion, yet at laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, 
“ and ſtingeth like an adder.” | 


Happy diſſolution ! were this the period of their 
woes. But, alas! all theſe tribulations are only 
the © beginning of ſorrows ;” a ſmall drop only from 
that cup of trembling, which 1s mingled for their 
future portion. No ſooner has the laſt pang 
diſlodged their reluctant ſouls, but they are hurried 
into the preſence of an injured angry Gop; not 
under the conducting care of beneficent angels, but 
expoſed to the inſults of accurſed ſpirits, who 
lately tempted them, now wup5raid them, and will 
for ever torment them. ——W ho can imagine their 
confuſion and diſtreſs, when they ſtand, guilty and. 

| t | TS inexcuſable, 


f See a valuable poem, entitled, The Grave. 
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inexcuſable, before their incenſed Creator? They 
are received with frowus: “ The Gop that made 
« them, has no mercy on them.” > The Prince of 
peace rejects them with abhorrence. He conſigns 
them over to chains of darkneſs, and receptacles of 
deſpair, againſt the ſeverer doom and more public 
infamy of the great day. Then all the vials of wrath 
will be emptied upon theſe wretched creatures. The 
law they have violated, and the goſpel they have 
ilighted ; the power they have defied, and the good- 
nels they have abuſed ; will all get themſelves ho- 
nour in their exemplary deſtruction. Ihen Gon, 
the Gop to whom vengeance belongeth, will draw 
the arrow to the very head, and ſet them as the mark 
of his inexorable diſpleaſure. 
| ReſurreCtion will be no privilege to them; but 
immortality itſelf their everlaſting curſe. —— Would 
they not bleſs the grave, © that land where all things 
„% are forgotten, and wiſh to ly eternally hid in its 
deepelt gloom ? But the duſt refuſes to conceal their 
perſons, or to draw a veil over their practices. They 
mult alſo awake; muſt ariſe ; muſt appear at the 
bar, and meet the Judgez a Judge before whom 
„the pillars of heaven tremble, and the earth melts 
„ away; a Judge, once Tong-ſuftering and very 
compaſſionate, but now unalterably determined to 
teach ſtubborn offenders, —what it is to provote the 
omnipotent Godhead; what it is to tfraniple upon the 
blood of his Son, and offer d-/p:te to all the gracious 
overtures of his Spirit. 
O, the perplexity ! the diſtraction ! that muſt 
ſeize the impenitent rebels, when they are ſummon- 
ed to the great tribunal | What will they do in this 
day of ſevere viſitation ! this day of final decttion.— 
— Where? how? whence can they find help? 
- To which of the ſaints will they turn? whither 
betabe 
b Ia. xxvii. 11. 
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berake themſelves for ſhelter, or for ſuccour ?—A- 
las! it is all in vain ; it«s all too late.—Friends and 
acquaintance know them no more: men and angels 
abandon them to their approaching doom: even the 
Mediator, the MEDviaror himſelf, deſerts them in 
this dreadful hour. —To fy, will be impracticable; 
to ju/tify themſelves, ſtill more impoſſible z ana now, 
to make any /upplications, utterly unavailable, 
_ Behold ! the books are opened; the ſecrets of all 
hearts are diſcloſed ; the hidden things of darkneſs 
are brought to light. How empty, how ineffectual, 
now, are all thoſe refined ar7i/tces with which hypo- 
'crites impoſed upon their fellow. creatures, and pre- 
ſerved a character in the fight of men f—The jeal- 
ous Gor, who has been about their path and about 
their. bed, and ſpied out all their ways, “ ſets before 
« them the things that they have done,” They can- 
not anſwer him one in a. thouſand, nor ſtand in the 
awful judgement. The heavens reveal their iniquities, 
and the earth riſes up againfl.them, * They are ſpeech- 
leſe with guilt, and /igmatized with infamy, before 
all the armies of the ſky, and all the nations of the 
redeemed. —What a favour would they eſteem it, to 
hide their aſhamed heads in the bottom of the ocean, 
or even to be buried beneath the ruins of the totter- 
ing world ! | | | 1 840 
If the contempt poured upon them be thus in- 
ſupportable, how will their hearts endure, when 
the ſword of infinite indignation is unſheathed, and 
fiercely waved around their defenceleſs heads, or 
pointed directly at their naked breaſts! How mult 
the wretches ſcream with wild amazement, and 
rend the very heavens with their cries, when the 
right-aiming thunderbolts go abroad ! go abroad with 
a dreadful commiſſion, to drive them from the 
| ET kingdom. 
à ſob xx. 27. 
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kingdom of glory; and plunge them,—not into the 
ſorrows of a moment, or the tortures of an hour, 
-—but into all the reſtleſs agonies of unquenchable 
fire, and everlaſting deſpair. d | 
Miſery of miſeries ! too ſhocking for reflection to 
dwell upon. But, if ſo diſmal to foreſee, and that 
at a diſtance, together with ſome comfortable ex- 
pectation of eſcaping it———O1 how bitter, in- 
conceivably bitter, to bear, without any intermiſhon, 
or buy mitigation, through hopeleſs and eternal 
ages | £6.40 
"Who has any bowels of pity ? Who has 
any ſentiments of compaſſion © Who has any ten- 
der concern for his fellow-creatures ?— Who? 
In Gop's name, and for CaurisT's ſake, let him 
ihew it, by warning every man, and beſeeching eve- 
ry man, to /ee& the Loxp while he may be found ; 
to throw down the arms of rebellion, before the act 
of indemnity expires; ſubmiſſively to adore the 
Lamb, while he holds out the golden ſceptre.—— 
Here let us act the friendly part to mankind ; here 
let the whole force of our benevolence exert itſelf ; 
in exhorting relations, acquaintance, neighbours, 
whomſoever we may probably influence, to take the 
wings of faith unfeigned, of repentance undelayed, 
and flee away from this wrath to come. | 22 


Upon the whole: What ſtupendous diſcoveries 
are theſe! Lay them up in a faithful remembrance, 
O my ſoul. Recollect them with the moſt ſerious 
attention, when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. When thou walkeſt, receive them for 
thy companions; when thou talkeſt, liſten to them 
eee | | as 


d Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell : hope never comes, 
That comes to all : but torture without end 
Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed | 
With ever-burning ſulphur unconſum'd. Mir r. 
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as thy prompters; and whatever thou doſt, conſult 
them as thy directors. Influenced by theſe con- 
ſiderations, thy views will greaten, thy affeCtions 
be exalted, and thou thyſel! raiſed above the tanta- 
lizing power of periſhing things. Duly mindful of 
theſe, it will be the ſum of thy de/ires, and the ſcope 
of thy endeavours, to gain the approbation of that 
ſovereign Being, who will then fill the throne, and 
pronounce the deciſive ſentence. Thou wilt ſee no- 
thing worth a wiſh, ? in compariſon of having his 
will for thy rule; his glory for thy aim; and his ho- 
ly Spirit for thy ever-actuating principle. 


Wonder, O man; be loſt in admiration, at thoſe 
prodigious events, which are coming upon the uni- 
verſe : events, the greatneſs of which nothing finite 
can meaſure; ſuch as will cauſe whatever is conſi- 
derable or momentous, in the annals: of all genera- 
tions, to ſink into littleneſs and nothing. Events 
(Ixsus, prepare us for their approach; defend us, 
when they take place!) big with the everlaſting 
fates of all the living, and all the dead, ——I muſt 
ſee the graves cleaving, the ſea teeming, and ſwarms 
unſuſpected, crowds unnumbered, yea, multitudes 
f threnging nations, riſing from both. ——I muſt 
Fe the world in flames; muſt ſtand at the diſſolution 
of all terreſtrial things; and be an attendant on the 
buxial of nature. I muſt ſee the vaſt expanſe of 
the ſky/wrapt up like a ſcroll; and the incarnate 
Gor, iſſuing forth from light inacceſſible, with 
ten thouſand times ten thouſand angels, to judge 
both men and dewils.——I muſt ſee the curtain of 
time drop; ſee all eternity diſcloſed to view; and 
| enter 


P Great day of dread, deciſion, and deſpair ! 
At thought of thee, each ſublunary wiſh 
Lets go its cager graſp, and quits the world. 
| Night-Thought:, 
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enter upon a ate of being that will never, never 
have an end. 

And ought I not (let the vaineſt imagination deter- 
mine; ought I not) to try the ſincerity of my faith, 
and take heed to my ways? Is there an inquiry, is 
there a care, of greater, of equal, of comparable 


importance /——1s not this an infinitely preſſing call, 


to ſee that my loins are girded about, my lamp trim- 


med, and myſelf dreſſed for the Bridegroom's ap- 
pearance ? that, waſhed in the fountain opened in 


my Saviour's ſide, and clad with the marriage-gar- 


ment, wove by his obedience, I may be found in 
peace, unblameable, and unreproveable.- Other-- 
wiſe, how ſhall I ſtand with boldneſs, when the ſtars 


of heaven fall from their orbs? how ſhall I come 


forth erect and courageous, when the earth itſelf reels 
to and fro like a drunkard ? * how ſhall I_look up 


with joy, and ſee my ſalvation drawing nigh, when 


the hearts of millions and millions fail for fear ? 


Now, Madam, leſt my meditations ſet in a cloud, 
and leave any unpleating gloom upon your mind 
let me once more turn to the brightening proſpects of 
the righteous. A view of them and their delightful - 
expectations, may ſerve to exhilarate the thoughts 
which have been muſing upon melancholy ſubjects, 
and hovering about the edges of infernal darkneſs : 
juſt as a ſpacious field, arrayed in cheerful green, re- 
lieves and reinvigorates the eye, which has fatigued 
itfelf by poring upon ſome minute, or gazing upon 
{ome glaring object. 5 

The righteous ſeem to ly by in the boſom of the 
earth, as a wary pilit in ſome well-ſheltered creek, 
till all the ſtorms, which infect this lower world, are 
blown over. Here they enjoy ſafe anchorage, are in 
Vol, I. K To: ne 
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no danger of foundering, amidſt the waves of prevail- 
ing a ce A or of being ſhipwrecked on the rocks of 
any powerful temptation. But, ere long, we ſhall be- 
hold them hoiſting their flag of hope; riding before 
a ſweet gale of atoning merit, and redeeming love; 
till they make, with all the fails of an aſſured faith, 
the bleſſed port of eternal life. 

Then may the honoured friend to whom I am 
writing, rich in good works, rich in heavenly tem— 
pers, but inexpreſſibly richer in her Saviour's righte- 
ouſneſs, —-O ! may ſhe enter the harbour, like a gal- 
Jant Pately 4fſcl, returned ſucceſsful and victorious 


- from ſome grand expedition, with acclamations, ho- 


nour, and joy! while my /ittle bark, attendant on 
the ſolemnity, and a partaker of the triumph, glides 
humbly after; and both reſt together in the haven, — 
the wiſh'd-ſor, bliſsful haven, of perfect ſecurity, 
and everlaſting repoſe, 
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THE END. 
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FLOWER-GARDEN. 


„ 


” — 


— — — ———— 


T heal upon the pleaſure, which ave take in a garden, 


as one of the moſt innocent delights in human life. 
A garden ww1s the habitation of our firſt parents 
before the full. It is naturally apt to fil the mind 
with calmneſs and tranquillity, and to lay all its 
turbulent paſſions at reſt. it gives us a great inſight 
into the contrivance and wiſdom of Providence, and 
ſuggeſts innumerable ſubjects for meditation. 


Spect. Vol. VII. No. 477. 
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IN. 4 


LETTER TOA AD. 


MADAM, 


8 time ago, my meditations took a turn a- 

mong the tombs : they viſited the awful and 
melancholy manſions of the dead:* and you was 
pleaſed to favour them with your attention. —May 
I now beg the honour of your company; in a more 
inviting and delightful excurſion ? in a beautiful 
Flawer-garden, where [ lately walked, and at once 
regaled the ſenſe, and indulged the fancy, 


It was early in a /ummer- MoS ning, when the air 
was. | £008, the earth moiſt, the whole face of the 
I 3 creation 


a % Diſcourſes on the veriiry of the creature, which repreſent the 
& barrennefs of every thing in this world, and its incapacity of pro- 
% ducing any ſolid or ſubſtantial } lappine s, are uſetul.---Thoſe ſpecu— 
© lations alto, which th:w the Hint her of tings, and lay forth 
© thoſe innocent entertainme ats, wh ich are to. be met with among 
* the ſeveral olycets that encompats us, are no leſs beneficial.” Spect. 
Vol, V. No. 393. N the plan of tie obſervations, the priced- 
ug and following refleQtions me formed 


Lad 
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creation freſh and gay. The noiſy world was ſcarce 


awake. Buſineſs had not quite ſhook off his ſound 
ſleep 3 and riot had but juſt reclined his giddy head. 
All was ferene; all was ſtill; every thing -tended to 
inſpire tranquillity of mind, and invite to ſerious 
thought. 

Only the wakeful ark had left her neſt, and was 
mounting on high, to ſalute the opening day. Ele- 
vated in air, the ſeemed to call the laborious huſband- 
man to his toil, and all her fellow. ſongſters to their 
notes. ——Earlieſt of birds, ſaid |, companion of the 
dawn, may I always riſe at thy voice! riſe to offer 
the matin-ſong, and adore that beneficent Being, 
« who maketh the outgoings of the morning and 
« evening to rejoice.“ I 

How charming to rove abroad, at this ſweet hour 
of prime ! to enjoy the calm of nature, to tread the 


dewy lawns, and taſte the unrifled freſhneſs of the 
air | 


Sweet is the breath of morn, her riſing ſweet, 
With charm of earligſt birds. b 


What a pleaſure do the ſons of f-th loſe! Little, 
ah 1 little is the fluggard ſenſible, how delicious an 
entertainment he foregoes, for the pooreſt of ali 
animal gratifications. © 


The greyneſs of the dawn decays gradually. 
Abundance 


b MI Lr. Par. Loft, Book IV. line 641. 

© Sce! how revelation and reaſon, the ſcriptures and the claſſics, 
unanimouſly exhort to this moſt heneficial practice. They both in- 
vite us to early riing, by the molt engaging motives, and the moſt 
alluring repreizotations. | | 

Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field; let us ludre in the vil- 
lapes. Let us get up early to the winzyards ; let us ſee if Me vine flouriſ: "Y 
whether the tender grape efpfear, and the pomegranates bud forth. Song vii. 
11, 12. | 


Lucferi primo cum ſidere frigida rura 
Carpamis, dum mane nouum dum gramina can ent, 
Ei ros in leneri pecori gratiſfmus herba of, 


VI * C „ Geng, [ If, 
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Abundance of ruddy ſtreaks tinge the fleeces of the 
firmament; till at length the dappled aſpect of the 
ealt is loſt in one ardent and bouncleſs #/ufb.——Tg 
it the ſurmiſe of imagination, or do the ſkies reall 
redden with thame, to ſee ſo many ſupinely -ſtretch- 
ed on their drowſy pillows ! — — Shall man be loſt 
in luxurious eaſe? Shall man waſte theſe precious 
hours in idle flumbers ; while the vigorous ſun is 
up, and going on his Maker's errand ? while all 
the feathered choir are hymning the Creator, and 
paying their homage in harmony? ———- No. Let 
bim heighten the melody of the tuneful tribes, by 
adding the rational ſtrains of devotion. Let him im- 
prove the fragrant oblations of nature, by mingling, 


with the riſing odours, the more refined breath of 
praiſe. ; ; 


It is natural for man to look upward; f to throw 
his firſt glance upon the objects that are above him. 


Strait towards heav'n my wond' ring eyes I turn'd, 
And gaz'd a while the ample Sk. 


Prodigious theatre | where lightnings dart their 
fire, and thunders utter their voice; where tempeſts 
ſpend their rage, and worlds unnumbered roll at 
large |——O! the greatneſs of that mighty hand, 
which meteth out this amazing circumference with 
a ſpan! O! the immenſity of that wonderful Being, 
before whom this unmeafuravle extent is no more 
than a point !—And, O! (thou plealing thought!) 
the unſearchable ricles of that mercy, which is. 
n greater than the heavens! is more enlarged and 
extenſive, in its gracious exerciſe, than theſe illimit- 
able tracts of air, and fza, and firmament ! which 


pardons 
f Os bomini ſublimi dedit, cœlimgue tueri | 
Judit, et erectos ad /idera tel ere vultus. Ovid. 
S Mir r. Par. Loſt, Book VIII. line 247. 
v Plain ci. 4. 


M 


- 
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pardons crimes of the moſt enormous ſize, and the 
moſt horrid aggravations; pardons them, in conſi- 
deration of the Redeemer's atonement, with perfect 
freeneſs, and the utmoſt readineſs! more readily, 
if it were poſſible, than this a/l-ſurrounding expanſe 
admits, within its circuit, a ridge of mountains, or 
even a grain of ſand. 

Come hither, then, ye awakened, trembling ſin— 
ners. Come, 5 weary and heavy laden, with a ſenſe 
of your iniquities. Condemn yourſelves. Renounce 
all rehance on any thing of your own. Let your 
truſt be in the lender mercy of Gon, for ever and ever. 

In them he hath ſet a tabernacle for the ſun. u. — 
Behold him coming forth from the chambers of the | 
eaſt. See! the clouds, like floating curtains, are | 
thrown back at his approach. With what refulgen? 
mgjehiy does he walk abroad! How tranſcendently 
bright is his countenance, ſhedding day, and inex- 
hauſtible light, through the univerſe! Is there a 

ſcene, 


} 
. 


5 The lines which follow, are admirably deſcriptive of the ſpirit 
and practice hinted above. In them deſire pants; prayer wrefiles ; 
and faith, as it were, gra/ps the prize.---I take leave to tranſpiant 
them into this place; and I could wiſh them a better, a more con- 
ſpicuous ſituation, than either their zow or their native foil. Their 
native foil is no other than the lamentation of a ſinner, written by Mr 
Sternhold. Notwithſtanding the unpromiſing genius of the perform- 
ance, I think, we may challenge the greateſt maſters, to produce any 
thing more ſpirited and importunate; more full of nature, or more 

fluſhed with lite, 


Mercy, god LORD, mercy I crave; © 
This 1s the total ſum ; 

For mercy, LORD, is all my ſuit ; 
LURD, let thy mercy come. 


The ſhort ſentences ;-»-Not a ſingle copulative ;---The frequent repc- 
tition of the divine name ;---'Fhe almoſt inccllant reiteration of the 
bleſſing, io paſlionately dofired, and inexpreiibly nceded ; This is 
the genuine language of ardour: theſe are beauties obvious to cvery 
eye; and cannot fail, either to pieal: the pudicions faite, or to edity 
the gucious heart. 


h Pal. Yix. 4, 
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ſcene, though finiſhed by the moſt elaborate and 
coſtly refinements of art, “ comparable to theſe 
e illuſtrious ſolemnities of opening fun- ſhine? Be— 
„ fore /, all the ſtudied pageantry of the theatre, 
«© the glittering conomy of an aſſembly, cr even 
e the heightened ornaments of a royal palace, hide 
„their diminiſhed heads, and ſhrink into nothing.” 
-———] have read of a perſon ſo ſtruck with the 
ſplendours of this noble luminary, that he imagined 
himſelf made on purpoſe to contemplate its glories. 
O! that Chriſtians would adopt his perſuaſion, and 
transfer it to the Sun , Righteouſneſs ! Thus ap- 
plied, it would ceaſe to be a chimerical notion, and 
become a molt important truth. For ſure I am, it 
13 the ſupreme happineſs of the eternal ttate. And 
therefore, may weil be the ruling concern of this 
prefent life, 79 know the enly true GOD, ond JESU 
CHRIST, whoin he hath ſent. Nor do I ſtand alone 
in this opinion. The very beſt judge of whatever 
is valuable in ſcience, or per«-CGtive of our nature; 
a judge, who formed his taſte on the maxims of 
paradiſe, and received e the finiſhings of his education 
in the third heavens; this judge determines to know 
nothing but FESUS CHRIST, and him crucified. 
He pofleſſed, in his own perſon, the fineſt, the moſt 
admired accompliſhments ; yet pronounces them no 
better than dung, in compariſon of the © ſuperemi- 
nent exceNency of this ſaving knowledge. 

Methinks I diſcern a thoutand admirable proper- 
ties in the ſun. It is certainly the beſt material 
emblem of the Creator. There is more of Gon in 
its lire, energy, and iſe ting, than in any other 
viſible being. To worthip it as a deity, was the 
leaſt inexcuſable.ef all the Heathen idolatries. One 
icarce can wonder, that fallen reaſon thould miſtake 
ſo fair a copy for the adorable original. No compa— 

| riſon, 
© To vrt. N Tre yveoews. Phil. iii. 7, 8. 
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riſon, in the whole book of ſacred wiſdom, pleaſes 
me more, than that which reſcmbles the bleſſed 
Jesus, to yonder regent of the day; * who now 
advances on his azure road, to ſcatter light and diſ- 
penſe gladneſs through the nations. 


What were all the realms of the world, but a 
dungeon of darkn'ſ5, without the brams of the ſun ? 
All their fine fcenes, hid from our view, loſt in ob- 
ſcurity.—In vain we roll around our eyes in the mid- 
night-gloom. In vain we itrive to behold the fea- 
tures of amiable nature. Furn whither we will, no 
form or comelincſs appears. All ſeems a dreary 
waite, an undiſtinguiſhed chaos, till the returning 
hours have unbarred the gates of light, and Jet forth 
the morn. "Then, what a proſpect opens! The 
heavens are paved with azure, and ſtrewed with 
roſes. A vari-:ty of the livelieſt verdures array the 
plain. [he flowers put on a glow of the richeſt 
colours. The whole creation ſtands forth, dreſſed 
in all the charms of beauty. The raviſhed eye looks 
round, and wonders. 

And what had been the condition of our intellec- 
tual nature, without the great Redeemer, and his 
divine revelation *— Alas | what abſurd and unw orthy 
apprehenſions did the Pagan ſages form of Gon! 
What idle dreams, what childiſh conjectures, were 
their doctrines of a future ſtate I- How did the bulk, 
even of that favoured nation, the Jews, weary them- 
ſelves in very vanity, to obtain peace and reconcili2- 
tion with their offended Jrnovan |! till Jesus aroſe 
upon our benighted minds, and brought life and im- 
mortality to lightz till HE aroſe, 79 enlighten the 
wretched Gentiles, and to be the glory 7 his people 
Iſrael. 


Now, 


d Unto you that fear my nam, fall the 15 of Righteouſneſs ariſe, with 
healing in his _—_ Mal. iv, 2. 
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Now, we no longer cry out with a reſtleſs impa— 
tience, Where is G:d my Maker? For we are al- 
lowed to contemplate the brightneſs of his glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perfon, in the face of 
JESUS CHRIST.—Now, we no longer inquire, 
with an unſatisfied ſolicitude, “ Which is the way 
« to bliſs?” becauſe Jxsus has marked the path 
by his ſhining example; and left us an unerring 
clue, in his holy word — Now, we have no more 
realon to proceed with miſgiving hearts in our 
journey to eternity, or to aſk auxioufly, as we go, 
« Who will roll away the itone, and open the. 
« everlaſting doors ? who will remove the flamin 
ee ſword, and give us admiſhon into the delights of 
« paradiſe?” For it is done, all done, by the 
Captain of our ſalvation. Sin he has expiated, by 
the unblemiſhed ſacrifice of himſelf. Ihe law he 
has fulfil-d by his perfect obedience. The finner 
he transforms, by his fanctifying SemItr.——In a 
word, he hath both preſented us with a cr diſi, very 
of good things to come; and adminiſtered to us an 
abundant entrance into the final enjoyment of them. 

Whenever, therefore, we bleſs Gop tor the cir- 
cling ſeaſons, and revolving day, let us adore, 
thankfully adore him, for the more precious ap— 
pearance of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and his glo- 
rious goſpel. Without which, we ſhould have been 
groping, even to this hour, in ſpiritual darkneſs, 
and the ſhadow of death: without which, we muſt. 
have wandered in a maze of inextricable uncertain— 
ties; and have © ſtumbled upon the dark moun— 
* tains” of error, till we fell 1 into che bottomlets pit 
of perdition. 

Without that grand enlix vening principle, what 
were this earth, but a lifeleſs maſs! a rude lump 


of inactive ter "he trees could never break 

forth into leaves, nor the plants ſpring vp into 
, U pling up 

flowels., 


12 REFLECTIONS” ON A 

flowers. We would no; more behold the meadows 
mantled over with green, nor. the valleys, ſtanding 
thick with corn. Or, to ſpeak in the beautiful lan- 
guage of a prophet, e No langer would the jiz-tree 
bloſfom, nor fruit be in the vine: The labour of the 
olive would fail, and the fields could yield no meat + 
The flocks. muft be cut «ff from the fold, and there ⁊vculd 
be no herd in the ſtalls.— The ſun darts its beams 
among all the vegetable tribes, and paints the 
ſpring, and enriches the autumn. This pierces to 
the roots of the vineyard, and. the orchard; and 
ſets afloat thoſe: fermenting juices, which at length 
burſt into floods of wine, or bend the boughs with 
a mellow load. Nor are its favours confined to the 
upper regie, but diſtributed into the deeps/} re- 
ceſſes of creation. It penetrates the beds of metal, 
and: finds its way to the place of the ſapphires. It 
tinctures the ſeeds of gold, that are ripening into 
ore; and throws a brilliancy into the water of the 
diamond, that is hardening on its rock.—In ſhort, 
the beneficial agency of this magnificent luminary is 
inexpreſſible. It beautifizes and impregnates univer- 
ſal nature. There is nothing hid from the heat 
„thereof.“ | 


Juſt in the ſame manner, were the rational world 
dead in triſpaſſes and fins, without the reviving en- 
ergy. of Jesus CHRIST. He is © the reſurrection, 
„and the life ;” the overflowing ſountain of the 
one, and the all-powerful cauſe of the other. The 
ſecond Adam is a gui kening ſpirit, and all his ſaints 
live through him. He ſhines upon their affections, 
and they ſhoot forth into heavenly graces, and a- 
bound in the fruits of righteouſnets. Faith un- 
feigned, and love undifſembled, thoſe nobleſt pro- 
ductions of the renewed nature, are the effect of 
tis operation on the mind. Not ſo much as one 

| divine 
© Hab. iii. 17. 


f 
5 
{ 


*FLOWER- GARDEN. 121 
divine diſpoſition could ſpread itſelf, not one Chriſ- 
tian habit unfold and flouriſh, without the kindly 
influences of his grace. FLY Er. 05 


As there is no fruitfulneſs, ſo like wife no cheer- 


Fulneſs, © without the ſun.— When that auſpicious 


ſovereign of the day diffuſes the mildneſs of his 
morning ſplendour, he creates an univerſal feſtival. 
Millions of glittering infects awake into exiſtence, 
and baſk in his rays. The birds ſtart from their 
Humbers, and pour their delighted ſouls in harmo- 
ny. 'The flocks, with bleating accents, hail the 
welcome bleſſing. The herds, in lowing murmurs, 
expreſs their hoarſer acclamations. 'The valleys ring 
with rural muſic : the hills echo back the artleſs 
ſtrains. All that is vocal, joins in the general choir : 
all that has breath, exults in the cheering influence : 
—W hereas, was that radiant orb extinguiſhed, a 
tremendous gloom would enſue, and horror inſup- 
portable. Nay, let it only be eclip/ed for a few mi- 
nutes, and all nature aſſumes an air of /adneſs. The 
heavens put on a kind of mourning. The moſt 
ſprightly animals hang down their dejected heads. 
The ſongſters of the grove are ſtruck dumb. Howl- 
ing beaſts roam abroad for prey; ominous birds 
come forth and ſcreech; the heart of man fails, 
or a ſudden pang ſeizes the foreboding mind. 
So, when CurisT hides away his face, when 
faith loſes ſight of that conſolation of J/rael; how 
gloomy are the proſpects of the ſoul! Our GOD 
ſeems to be a conſuming fire, and our fins cry 
loudly for vengeance. The thoughts bleed inward- 
ly, the Chriſtian walks heavily ;: all without is irk-- 
tide nh Be ſome,” 

C « The fun, which is as the great ſoul of the univerſe, and pro- 
** duces all the neceſſaries of life, has a particular influence in cheering 


the mind of man, and making the heart glad.” 
9 Seger. Vol. V. No. 387. 
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Fome, all within is diſconſolate. Lift up then, moſt 
gracious JESUS, thou nobler day-ſpring from on high; 
O lift up the light of thy countenance upon th 

people! Reveal the fulneſs of thy mediatorial ſuf. 
ticiency; make clear our title to this great ſalvation ; 


and thereby impart 


TT hat nothing earthly gives, or can deſtroy, 


The ſoul's calm ſungſbine, and the heartfelt joy. © 


In one inſtance more, let me purſue the ſimili- 
tude. - The ſun, I obſerve, pours his luſtre all a- 
round, and in every direction. Profuſely liberal of 
His giſts, he Hluminates and cheers all the ends of 
the earth, and the whole compaſs of the ſkies. 
"The eaſt reddens with his riſing radiance, and the 
weſtern hills are gilded with his ſtreaming ſplen- 
dours. The chilly regions of the north are cheriſh- 
ed by his genial warmth, while the ſouthern tracts 
low with his fire.— Thus are the influences of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs diffiufve and unconfined. The 
generations of old felt them, and generations yet 
unborn will rejoice in them. 'The merits of his 
precious death extended to the firſt, and will be 
propagated to the laſt, ages of mankind, May they, 
are long, viſit the remoteſt climates, and darkeſt 
corners of the earth! Command thy goſpel, blefled 
Iksvs, thy everlaſting goſpel, to take the wings 
of the morning, and travel with yonder ſun. Let 
it fly upon ſtrong pinions among every people, na- 
tion, and language; that where the heat ſcorches, 
and the cold freezes, thou mayeſt be known, con- 
$eſſed, and adored; that frangers to thy name, 
and enemies to thy doCtrine, may be enlightened 
with the knowledge, and won to the love, of thy 
truth! O! may that beſt of æras come; that wiſh» 
£d-for period advance; when all the ends of the 
wworld Hall remember themſelves, and be turned un- 
© Porz, fb. £p. 
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to the LORD; and all the hindreds of the nations wor- 


Ship before him!“ p 


From the heavens we retire to the earth. —Here, 
the drops of dew, like ſo many liquid cryſtals, + 
ſparkle upon the eye. How brilliant, and unſullied, 
is their luſtre! How little inferior to the proud 
ſtone, which irradiates a monarch's crown ! They 
want nothing but ſolidity and permanency to equal 


them with the fineſt treaſures of the jeweller's caſket. 


But here, indeed, they are greatly deficient , 
ſhort-lived ornaments, poſſeſſed of little more than 
a momentary radiance. The ſun that lights them up, 
will ſoon exhale them. Within another hour, we 


may * look for their place, and they thall be away.” 


O! may every good reſolution of mine, and of my 


flock's; may our united breathings after Gop, not 


be like theſe tranſent decoratians of the morning, but 
like the fubſtantial glory of the growing day! The 
one ſhines more and more with augmented ſplen- 
dours; while the others, having glittered gaily for a. 


few moments, diſappear, and are loſt. 


How ſenſibly has this dew refreſbed the vegetable 
kingdoms! The fervent heat of yeſterday's ſun 
Had almoſt parched the face, and exhauſted the 


ſweets of nature. But what a ſovereign reſtorative 


are theſe cooling diſtillott5ns of the night! How 
they gladden and invigorate the languiſhing herbs ! 
Sprinkled with theſe reviving drops, their verdure 


_ deepens; their bloom is new-fluſhed ; their fra-- 


grance, faint or intermitted, becomes potent and 
copious.—Thus does the ever-blefled SpIRIT re- 
vive the drooping troubled conſcience of a ſinner. 
When that Almighty Comforter ſheds his ſweet in-- 
fluence on the ſoul, diſplays the all- ſuſſicient ſacri- 
5 i L 2 hce: 

* Pfal. xxii. 27. | | 8 

+ New morn, her roſy fteps in th' eaſtern eli 

Advanciug, fow'd the carth with orient pearl. M31. 
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fice of a divine Redeemer, and “ witneſſes with our 
« ſpirit,” that we are intergſted in the Saviour, and 
by this means, are children of GOD ; then, what a 
pleaſing change enſues! Former anxieties are re- 
membered no more. Every uneaſy apprehenſion 
vaniſhes. Soothing hopes, and delightful expecta- 
tions, ſucceed. The countenance drops its dejected 
mien; the eyes brighten with a lively cheerfulneſs ; 
_ while the lips expreſs the heart-felt ſatisfaction, in 
ihe language of thankſgiving, and the voice of me- 
ody. In this ſenſe, merciful Gop, be as the der 
tento Iſrael! © Pour upon them the continual dew 
of thy bleſſing.” And, O! let not my fleece be 
dry, while heavenly benediction deſcends upon all 
around. | - | 5 
Who can number theſe pearly drops? They hang 
on every hedge; they twinkle from every ſpray, 
and adorn the whole herbage of the field, Not a 
blade of graſs, not a fingle leaf, but wears the wa- 
tery pendants. S0 vaſt is the profuſion, that it baffles 
the arithmetician's art.—Here let the benevolent 
mind contemplate and admire that emphatical ſcrip- 
ture, which, from this elegant ſimilitude, deſcribes 
the increaſe of the Mefſiah's kingdom. The royal 
prophet, ſpeaking of CHRIST, and foretelling the 
ſucceſs of his religion, hath this remarkable expreſ- 
tion, The dew of thy birth is of the womb of the 


morning ; 


* Plalm et. 3. NVNA 7 IND DAN The moſt 
exact tranſlation of this diflicult paſlage is, I apprehend, as follows; 
Pre rore uteri aurore, tibi eft rot juventutis vel prolis tug. The dew of 
thy birth is larger, more copious, than the dew which proceeds from 
the womb of the morning. I cannot acquieſce in the new verſion ; 
becauſe that disjoins the wem of the morning, from the dew of thy 
dirt} -* whereas they ſeem to have a clear affinity, and a cloſe conne- 
xion. The womb of the morning is, with the utmoſt pertinency. 
applied to the conception and production of dews ; agreeably to a de- 
licate line, in that great maſter of juſt deſcription, and lively paiot- 
ing, Mr Thomſon, | 


tbe meek-ey'd morn appears, mother of dexvs.  SonnirR, 
We 
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morning: that is, As the morning is the mother of 


dews; produces them as it were from a prolific 
womb ;. 


We mect with a fine expreſſion in the book of Job, which may © 


ferve to confirm this remark, may illuſtrate the propriety of the 
phraſe uſed in this connexion : “ Hath the rain a father, or whe 
« hath begotten the dropt of denud lt ſeems, the oriental writers de- 
fighted to repreſent the dew as a kind of birth, as the offspring of the 
morning: And, if ſo, ſurely there could be no image in the whole 
corapaſs of the univerſe better adapted to the Pſalmiſt's purpoſe, or 
more ſtrongly ſignificant of thoſe multitudes of proſelytes which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of man, but 
of GOD ; by the powerful energy of his word aud Spirit, Upon this 
{uppoſition, the whole verſe deſcribes | 

The willing ſubjection. 

The gracious accompliſhments, : of Chriſt's converts. 

And the vaſt number, 
Q. d. In the day of thy power, when thy glorious goſpel ſhall be pub- 
liſhed in the world, and accompanied with marveilous efficacy.— 
In that memorable period, thy people, diſcontinuing the former obla- 
tions, commanded under the Moſaic law, ſhall devote them/etves, as 
ſo many living ſacrifices, to thy honour. Not conſtrained by force, 
but charmed with thy excellency, they ſhall come in volunteers to thy 
ſervice, and be freewill-efferings in thy church. — Neither ſhall they 
be“ empty vines, or bare profeſlors; but ſhall walk in all the 
beauties of hslineſs, and bring forth ſuch amiable fruit, as will adorn 
the doctrine they embrace. What is ſtill more defireable, they 
{hall be as numerous, as they are willing and holy. Born to thee in 
numbers, immenſe and inconceivable, exceeding even the countleſs 
myriads of dew-drops which are begotteg by the night, and ifſue - 
from the womb of the recent morning. 

By this interpretation, the text, I think, is cleared of its obſcurity 3 3 

and appears both truly ſublime, and perfectly juſt. 


May I be pardoned the digrc/ion, and acquitted from preſumption, 
if, on this occaſſion, I take leave to animadvert upon what feems 
harſh and unnatural in the common expoſition. of the laſt verſe of 
this pſalm? All the commentators (as many at leaſt as l have con- 
ſalted) inform their readers, that to drink of the brook in the way, ſig- 
nifies, to undergo ſufſerings and death ; which, in my opinion, is a con- 
ſtruction extremely forced, and hardly fupportable ; altogether re- 
mote from the import of ſuch poetical forms of - dition, uſual among 
the Eaſtern nations. In thoſe ſultry climes, nothing could be more 


welcome to the traveller, than a brook ſtreaming near his paths. To 


quench his thirſt, and lave his feet in the cooling current, was one 
| 3. bo | of 2 


* 
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wer? 
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womb; and ſcatters them with the moſt laviſh a- 
bundance, over all the ſurface of the earth; So ſhall 
thy ſecd be. O thou everlaſting Father! by the 

| preaching 


of the greateſt refreſhments imaginable, and reanimated him to pur- 
ſue his journey. For which reafon, among others, brooks are a very 
favourite image with the inſpired penmen; uſed to denote a ſituation 
fertile and delightful, or a ſtate of pleaſure and ſatisfafion ; but never, 
that I can recollect, to picture out the contrary condition of tribula- 
tion and diſtreſs. | 

The <vater-floods indeed, in the ſacred writings, often repreſent ſome 
imminent danger, or grievous affliction. But then, they are not— 

*\D 55 — ſtreams ſo calm, that they keep within their banks, 
and glide quietly by the traveller's footfteps; fo clear, that they are 
fit for the way-ſaring man's uſe, and invite his lips to a draught ; 
both which notions are plainly implied in the text. They are ra- 
ther—\\ Og = 66//erous billoxes ; burſting over a ſhip, or daſhing 
themſclves, with dreadful impetuoliry, upon the ſhore : or- 
—— ſweeping inundations ; which bear down all before them, and 
drown the neighbouring country. Beſides, in theſe inſtances of hor- 
ror, we never find the word - NY Y--He ſball drink ; which con- 
veys a pleaſing idea, (unleſs when it relates to a cup filled with bitter, 
intoxicating, or impoiſoned liquors; a caſe quite different from that 
under conſideration) ; but either---FFY Y---which imports terror and 
ftoniſbment, or elſe---F{Nt2)---and--" 1 Y---which ſignifies to 2 
Aon, to overwhelm, and even to bury under the waves. 

Upon the whole, may not the paſſage more properly allude to 
the influences of the Holy Ghoſt ? which were communicated, in un- 
meaſurable degrees, to our great High Prieſt, and were, in fact, 
the cauſe of his ſurmounting all difficulties.----Theſe are frequently 
repreſented by waters : ** Whoſo belicveth on me, out of his belly 
„ ſhall flow rivers of living waters.” The enjoyment of them is 
Ceſcribed by drinking : ** He that drinketh of the water that I ſhall 

*cive him, ſhall never thirſt.“ Then, the ſenſe may run in this 
well- connected and perſpicuous manner. It is afked, How ſhall 
the Redeemer be able to execute the various and important offices 
foretold in the preceding parts of the pſalm ? The prophet replies, 
He foall drink of the brook in the way. He mall not be left barely 
to his human nature, which muſt unavoidably ſink under the tre- 
mendous work of recovering a loſt world; but, through the 


whole courſe of his incarnate ſtate, through the whole adminiſtra- 


tion of his mediatorial kingdom, ſhall be ſupported with omni- 
potent ſuccours. He ſhall drink at the brook of almighty power, 
and travel on in the greatneſs of an uncreated ſtrength ———— 

N | Therefer: 


> —__—__ 
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preaching of thy word, ſhall ſuch an innumerable race 
of regenerate children be born unto thee, and prove 
an ornament and a bleſſing to all ages. Millions, 
millions of willing converts, from every nation un- 
der heayen, ſhall crowd into thy family, and reple- 
niſh thy church; till they become like the ftars of 
the ſky, or the ſands of the ſea, for multitude z or 
even as numberleſs as theſe fine ſpangles, which now 
cover the face of nature.—Behold then, ye obſti- 
nately wicked, though you © are not gathered, yet 
* will the Saviour be glorious.” His deſign ſhall. 
not miſcarry, nor his labour prove abortive, though 
you render it of none effect with regard to your- 
ſelves. Think not, that IudMANUEL will want be- 
lievers, or heaven inhabitants, becauſe you continue 


incorrigble. No; the Lamb that was ſlain, will 


„ ſee of the travel of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied,” in 
a never-failing ſeries of faithful people below, and 
an immenſe choir of glorified ſaints above; who 
ſhall form his retinue, and furround his throne, in 
ſhining and triumphant armies, ſuch as no man can 
number. 

Here I was reminded of the various expedients 
which Providence, unſearchably wiſe, uſes, to fruc- 
zify both the material and intellectual world, —— 


Sometimes you ſhall have impetuous and heavy ſhowers, 


burſting from the angry clouds. They laſh the 


plains, and make the rivers foam. A ſtorm brings 


them, and a deluge follows them.—At other times, 
theſe gentle dewws are formed in the ſerene evening- 
air: they ſteal down by flow degrees, and with in- 

ſenſible ſtillneſs ; ſo ſubtile, that they deceive the 


niceſt eye; ſo ſilent, that they eſcape the moſt deli- 
cate ear; and, when fallen, fo very light, that they 


neither 


Therefore foall he lift up his bead. By this means, ſhall he be equal ta 
the prodigious taſk, and ſuperior to all oppoſition. By this means, 
ſhall he be thoroughly ſucceſsful in whatever he undertakes, and great- 
ly triumphant, over all his enemies. | 


„ 
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neither bruiſe the tendereſt, nor oppreſs the weakeſt 
flower. Very different operations ! yet each con- 
curs in the /ame beneficial end; and both impart fer- 
tility to the lap of nature. | 
So, ſome perſons have I known reclaimed from the 
unfruitful works of darkneſs, by violent and ſevere 


means. The Almighty addreſſed their ſtubborn 


hearts, as he addreſſed the Ifraclites at Sinai, with 
lightning in his eyes, and thunder in his voice. 'The 
conſcience, ſmit with a ſenſe of guilt, and appre- 
henſive of eternal vengeance, trembled through all 
her powers; juſt as that ſtrong mountain tottered to 
its centre. Pangs of remorſe, and agonies of fear, 


preceded their new birth. They were reduced to the 


laſt extremities, almoſt overwhelmed with deſpair, 
before they found reſt in IESsus CanrIsT.—Others 
have been recovered from a vain converfation, by 
methods more mild and attractive. 'The Father of 
ſpirits applied himſelf to their teachable minds, in 
« a ſtill and ſmall voice.” His grace came down, as 
the rain into a fleece of wool; or, as theſe ſoftening 
drops, which now water the earth. The kingdom of 
Gop took place in their fouls, without noiſe or ob- 
ſervation. They paſſed from death unto life, from a 
carnal to a regenerate ſtate, by almoſt imperceptible 
advances. The tranſition reſembled the growth of 
corn; was very viſible, when effected, though ſcarce 
ſenſible, while accompliſhing. ——O, thou Author and 
Finiſher of our faith, recal us from our wanderings, 


and re-unite. us to thyſelf | Whether thou alarm us 


with thy terrors, or allure us with thy ſmiles ; whe- 
ther thou drive us with the ſcourge of conviction, or 
draw us with the cords of love; let us, in any wiſe, 


return to thee; for thou art our ſupreme good; thou 


art our only happineſs. ' 58 55 
Before I proceed farther, let me aſcend the fer- 
race, and take one ſurvey of the neighbouring 
8 | counlry. 
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country. What a proſpe&t ruſhes upon my fight ! 
How vaſt ; how various; how * full and plenteous 
« with all manner of ſtore!” Nature's whole 
wealth! —What a rich and inexhauſtible magazine 
is here, furniſhing ſubſiſtence for every creature! 
Methinks I read, in theſe ſpacious volumes, a moſt 
lively comment upon that noble celebration of the 
divine beneficence 3 He openeth his hand, and filleth 
coll things living with plenteouſneſs. 


Theſe are thy glorious works, Parent of goed, 

Almighty! Thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair ! Thyſelf how wondrous then ! 
MLT. 


The Felde are covered deep, and ſtand thick with 
corn. They expand the milky grain to the ſun, in 
order to receive from his beams, a more firm con- 
ſiſtence, and a golden hue; that they may be qua- 
lified to fill the barns of the huſbandman with plen- 
ty, and his heart with gladneſs. | 

Yonder ly the meadezvs, ſmoothed into a perfect 
level ; decorated with an embroidery of the gayeſt 
flowers, and loaded with 4 ſpontaneous crops of 
herbage : which, converted into hay, will prove a 
moſt commodious proviſion for the barrenneſs of 
winter; will ſupply with fodder our ſerviceable a» 
nimals, when all the verdure of the plain is killed 
by froſts, or buried in ſnows.——A winding ftreams 
glides along the flowery margin; and receives the 
image of the bending ſkies, and waters the roots of 
many a branching willow. It is ſtocked, no doubt, 
with variety of % ; which afford a ſolitary diver- 
ſion to the angler, and nourith for his table a deli— 
cious treat. Nor is it the only merit of this liquid 
clement, to maintain the finny nations; it alſo car- 

8 5 ries 
d ja virgſcunt | 
Cramina. | Vins. 
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ries cleanlineſs, and diſpenſes fſruitfulneſs, wherever it 
rolls the cryſtal current. | 
The paſtures, with their verdant mounds, chequer 
the proſpect, and prepare a ſtanding repaſt for our 
cattle. There“ our oxen are made ſtrong to labour, 
« and our ſheep bring forth thouſands and ten thou- 
« ſands.” There the horſe acquires vigour, for the 
diſpatch of our buſineſs ; and ſpeed, to expedite our 
journeys. From thence the kine bring home their 
udders diſtended with one of the richeſt and healthi- 
eſt liquors in the world. 

On ſeveral ſpots, a grove of trees, like ſome grand 
colonade, erects its towering head. Every one pro- 
jects a friendly ſhade for the beaſts, and creates an 

oſpitable lodging for the birds. Every one ſtands 
ready, to furniſh timber for a palace; maſts for a na- 
vy; or, with a more condeſcending courteſy, fue/ for 
our hearths.—One of them ſeems ſkirted with a wild 
uncultivated Heath; which, like well-diſpoſed ſhades _ 
in painting, throws an additional luſtre on the more 
ornamented parts of the landſcape. Nor is its uſe- 
fulneſs, like that of a foil, relative only, but real. 
There ſeveral valuable creatures are produced, and 
accommodated, without any expence or care of ours. 
There likewiſe ſpring abundance of thoſe herbs, which 
aſſuage the ſmart of our wounds, and allay the fiery 
tumults of the fever; which impart floridity to our 
circulating fluids, add a more vigorous tone to our 
active ſolids, and thereby repair the decays of our 
enfeebled conſtitutions. - 

| Nearer the houſes, we perceive an ample ſpread 
of branches; not ſo ſtately as the oaks, but more 
amiable for their annual ſervices. A little while 
ago, I beheld them; and all was one beauteous, 
boundleſs waſte of blofſoms. The eye marvelled at 
the lovely fight, and the heart rejoiced in the pro- 
ſipec of autumnal plenty. But now the blocwing 
| | | ma! 
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maid is reſigned, for the uſeful matron ; the flower 
is fallen, and the fruit ſwells out on every twig.— 
Breathe ſoft, ye winds! O, ſpare the tender fruit- 
age, ye ſurly blaſts! Let the pear-tree ſuckle her 
juicy progeny, till they drop into our hands, and 
diſſolve in our mouths. Let the plum hang unmo- 
leſted upon her boughs, till ſhe fatten her delicious 
fleſh, and cloud her poliſhed ſkin with blue. And 
as for the app/es, that ſtaple commodity of our orch- 
ards, let no injurious ſhocks precipitate them im- 
maturely to the ground; till revolving ſuns have 
tinged them with a ruddy complexion, and concoct- 
ed them into an exquiſite flavour. Then, what co- 
pious hoards, of what burniſhed rinds, and what 
delightful reliſhes, will repleniſh the ſtore- room 
Some, to preſent us with an early entertainment, and 
refreſh our palates amidſt the ſultry heats ; ſome, to 
borrow ripeneſs from the falling ſnows, and carry 
autumn into the depths of winter ; ſome, to adorn 
the ſalver, make a part of the deſert, and give an 
agreeable f cloſe to our feaſts; others, to fill our 
vats with a foaming flood; which, mellowed by age, 
may ſparkle in the glaſs, with a livelineſs and delica- 
cy little inferior to the blood of the grape. | 

I obſerve ſeveral ſmall imcloſures, which ſeem to 

be apprehenſive of ſome hoſtile viſit from the north; 

and, therefore, are defended, on that quarter, by a 

thick wood, or a lofty wall. At the ſame time, 

they cultivate an uninterrupted correſpondence with. 

the ſouth, and throw open their whole dimenſions 

to its friendly warmth. One, in particular, lies 

within the reach of a diſtinguiſhing view, and 

proves to be a kitchen-garden. It looks, methinks,: 

— like a plain and frugal republic. Whatever may 

reſemble the pomp of courts, or the enſigns of roy- 
alty, is baniſhed from this humble ng ' 

: | one 
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None of the productions of the olitory affect finery, 
but all are habitcd with perfect decency. Here thoſe 
celebrated qualities are eminently united, the utmoſt 
ſimplicity with the exacteſt neatneſs f. 

A ſkilful hand has parcelled out the whole ground 
into narrow beds, and intervening alleys. The 
ſame diſcreet management has aſſigned to each fa- 
mily a proper and diſtinct abode. So that there is 
no confuſion amidſt the greateſt multiplicity ; be- 
cauſe every individual is affociated with propriety, 
and all the tribes are ranged with regularity. If it 
be pleaſing to behold their orderly ſituation, and 
their modeſt beauties; how much more delightful, 
to conſider the advantages they yield! What a 
fund of choice accommodations is here] what a ſource 
of wholeſome dainties ! and all for the enjoyment 
of man. Why does the par/ley, with her frizzled 
locks, ſhag the border; or, why the celery, with 
her whitening arms, perforate the mould ; but to 
render his ſoups ſavoury? The aſparagus ſhoots 
its tapering ſtems, to offer him the firſt fruits of 
the ſeaſon ; and the artichoke ſpreads its turgid top, 
to give him a treat of vegetable marrow. The 
tendrils of the h cucumber creep into the ſun; and, 
though baſking in its hotteſt rays, they ſecrete for 
their maſter, and barrel up for his uſe, the moſt 
cooling juices of the ſoil. The beans ſtand firm, 
like files of embattled troops; the peaſe reſt upon 
their props, like ſo many companies of Res, 
1 | | while 


t Simplex munditia. = 15 Hon. 
n Viroit, with great conciſeneſs, and equal propriety, deſcribes 
— F 
— Tortuſque per berlam | | 
Creſceret in ventrem Cucumis—— Grors. IV. 

Mir rom has (if we admit Dr Bentley's alteration, which is, T think» 
in this place, unqueſtionably juſt) almoſt tranſlated the Latin poet, 
— Forth crept | | 
The ſwelling gourd — Par. Left, B. 7.1. 320. 


while both repleniſh their pods with the fatneſs of 
the earth, on purpoſe to pour it on their owner's 
table.——Not one ſpecies, among all this vatzety of 
herbs, is a cumberer of the ground. Not a ſingle 
plant, but is good for food, or ſome way ſalutary. 
With ſo beneficent an ceconomy are the ſeveral 
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periods of their miniſtrations ſettled, that no portion 


of the year 1s left deſtitute of nouriſhing eſculents. 
What is ſtill more obliging, every portion of the 
year affords /uch eſculents, as are beſt ſuited to the 


temperature of the air, and the ſtate of our bodies 


Why then ſhould the poſeſor of ſo valuable 
a ſpot envy the condition of kings? à ſince he may 
daily walk amidſt rows of peaceable and obſequious, 
though mute ſubjects. Every one of which ten- 
ders him ſome agreeable prefent, and pays him a 


willing tribute; ſuch as is moſt happily adapted, 
both to ſupply his wants, and to regale his taſte; 


to furniſh him, at once, with plenty and with 

pleaſure. | 
At a diſtance, one deſcries the mighty hills. 
They have their huge ridges among the clouds; and 
look like the barriers of kingdoms, or the bound- 
aries of nature. Bare and deformed as their ſur- 
face may appear, their bowels are fraught with 
inward treaſures! treaſures lodged faſt in the guar- 
ries, or ſunk deep in the mines. From thence, in- 
duſtry may draw her implements, to plough the ſoil, 
to reap the grain, and procure every neceſſary con- 
venience. From thence, art may fetch her materials 
to rear the dome, to ſwell the organ, and form the 
nobleſt ornaments of politer life. | | 
On another fide, the great deep terminates the 
OW view. 

2 Hic rarum tamen in dumis olus, albaque circum 
Lilia, verbenaſque premens, veſcumque papaver, 


Regum æquabat opes animis; /eraque revertens 
Nocte domum, dapibus menſas onerabat inemptis. 


| VI, Georg. IV. 
Vol J. by | | 
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view. There go the. ſhips ; there is that leviathan ; 
and there, in that world of waters, an inconceiv- 
able number of animals have their habitation. —This 
is the capacious ern of the univerſe ; which ad- 
mits, as into a receptacle, and diſtributes, as from 
a reſeryoir, whatever waters the whole globe. There 
is not a fountain that guſhes in the unfrequented 
deſert, nor a rivulet that flows in the remoteſt 
continent, nor a cloud, that ſwims in the higheſt 
regions of the firmament, but is fed by this all- 
repleniſhing ſource. —The ocean is the grand vehicle 
of trade, and the uniter of diſtant nations. To us 
it 1s peculiarly kind, not only as it wafts into our 
ports, the harveſt of every climate, and renders our 
iſland the centre of traffic; but alſo as it ſecures us 
from foreign invaſions, by a ſort of impregnable en- 
trenchment. 8 5 
Methinks the view of this profuſe munificence 
inſpires a ſecret delight, and kindles a diintereſted 
goccl- auill.— While the © little hills clap their hands,” 
and the luxuriant “ valleys laugh and ing :” who 
can forbear catching the general joy? who is not 
touched with lively ſenſations of pleaſure ? While 
the everlaſting Father 1s ſcattering bleſſings through 
his whole family, and crowning the year with his 
| goodnels ; 


E Wheſe rampart wwas the ſea. Nah. iii. 8. 

I hope this little excurſion into the country, will not be looked up- 
on as a departure from my ſubject 3 heciuſe a rural view, though no 
eſtential part of a garden, is yet a deſirable appendage, and necc ſſary 
to complete its henuty. As uſefulneſs is the moſt valuable property 
which can attend any production, hi is the circumſtance chiefly touch- 
ed upon in the ſurvey of the landſcape. Though every piece of this 
cxtenſive and diverſified ſcene is caſt in the moſt elegant mould, yet 
nothing is calculated merely for ſhew and parade. You ſee nothing 
tormed in the taſte of the oſtentatious obeliſk, or inſignificant pomp of 
the pyramid. No ſuch idle expences were admitted into that conſum- 
mate plan, which regulated the ſtructure of the univerſe. All the de- 
corations of nature are no leſs advantagiovs, than ornamental; ſuch as 
| 3 the MAKER infinitely beneficent, as well as incomparably mag; 
nucent, | | 
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goodneſs; who does not feel his breaſt overflowing 
with a diffuſive benevolence? - My heart, I mult 
confeſs, beats high with ſatisfaction, and breathes 
out congratulatory wiſhes, upon all the tenants of 
theſe rural abodes: ** Peace be within your walls, 
as well as plenteouſneſs around your dwellings.” 
Live, ye highly favoured ; live ſenſible of your be— 
nefits, and . thankful to your benefactor. Look | 
round upon theſe prodigiouſly large incomes of the 
ſruitful ſoil, and call them (for you have free leave) 
all your own.—Only, let me remind you of one 
very important truth. Let me ſuggeſt, and may 
ou never forget, that you are ebliged to CHRIST 
1 for every one of theſe accommodations, which 
ſpring from the teeming earth, and the ſmiling ſkies. 
"Fas. ea; 'S a 
1. CRIs T 5 made them, when they were not. 
—He fetched them up from utter darkneſs ; and 
gave 


When I aſcribe the work of creation to the Son, I would by no 
means be ſuppoſed to withhold the ſame honour from the eternal Fa- 
THER, and ever bleſſed Spixir. The acts of thoſe inconceivably glo- 
rious Perſons are, like their eſſence, undivided and one. But I chooſe 
to ſtate the important point in this manner, becauſe this is the mani» 
felt doctrine of the New Teſtament, is the expreſs belief of our church, 
and a moſt noble peculiarity of the goſpel revelation. I chooſe i: 
alſo, becauſe I would take cvery opportunity of inculcating, and celc- 
brating, the divinity of the REDEEMER; A truth, which imparts an 
unutterable dignity to Chriſtianity: a truth, which lays an immove- 
able foundation for all the comfortable hopes of a Chriſtian : a truth, | 
which will render the myſtery of our redemption, the wonder and de- 
licht of eternity: and with this truth, every one will obſerve, my al- 
ſertion is inſeparably connected. | 

If any one queſtions, whether this be the doctrine of our church; 
let the Creed, which we repeat in our malt ſolemn devotions, deter- 
mine his doubt: © I believe,” ſays that form of ſound words, in 
„ our Loxp JEsUs CurI1sT, very Gop of very GoD, by whom all 
„ things were made.”-—If it be farther inquired, From whence the 
Nieene fathers derived this article of their faith? 1 anſwer, from the 
writings of the beloved diſciple, who lay on the Saviour's boſom : 
and of that great apoſtle who had been caught up into the third heaven, 
John i. 3. Col. i. 16. | 

M 2 
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gave them both their being, and their beauty. He 
created the materials of which they are compoſed ; 
and moulded them into this endleſs multiplicity of 
amiable forms, and uſeful ſubſtances. He arrayed 
the heavens with a veſture of the mildeſt blue; and 
clothed the earth in a livery of the gayeſt green; 
his pencil ſtreaked, and his breath perfumed, what- 
ever is beautiful or ſragrant in the univerſe. His 
ſtrength ſet fait the mountains; his goodneſs garniſh- 
ed the vales; and the ſame touch which healed the 
leper, wrought the whole viſible em into this com- 
plete perfection. 

2. CHRISH recovered them when they were for- 
ſeited.—— By Adam's fin, we loſt our right to the 
comſorts of life, and fruits of the ground: his diſ- 
obedience was the moſt impious and horrid Zreaſor: 
againit the KING of kings. Conſequently, his whole 
patrimony became confiſcated; as well the portion 
of temporal good things, ſettled upon the human 
race during their minority; as that everlaſting he- 
Titage reſerved for their enjoyment, when they 
ihould come to full age. But the © feed of the 
« woman,” inſtantly interpoſing, took off the at- 
tainder, and redeemed the alienated inheritance. 
The firſt Adam being diſinherited, the ſecond Adam 
was appointed heir of all things, 5 viſible as well as 

| | | | inyilible ; 


5 Heb. i. 2.---In this ſenſe, at leaſt, CurisT is the *Saviour of all 
men. The former and latter rain; the precious fruits of the earth; 
1ood to cat, and raiment to put en all theſe he purchaſed, even 
for his irreclaimable enemies. They eat of his bread, who lift up their 

heel againſt him. | 
Ve learn from hence, in what a peculiar and endearing light the 
Chriflian has to contemplate the things that are ſeen. Heal bens 
might diſcover an eternal power and infinite wiſdom in the ſtruc- ' 
ture of the univerſe ; heathens might acknowledge a moſt ſtupendous 
liberality in the unreſerved grant of the whole fabric, with all its 
furniture, to the ſervice of man; but the Chriſtian ſhould ever keep 
in mind his forfeiture of them, and the price paid to redeem them. 
He ſhould receive the gifts of indulgent providence, as the Yraelites 
| received. 
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inviſible; and we hold our poſſeſſion of the former, 
we expect an inſtatement in the latter, purely by 
virtue of our alliance to him, and our union with 
him. 

3. CHRIST wþholds them, which would otherwiſe 
tumble into ruin.——By him, ſays the oracle of in- 
ſpiration, all things conſſt. Hlis finger rolls the 
ſeaſons round, and preſides over all the celeſtial re- 
volutions. His finger winds up the wheels, and 
impels every ſpring of vegetative nature. In a word, 
the whole weight of the creation reſts upon his 
mighty arm, and receives the whole harmony of its 
motion from his unerring eye.— This habitable globe, 
with all its rich appendages and fine machinery, 
could no more continue, than they could create 
themſelves. Start they would into inſtant confuſion, 
or drop into their primitive thing, did not his pow- 
er ſupport, and his wifdom regulate them every mo- 
ment. In conformity to his will, they ſubſiſt ſted- 
faſt and invariable in their orders; and wait only 
for his ſovereign nod, to“ fall away like water that 
„ runneth apace. ” 

4. CHRIST D afuates them, which would other- 

; wile 


received their law from the hand of a mediator; or rather, to him 
they ſhould come, not only iſſuing from the ſtores of an unbounded 
bounty; but ſwimming (as it were) in that crimſon tide, which 
ſtreamed from IMMANUEL's veins. | | 

2a Col. i. 17. 1 beg leave to ſubjoin St CHryſeſom's pertinent and 
beautiful note upon the paſſage; by which it will appear, that the 
ſentiment of theſe ſections 1s not merely a private opinion, but the 
avowed belief of the primitive church. Tvſe51y, fays the eloquent 
father, uc uv xprualai n revlav vroraotyt v wovov avlog ouia th ru 
un eviog tis To fivar Rrpnyayty, KANE A evlog avia avyxpalis vu 
gt av aTooHaoly g avTY Wpoveieg, aXrOk@AE xa OrtpOaplar, 

b John v. 17. My father worketh hitherto, and I werk ; or J exert 
that unremitting and unwearied energy which is the life of the creation. 
—— Thus the words are paraphraſed by a maſterly expoſitor, who 
bas illuſtrated the life of our bleſſed Loxp, in the moſt elegant taſte 
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wiſe be lifeleſs and inſignificant. —Penſioners they 
are, conſtant penſioners on his bounty; 2nd borrow 
their a/l from his fulneſs. He only has life ; and 
whatever operates, operates by an emanation from 
his all- ſuſſiciency. Does the grape refreſh you with 
its enlivening juices? It is by a warrant received, 
and virtue derived, from the Redeemer. Does 
bread ſtrengthen your heart, and prove the ſtaff of 
your life? Remember that it is by the Saviour's ap- 
pointment, and through the efficacy of his operation. 
You are charmed with his melody, when the“ time 
« of the ſinging of birds is come, and the voice of 
« the nightingale is heard in your land.” You taſte 
his goodneſs in the luſcious fig, the melting peach, 
and the muſky flavour of the apricot. You ſmell hs 
ſweetneſs in the opening honeyſuckle, and every o- 
doriferous ſhrub. Could theſe creatures ſpeak for 
themſelves, they would doubtleſs diſclaim all ſuffici- 
ency of their own, and aſcribe the whole honour to 
their Maker. —** We are ſervants,” would they ſay, 
« of him who died for you. Cifterns only, dry ci- 
« {terns in ourſelves, we tranſmit to mortals no more 
« than the uncreated fountain transfuſes into us. 
« "Think not, that, from any ability of our own, we 
« furniſh you with aſſiſtance, or adminiſter to your 
« comfort. It is the divine energy, the divine ener- 
gy alone, that works in us, and does you good.— 
« We /erve you, O ye ſons of men, that you may 
« /;ve him, who placed us in theſe ſtations. O! 
love the Lord, therefore, all ye who are ſupport- 
ed by our miniſtry ; or we ſhall ® groan with in- 
dignation and regret at your abuſe of, our ſervices. 
——Uſe us, and welcome; for we are yours, if 
9 | | | 40 ye 


of criticiſm, with the moſt amiable ſpirit of devotion, and without 
the mixture of the malignant leaven or low ſingularities of a patty. 
See the Family Expoſitor, Vol. I. ſect. 47. | 


* Rom. viii. 22. 
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ce ye are Chriſt's. Crop our choiceſt beauties; rifle 
© all our treaſures z accommodate yourſelves with our 


© moſt valuable qualities; only, let us be incen- 
&« tives to gratitude, and motives to obedience.” 


| 
| 


Having ſurveyed the ſpacious ſky, and ſent a 
glance round the inferior creation, it is time to de- 
ſcend from this eminence, and confine my attention 
to the beautiful ſpot below. Here nature, always 
pleaſing, every where lovely, appears with peculiar 
attractions. Yonder ſhe ſeems dreſt in her deſhahille ; 
grand, but irregular. Here ſhe calls in her hand- 
maid art; and ſhines in all the delicate ornaments 
which the niceſt cultivation is able to convey. Thoſe 

are her common apartments, where ſhe lodges her 
ordinary gueſts; is is her cabinet of curioſities, 
where ſhe entertains her intimate acquaintance.— 
My eye ſhall often expatiate over thoſe ſcenes of 
univerſal fertility; my feet ſhall ſometimes bruſh 
through the thicket, or traverſe the lawn, or ſtroll 
along the foreſt on? but to this delightful retreat 
ſhall be my chief refort. Thither will I make excur- 
fins ; but here will I dwell. | 

If, from my low procedure, I may form an allu- 
ſion to the moſt exalted practices, I would obſerve, 
upon this occaſion, that the celebrated _ Eraſmus, 
and our judicious Locke, having trode the circle of 
the ſciences, and ranged through the whole extent 
of human literature, at length betook themſelves 
ſolely to the Bible. Leaving the ſages of antiquity, 
they ſat inceſſantly at the feet of Jesus. Wiſely 
they withdrew from that immenſe multiplicity of 
learning, from thoſe endleſs tracts of amuſing erudi- 
tion, where noxious weeds are mixed with whole- 
ſome herbs; where is generally a much larger 
growth of prickly ſhrubs, than of fruitful boughs. 
They ſpent their moſt mature hours in thoſe hal- 
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lowed gardens, which God's own wiſdom planted, 
which Gop's own Spirit watereth, and in which 


Gop's own Son 1s continually walking ; where he 
meeteth thoſe that ſeek him, and 1evealeth to them 


the glories of his perſon, and the riches of his good- 


neſs. 

Thus would I finiſh the remainder of my days! 
Having juſt % d (what they call) the politer ftu- 
dies, I would now devote my whole application to 
the lively oracles. From other purſuits, I might 
glean perhaps a few ſcattered ears of low, of lean, 
of unſatisfactory inſtruction. From this, I truſt 
to reap a harveſt of the ſublimeſt truths, the nobleſt 
improvements, and the pureſt joys. b Waft me 
then, O! waft my mind to Sion's conſecrated bow- 
ers. Let my thoughts perpetually rove through 


the awfully-plealing walks of infpiration. Here 


grow thoſe heaven-born plants, the trees of /ife 
and knowledge, whoſe ambroſial fruits we now may 
« take and eat, and live for ever.” Here flow 
thoſe precious ſtreams of grace and righteouſneſs, 
whoſe living waters © whoſoever drinks, ſhall thirſt 
« no more.” And what can the fables of Grecian 
ſong, or the fineſt pages of Roman eloquence,— 
what can they exhibit, in any degree comparable to 
theſe matchleſs prerogatives of revelation |—— — 
Therefore, though I ſhould not diſlike to pay a wvi/it 
now-and-then to my Heathen maſters, I would Jive 
with the Prophets and Apoſtles. With thoſe I 
would carry on ſome occauonal correſpondence 


but theſe ſhould be my boſcm-friends, my inſepa— 


rable companions, my delight, and ray counſel- 
6 lors. . 
What ſweets are theſe which ſo agreeably ſalute 


my noſtrils? They are the breath of the flowers, 


the 


b Ovicquid decetur, weritas; quicquid præcipitur, benitas ; quirguid 
promitlitur, felicitas. | | | 
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the incenſe of the garden.———How liberally does 
the jeſſamine diſpenſe her odoriferous riches! How 
deliciouſly has the woodbine embalmed this morn- 
ing walk! The air is all perfume.———And is not 
this another moſt engaging argument to forſeke the 
bed of flath? Who would ly diſſolved in ſenſeleſs 
ſlumbers, while ſo many breathing ſweets invite 
him to a feaſt of fragrancy ! Eſpecially conſidering, 
that the advancing day will exhale the volatile dain- 
ties. A Fupitive treat they are, prepared only for 
the wakeiul and induſtrious : whereas, when the 
fluggard liſts his heavy eyes, the flowers will droop, 
their fine ſcents be diſſipated, and, initead of this 
refreſhing humidity, the air will become a kind of 
liquid fire. 

With this very motive, heightened by a repreſenta- 
tion of the moſt charming pieces of morning ſcenery, 
the parent of mankind awakes his lovely conſort. 
There is ſuch a delicacy in the choice, and ſo much 
life in the deſcription, of theſe rural images, that I 
cannot excuſe myſelf, withont repeating the whole 
paſſage.— Whiſper it, ſome friendly genius, in the ear 
of every one, who is now ſunk in ſleep, and loſt to 
all thoſe refined gratifications ! 


Awake : The morning ſhines, and the freſh ſield 
Calls you : Ye life the prime, to mark how ſpring 

The tended plants, how blows the citron grove : 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed : 
Hm nature paints her calours ; how the bee - 
Sts on the bloom, extrating liquid ſweets, * _ 


P 


How delightful is this fragrance! It is diſtribut- 
cad in the niceſt proportion neither ſo ſtrong, as to 
oppreſs the organs; nor ſo faint, as to elude them. 

| ——We are ſoon cloyed at a ſumptuous banquet; 
but this pleaſure never loſes its poignancy, never 


| palls 
* MiLT, Par. Loft, Book V. line 20. 
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palls the appetite. Here luxury itſelf is innocent ; 
or rather, in this caſe, indulgence is incapable of 
exceſs. This balmy entertainment, not only 
regales the ſenſe, but + cheers the very ſoul ; and, 
inſtead of clogging, elates its powers. ——— It puts 
me in mind of that ever memorable ſacrifice, which 
was once made in behalf of offending mortals. I 
mean the ſacrifice of the bleſſed JIxsus, when he 
offered up himſelf to Gob, “ for a ſweet-ſmelling 
« favour.” Such the holy Spirit ſtyles that won- 
derful oblation; as if no image in the whole ſenſible 
creation, was ſo proper to give us an idea of the 
ineſfable ſatisfaftien, which the Father of mercies 
conceived from that unparalleled atonement, as the 


| pleaſing ſenſations, which ſuch rich perfumes are 


capable of raiſing. © "Thouſands of rams, and ten 


„ thouſands of rivers of oil,” from an apoſtate 


world; the moſt ſubmiſſive acknowledgments, added 
to the moſt coſtly offerings, from men of defiled 
hands, and unclean lips; what could they have 
effected? A prophet repreſents the © high and 
* lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity,” turning 


himſelf away from ſuch filthy rags ! turning himſelf. 


away with a diſdainful abhorrence, + as from the 
noiſome ſteams of a dunghill.—But in CRHRIST's 
immaculate holineſs, in CurisT's conſummate 
obedience, in CHRIST's moſt precious blood-ſhed- 
ding, with what unimaginable complacency does 
Juſtice reſt ſatisfied, and vengeance acquieſce !—— 
All thy works, O thou Surety for ruined finners ! 
all thy /ufferings, O thou ſlaughtered Lamb of Goo ! 
as well as all thy garments, O thou Bridegroom of 
thy church! /mell of myrrh, aloes, and cafſia ! * 
They are infinitely more grateful to the eternal 
Godhead, than the choiceſt exhalations of - the gar- 

den, 


+ Oiutment and perfume rejoice the begrt. Prov. xxvii. 9. 
* Pſal. xlv. 9. 


Amos v. 21, 22. 
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den, than all the odours of the ſpiey ealt, can be to 
the human noſtrils. | 

As the altar of old ſanCtified the gift; ſo this is 
the great propitiation, which recommends the ob- 
noxious perſons, and unprofitable ſervices, of the 
believing world. In 7his may my ſoul be intereſt- 
ed! By this may it be reconciled to the Father! 
There is ſuch a leprous depravity cleaving to 
my nature, as pollutes whatever I perform. My 
moſt profound adorations, and fincere acts of re- 
ligion, mult not preſume to 3 a reward, but 
humbly inplere forgiveneſs f. Renouncing, there- 
fore, myſelf in every inſtance of duty; difclaiming 
all ſhadow of confidence s in any deeds of my own 


may I, now and evermore, be accepted through the 
Beloved ! 


What colcurs, what charming colours, are here! 
Theſe, ſo nobly bold; and thoſe, ſo delicately lan- 
guid. What a glow is enkindled in ſome! what a 

gloſs 


f A writer of diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority, thus addreſſes the great Ob- 
ſerver of actions, and Scarcher of hearts; and vindicates my ſentiments, 
while he ſo juſtly and beautifully utters his own : 


I.ook down, great GOD, with pity's ſofteſt eye, 
On a poor breathing particle in duſt. 

His crimes forgive; torgive his virtues too, 
Thoſe ſmaller faults, half converts to the right. 


Night Thoughts, No. IX. 


8 See pages 44 & 45, in the ſecond edition of a moſt candid and 
evangerical little treatiſe, called CHRISTIANITY the great ORNA- 
MENT of Human Life. If Chiiſtians happily avoid the danger- 
* ous extreme, and too often fatal rock of a dead fruitleſs faith on the 
„ one hand, he (. e. Satan) will endeavour, by all kinds of plauſible 
6 ii ſfinuations, to ſplit them on the oppoſite, viz. ſpiritual pride, 
«© oftentation, and dependence on their works, as if TWgSE were the 
* meritoriotts, or procuring caute of all true peace, hope, conſolation, 
© and divine acceptance. Now, this /z/7-dependence may be ranked 
© among the moſt dangerous of the 'nfernal politics, becauſe the fatal 
is poiſon lies deep, and tos often nd ſcerned. | | 
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gloſs ſhines upon others! In one, methinks, I ſee 
the ruby, with her bleeding radiance in another, 
the ſapphire, with her ſky-tinctured blue; in all, 
ſuch an exquiſite richneſs of dyes, as no other ſet of 
paintings in the univerſe can boaſt 8.—— With what 
a maſterly ili is every one of the varying tints di/- 
poſed ! Here, they ſeem to be thrown on with an eaſy 
daſh of ſecurity and freedom; there, they are adjuſt- 
ed by the niceſt touches of art and accuracy. Thoſe 
which form the ground, are always ſo judiciouſly 
choſen, as to heighten the luſtre of the ſuperadded 
figures; while the verdure of the impalement, or the 
ſhadings of the foliage, impart new livelineſs to the 
whole. Indeed, whether they are blended or arrang- 
ed, ſoftened or contraſted, they are manifeſtly under 
the conduct of a taſte that never miſtakes, a felicity 
that never falls ſhort of the very perfection of ele- 
gance.—_——Faine, inimitably fine is the texture of 
the web, on which theſe ſhining treaſures are diſplay- 
ed. What are the labours of the Perſian loom, or 
the boaſted commodities of Bruſſels, compared with 
theſe curious manufactures of nature? Compared 
with theſe, the moſt admired chintzes would loſe 
their reputation ; even ſuperfine cambrics appear 
coarſe as canvaſs in their preſence. _ 


What a cheering argument does our Saviour de- 
tive from hence, to ſtrengthen our afiance in Gop ! 
He directs us to learn a leſſon of heaven-depending 
faith, from every bird that wings the air, and from 
every flower that bloſſoms in the field. If Provi- 
| „„ dence 

3 — Who can paint 
Like Nature Can imagination boaſt, 
Amid his gay creation, hues like theſe ? 
And can he mix them with that matchleſs {kill, 
And lay them on ſo delicately fine, - 


And loſe them in each other, as appears | 
In ev'ry bud that blows . Tuons. Spring. 
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dence, with unremitted care, ſupports thoſe inferior 
creatures, and arrays theſe inſenſible beings with ſo 
much ſplendour ; ſurely he will in nowiſe withhold” 
from his elect children, © bread to eat, and raiment 
«© to put on.“ —— Ve faithful followers of the Lamb, 

diſmiſs every low anxiety, relating to the needful ſafe 
tenance of life. He that feeds the ravens from an in- 
exhauſtible magazine, he that paints the plants with 
ſuch ſurpaſſing elegance, in ſhort, he that provide 

ſo liberally, both for the animal and vegetable parts 
of his creation, will not, cannot, neglect his own. . 
people; Fear not, little flock, ye peculiar objects of 
Almighty love I it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
y-u a kingdom b. And it he freely give you an ever- 
laſting kingdom hereafter, is it poſſible to "ſuppoſe, 


that he will deny you any neceſſary conveniences 
here? 


One cannot forbear reflecting, in this place, on. 
the too prevailing humour, of being fond and 
oſtentatious of dreſs . What an abject and miſ- 


— taken 


s Luke xii. 32. 


n Mr Addiſon has a fine remark on a female warrior celebrated by 
Virgil. He obſerves, that, with all her other great qualities, this 
Valle frille mingled itfelf. Becauſe, as the poet relates, an intemper- 
ate tondneſs for a rich and ſplendid ſuit of armour, betraycd her into 
ruin. In this circumſtance, our critic diſcovers a moral concealed : 
tliis he admires, as a neat — oblique ſatire, on that trifling 
Paſſion. SPECT. Vol. I. No. 15. 


| Wal refer it to the judicious lee whether there is not a 
beauty of the /ame kind, but touched with a ore maſterly hand in 
e ſong of Devorah.---Speaking of Siſcra's mother, the ſacred eu- 
chatift bee repreſents her, as anticipating, in her fond fancy, the 
_ Viftory of her ton 3 and indulging ps following foliloquy. Have 
they not ſped have they not divided the prey? te Siſtra a prey of divers 
clyurs 5 a frey of divers colours of needle-work of divers colours - of 
rcedle-<vork on both fides ; meet for the necks of them that take the Jpail # 
She takes no notice of the ſignal ſervice which her hero would do to 
his country, by quelling ſo dangerous an inſurrection. She never re- 
tiects on the preſent acclamations, the . advancement, and the 
N 


Vol. I. eternal 
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Wo. taken ambition is this! How unworthy the digni- 
Hl "ty of immortal, and the wiſdom of rational beings ! 
-, Eſpecnally, ſince theſe little productions of the earth 
have indiſputably the pre eminence in ſuch outward 
# embelliſhments.—— Go, clothe thyſelf with purple, 
and fine linen; trick thyſelf up in all the gay attire, 
Which the ſhuttle or the needle can furniſh; yet 
know, to the mortification of thy vanity, that the 
native elegance of a common daiſy i eclipſes all this 
._ * elaborate finery.—Nay, wert thou decked like ſome 
,. © Muſtrious princeſs, on her .coronation day, in all 
che ſplendour of royal apparel; couldſt thou equal 
even Solomon, in the height of his magnificence 
and glory; yet would the meaneſt among the floww- 
ery populace outſhine thee : every diſcerning eye 
would give the preference to theſe beauties of the 
TIE. NT | | ground. 


eternal renown, which are the tribute uſually paid to a conqueror's 
merit. She can conceive, it ſeems, nothing greater, than to be clad 
in an embroidered. yeſture ; and to trail along the ground, a robe of 
4 the richeſt dyes. This is, in ber imagination, the moſt lordly ſpoil 
he can win; the moſt ſtately trophy he can eret.——It is alſo 
ebſervable, how ſhe &wells upon the trivial circumſtance; reiterating 
it again and again. It has & charmed her-ignoble heart, ſo entirely 
engroſſed her little views, that ſhe can thin of nothing elſe, ſpea- 
of nothing elſe, and can hardly ever &/ft from the darling topic. —— 
is not this a keen, though delicately couched cenſure, on that poor, 
© eontemptible, grovelling taſte, which is enamoured with filken finery, 
and makes the attributes of a butterfly the ide of its affe tions ? 

How conſpicuous is the elevated and magnificent ſpirit of that ve- 
merable mother in T/rael, when .iewed in compariſon with the low, 
the deipicable turn of this Canaanitifh lady /=— Such ſtrong and beau- 
viful contrefls are, I think, ſome of the moſt ſtriking excellencies of 
poetic painting; and in no book are they more frequently uſed, or 
expreſſed with greater life, than in the /acrcd volumes of infſpira- 
tion. | | | | — 


i Peaceful and lowly in their native ſoil, 

They neither know to ſpin, nor care to toil; 

Yet, with confeſs'd magnificence, deride 

Our mean attire, and impotence of pride. 
8 Prox. 
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ground. *—Scorn then to borrow thy reconimenta- 
tions from a neat diſpoſition of threads, and a curi- 
ous arrangement of colours. Aſſume a becoming 
greatneſs of temper; let thy endowments be of the 
immortal kind: ſtudy to be all-glorious within : be 
clothed with humility ; wear the ornament of a mee 
and quiet ſpirit. + To ſay all in a word, Put on the 
_ Lord Jesvs CHRIST: 4 let his 5/22d be ſprinkled up- 
on thy conſcience, and it ſhall be whiter than the 
virgin-ſnow : let his righteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, 
adorn thy inner man, and thou ſhalt be amiable even | 
in the moſt diſtinguiſhing eye of Gop. Let his bleſs , 
ſed Spirit dwell in thy heart, and, under his ſancti- 
tying operations, thou ſhalt be made * of a 
divine nature. bn 

"Theſe are real e enctes f ily noble accom» 
pliſhments theſe, , In this manner be arrayed, be 
3 and thou wilt not find a rival in the 

| feathers of a peacock, or the foliation of a- tulip. 
Theſe will exalt thee far above the low pretenſions 
of lace and embroidery. Theſe will prepare thee to 
ſtand in the beatific preſence, and to take thy ſear 
among the angels of light. 

What an inchanting tuation is this! One can 
ſcarce be melancholy within the atmoſphere of flow- - 
ers. Such lively hues, and delicious odours, not on- 
ly addreſs themſely »s agreeably to the ſenſes; but 
touch, with a ſurpriſing delicacy, the ſweeteſt move- 
ments of the mind; : | — 

, N 2 5 To 
a * Mr Cowley, with his uſua] brilliancy of imagination, *** them 
ars of earth. 


+ How beautifully does the ts deſcribe the e of a 
renewed and heavenly ind, under the ſimilitude of a rich and com- 
plete ſuit of apparel! I will greatly rejoice in the LORD: my ſoul 
ſeall be joyful in my GOD : for. he bath clothed me with the garments 
of ſalvation ; be hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a brides 


groom decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride — herſelf with 
ber jewels, Ia. Ixi, 10. 


Rom., xili, 14. 


N. 
* 


A 
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24. ——T% the heart inspiring 8 
 Pernal * delight and joy. MIL r. Book IV. 


How, often have I felt them diſſipate the gloom 

of thought, and transfuſe a ſudden gaiety through 
the dejected ſpirit ! I cannot wonder, that kings de- 
ſcend from their 7hrones, to walk amidſt blooming 
ivory and gold; or retire from the moſt ſumptuous 
. feaſt, to be recreated with the more refined ſweets 
of the garden. I cannot wonder, that queens fore- 
go, for a while, the compliments. of a nation, to 
receive the tribute of the parterre z or withdraw 
from all the glitter of a court, to be attended with 
the more ſplendid equipage of a bed of flowers. — 
But, if this be fo pleaſing, what tranſporting plea- 

. fſure muſt ariſe, from the Fuition of uncreated ex- 

| celleney! O! what an unknown delight, to enter 
! into thy immediate preſence, moſt bleſſed Lord Gop ! 
K . 6 — . if EDS ane T.awn 


of 


* 1 would have my reader endeavour to MORALIZE this 

| „ natural pleaſure of the ſcul, and to improve this wernal delight, 
it] « 2; Milton calls it, into a Chrifiian virtue. When we find our- 
| e ſelves inſpired with this pleaſing inſtinct, this ſecret ſatisfaction 
my « and complacency, ariſing from the beauties of the creation, let us 
« conſider, to, whom we ſtand indebted for all theſe entertainments 
« of ſenſe; and ue it is that thus opens his hand, and fills the 
% world with good.---Such an habitual diſpoſition of mind con- 
„ ſcerates every field and wood; turns an ordinary walk into a 
* « morning or evening facrifice: and will improve thoſe tranſient 
« gleams, which naturally brighten up and refreſh the foul on ſuch 
* occaſions, into an inviolable and perpetual ſtate of bliis and hap» 
« pineſs.” © Spger, Vol. Vs No. 394. 


+ Iſaiah repreſents the felicity of the righteous, in the everlaſting 
world, by this elegant and amiable image; Thine eyes ſhall ſee the 
King in bis beauiy.— Milton touches the ſame ſubject, with wonder- 
ful elevation and majeſty of thought : They 3 

all with G OD, | 
H gh in ſalvation, and the climes of bliſs ; ; 
Words, which, like the fiery car, almoſt tranſport our affections te 
thoſe glorious abodes. 5, T6 | 
| Ua. Xxxiii. 17. MiLT, book XI. v. 707. 


— 


of glory, no longer © through a glaſs darkly, but 
ee face to face!” to have all thy goodneſs, all thy 
greatneſs, ſhine before us; and be made glad for 


ever with the brighteſt difcovery of thy perfections, | 


with the ineffable. joy of thy countenance. , 
This we cannot bear, in our preſent imperfect 


ſtate. The effulgence of unveiled divinity would daz- 


zle a mortal ſight. Our feeble faculties would be 


overwhelmed with ſuch a fulneſs of ſuperabundant. 


bliſs; and mult ly oppreſſed under ſuch © an exceed- 
« ing great, eternal weight of glory.” But, when 


ce this corruptible hath put on incorruption,” the 
powers of the ſoul will be greatly invigorated; and 


theſe earthly tabernacles will be © transformed into 


© the likeneſs of CurisT's glorious body.” Then, 


though * “ the moon ſhall be confounded, and the 
„ ſun aſhamed;” when the Lorp of hoſts is revealed 


from heaven; yet ſhall his faithful people be enabled 


to /e him as he is. b | « | 
Here then, my wiſhes, here be fixed; be hie your 

determined and invariable aim: here, my affections, 

here give a looſe to your Whole ardour : cry out, in 


the language of inſpiration, This one thing have I de- 


fired of the LorD, which, with inceſſant earneſtneſs, 
I will require: that I may davell in the celeſtial heuſe 
F the Lokp, all the days of my future life; to behold 
{be beauty of the LoRD; © and to contemplate, with 
wonder and adoration,—with unfpeakable and ever- 
jaſting rapture, —all the attributes of the incompre- 
tenfible Godhead, | 


Sorin, a moſt penetrating judge of human na- 


ture, knowing how highly mankind is charmed 


with the fine qualities of flowers, has figured out 


the blefted JEsvs, that “ faireſt among ten thou 


11": N 3 3 Hand, 


ir 2 FORIIICE 23. b 1 John iii. 2. 


5 Pal. xX nh 4. 


| FLOWER-GARDEN.. 149 


* 


* 


150 REFLECTIONS ON A 

* ſand,” by theſe lovely repreſentatives, He ſtyleg 
HIM d the roſe of Sharon, and the lily of the valley; 
like the firſt, full of delights, and incommunicable 
graces ; like the laſt, exalted in majeſty, and com- 
- Plete in beauty. In that ſacred paſtoral, he ranges 
the creation; borrows its molt finiſhed forms; and 
dips his pencil in its choiceſt dyes, to preſent us with 
a ſketch of the amiablenefs of his perſon : His amia- 
bleneſs, who is the light of the world; the glory of 
his church; the only hope, the ſovereign conſolation, 
of ſinners; and exalted, infinitely exalted, not only 
above the nobleſt compariſon, but even “ above all 
& blefling and praiſe.” —May 1 alſo make the ſame 
heavenly uſe of all ſublunary enjoyments! Whatever 
is pleaſureable, or charming, below : let it raiſe my de- 
fire to thoſe ſublime delights, which are above ; which 
will yield, not partial, but perfect felicity; not tran- 
ſient, but never-ending ſatisfaction and joy. Ves, 
my ſoul, let theſe beauties in Miniature always remind 
thee of that glorious perſon, in whom © dwells all 
te the ſulneſs of the Godhead bodily.” Let theſe 
little emanations teach thee to thirſt after the eternal 
fountain. O! max the creatures be the conſtant 
clue to the Creator | For this is a certain truth, and 
deſeryes thy frequent recollection, 'thy moſt atten- 
tive 


d Song ji. 1. 

Malus ut aboribus decori eſt, ut vitibus wwe, 
Otque roſa campis, ut lilia vallibus alba, 
vic Chriſtus decus omne ſuis. 


© By the /ily of the valley, I apprehend, is meant, not the flower 
which commonly paſſes under that denomination, and is comparative» 
ly mean; but the grand, majeſtic, garden lily; growing in a rich 
irriguous ſoil, where it flouriſhes in the moſt ample manner, and ar- 
rives at the higheſt perfection. Ihe circumſtance of the valley, add- 
ed by the ſacred writer, is ſignificant, not of the /pþecies, but of the 
glace. —— This is, by far, the grandeſt interpretation, and moſt ex- 
actly ſuitable to the ſpiritual ſenſe 3 which intimates, That the bleſſed. 
TESUS delights to dwell, by the communications of his Spirit, is 
kumble hearts. U * Dee - ILilium wallibus gaudeus. 
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tive conſideration; that the whole compaſs of finite 
perfection, is only a faint ray h, ſhot from that im- 


menſe ſource; is only a ſmall drop, derived from that 
inexhauſtible ocean of all good. | 


What a ſurpriſing variety is obſervable among the 
flowery tribes! How has the bountiful hand of Pro- 
vidence diverſified theſe niceſt pieces of his work- 
manſhip ! added the charms of an endleſs novelty to 
all their other per fections Becauſe a conſtant u- 
niformity would ſoon render the entertainment tire- 
ſome, or inſipid; therefore every ſpecies exhibits 
ſomething new. The faſhion ſpreads not from fami- 
ly to family; but every one has a mode of its own, 
which is truly original. 'The moſt curſory glance, 
perceives an apparent difference, as well as a peculiar 
delicacy, in the azrs and habits, the altitude and linea 
ments, of every diſtinct claſs. 

Some rear their heads with a majeſtic mien; and 
overlook, like foverezgns or nobles, the whole par- 
terre. Others ſeem more moderate in their aims, 
and advance only to the middle ſtations; a genius 
turned for heraldry might term them the gentry of 
the border. While others, free from all aſpiring 
views, creep unambitiouſly on the ground, and 
look like the commonalty of the kind. —Home are in- 

rſected with elegant fripes, or ſtudded with radi- 
ant pate. Some affect to be genteelly powwdered, or 
neatly fringed ; while others are plain in their aſpect, 
unaffected in their dreſs, and content to pleaſe a 
naked ſimplicity. Some aſſume the monarch's pur- 
ple; ſome look moſt becoming in the virgin's 2vhite ; 


h 


Thou ſitt'ſt above all heavens, 

To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen | 

In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and pow'r divine, 


= 
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but black, doleſul black, has no admittance into 
the wardrobe of Spring. The weeds of mourning 
would be a manifeſt indecorum, when nature holds 
an univerſal feſtival. She would now inſpire none 
but delightful ideas, and therefore always makes 
her appearance in ſome amiable ſuit b. — Here 
flands a warrior, clad with crimſon; there fits a 
magiſtrate, robed in ſcarlet; and yonder tuts a 
pretty fellow, that ſeems to have dipped his plumes 
in the rainbow, and glitters in all the gay colours 
of that reſplendent arch. Some % into a curious 
cup, or fall into a ſet of beautiful bells; ſome./pread 
themſelves in a ſwelling tuft, or crowd into a deli- 
cious cluſter.—In ſome, the predominant ſtain ſoft- 
ens by the gentleſt drminuticns, till it has even ſtole 
away from itſelf. The eye is amuſed at the agreeable 
deluſion; and we wonder to find ourſelves inſenſi- 
bly decoyed into a quite different luſtre. In others, 
you would think, the fine tinges were emulous of 
pre-eminence : diſdaining to mingle, they confron! 
one another with the reſolution of rivals, determin— 
ed to diſpute the prize of beauty; while each is im- 
proved, by the oppoſition, into the higheſt vivacity 
of complexion. 

Hyw manifeld are thy works i, O LoRD! Multi- 
plied even to prodigy. Yet 1 ꝛu iam, conſum- 
mate wiſdom, heaft thou made them all. How 1 ads 
mire the wa/ine/s of the contrivance, and the * 
aftneſs of the execution! Man, feeble man, with 
difficulty, accompliſhes a ſingle work: hardly, and 
after many efforts, does he arrive at a tolerable imi- 
tation of ſome one production of nature, But the 
almighty Artiſt ſpoke millions of ſubſtances into 
inſtantaneous being, the whole collection wonder. 
fully various, and each individual completely perfect 
— Repeated experiments generally, I might ſay al. 

Ways, 

Bon No e dude. Viss. 


1 Plalm eiu. 24. 
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ways, diſcover errors or defects in our happieſt in- 
ventions. Nay, what wins our approbation at the 
preſent hour, or in this particular place, is very pro— 
bably, in ſome remote period, or ſome diſtant clime, 
treated with contempt. Whereas, %% fine ſtruc- 
tures have pleaſed every talte, in every country, for 
almoſt fix thouſand years. Nor has any * fault been 
detected in the original plan, nor any room left for 
the leaſt improvement upon the firſt model. ——All 
our performances, the more minutely they are fean- 
ned, the more perf they appear. With regard 
to theſe delicate objects, the more we fearch into 
their properties, the more we are raviſhed with their 
graces : they are ſure to diſchoſe freſh itrokes of the 
molt maſterly ſkill, in proportion to the. attention 
with which they are examined. | 

Nor is the f;nplicity of the operation leſs aſtoniſn- 
ing than the accuracy of the workmanſhip, or the 
ininitude of the effects, Should you aſk, © Where, 


« did dyes ; what flores of thiniag crayons ſtand by 
© the heavenly Limner, when he paints the robe of 
© nature?” [It is anſwered, his powerful peu- 
cil needs no ſuch coltly apparatus. A fingle prin- 
ciple, under his conducting hand, branches out into 
an immenſity of the moſt varied, and moſt finiſhed 
forms. The moifture of the earth, and of the circum- 
ambient air, paſſed through proper ſtrainers, and 
diſpoſed in a range of pellucid tubes; this performs 
all the wonders, and produces all the beautics of ve- 
getation. This cxceps along the fibres of the low 
ſpread moſs, and c/imbs to the very tops of the lofty- 
waving cedars. This, attracted by the root, and cir- 
culating through invilible canals, this 4%, into gems, 

expands 


2 Eccl. iii. 14. 7 #now, that whatſoever GOD doi, it foall be for 
evzr ; nothing can be put ta it, nor ary thing taken from it, 
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expands itſelf into leaves, and clothes the foreſt with 
all its verdaut honours. —--—'1 his one, “hein and fim- 
ple cauſe, ꝑives birth to all the charms which deck the 
youth and maturity of the year. This b/1/hcs in the 
early hepatica, and mc in the late advancing poppy: 
This dend into blood in the veins of the mulberry, 
and at/entites ntitclt into leaten gold, to create a co— 
vering for the quince 'This breathes in all the fra- 
grant gales of our garden, and weps odorous gum 
in the groves of Arabia.—-—5$50 © eonderful is our 
Creator in 7% /, and fo excelent in working / 


In a grove of tulips, or a knot of pinks, one per- 
cewes a hitorence in almoſt every individual. Scarce 
any two are turned and derer exactly alike: 
cach allows hiniclt a little Fo ud, ary in his dis, 
though all belong to one tam r fa that they are v2- 
tious, and yet the fame.—A pretty emblem this 


of the met „er 65% ee Between Proteſtant Ckrift 

Lang. There are modes 18 telislon, Which Stone 
of variation, without prejudice to found faith, or 
real holinefs: fal as the drapery on theſe Pictures 
ot my bring, may de forme d aſter a variety of Pate 
terns, without dlemi ching their beauty, cr altering 
their nature Be i {o then, that in iome - point: 
of incenfiderable . conteguence, ſeveral of our bre- 
thren diffent: vet, let us all lire amicably and i0- 
ciably together; for, we harmonize- in NriHαιj,)́, 
though we vary in pron. Let us join in con- 
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Þ. When cer ſeveral effect has 2 particular ſeparate cut 
Kd ges nd plcaſurc te The 
„ aNCcE Ritt that work is behold with admiration and de lich 
** the reſult of deep counſel, which: is n,, in its payis, anc 
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eſtrangement of behaviour, and cheriſh no alienation 
of affection. If any {ſtrife ſubſiſt, let it be to follow 
our divine Maſter moſt cloſely, in humility of heart, 
and unblameableneſs of life : let it be to ſerve one 
another moſt readily, in all the kind offices of a 
cordial friendſhip. Thus ſhall we be united, though 
diſtinguiſh-d ; united in the ſame grand fundamen- 
tals, though diſtinguiſhed by ſome ſmall circumſtan- 
tials ; united in one important bond of brotherly love, 
though diſtinguiſhed by ſome lighter peculiarities of 
ſentiment. | | 
Between Chriſtians, whoſe judgements diſagree 
only about a form of prayer, or manner of worſhip, 
I apprehend there is no more tial difference than 
between flowers which bloom from the ſame kind of 
ſeed, but happen to be ſomewhat diverſified in the 
mixture of their colours. —W hereas, if one denies 
the divinity of our LorpD JESUS CaRkisT, and de- 
grades the incarnate Gop, to the meanneſs of a 
mere creature; if anther cries up the worthineſs 
of human works, and depreciates the alone merito- 
rious righteouſneſs of the glorious Mediator; if a 
third addreſſes the incommunicable honours to a. 
finite being, and bows to the image, or prays to 
the ſaint; theſe are errors extremely derogatory 
to the REDEEMER's dignity, and not a little pre- 
judicial to the comfort of his people: againit theſe 
to remonſtrate, againſt theſe to urge every argu- 
ment, and uſe every difluaſive, beſpeaks not the 
cenſorious bipot, but the friend of truth, and the 
lover of mankind.-<—— Whereas, to ſtand neuter 
and ſilent, while ſuch principles are propagated, 
would be an inſtance of criminal remifſrefs, rather 
than of Chriſtian Veen. —For theſe perſons, we 
will not fail to maintain a tender compaſſion; we 
will not ceaſe to put up earneſt interceſſions; we 
will alſo acknowledge and love whatever is excellent 
and amiable in their character. Yet we dare not 


ſubicribe 
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ſubſcribe their creed; we mult not ſecrete out 
ſtrong reaſons; we cannot remit our afſiduouz 
but kind endeavours, if by any means we may re— 
concile them to a more ſcriptural belief, and a purer 
worſhip f. 

Another remarkable circumſtance, recommending 
the flowery creation, is their regular /rcceffron. They 
make not their appearance all at once, but in an 
orderly rotation. While a proper number of theſe 
obliging retainers are in waiting, the others abſcond ; 


but hold themſelves in a poſture of ſervice, ready to 


take their turn, and fill each his feſpective ſtation, 
the inſtant it becomes vacant. — The ſnow-dropy 
foremoſt of the lovely train, breaks her way through 
the frozen ſoil, in order to preſent her early com- 
pliments to her lord: dreiſed in the robe of inno- 
cency, ſhe ſteps ſorth, fearleſs of danger, long 
before the trees have ventured to unfold their leaves, 
even while the icicles are pendent on our houſes. — 
Next, peeps out the crocus, but cautiouſly, and 
with an air of timidity. She hears the howling 
blaſts, and ſkulks cloſe to her low fituation. Afraid 
the ſeems, to make large excurſions from her root, 
while ſo many ruffian winds are abroad, and ſcgur— 
ing along the wether. —Nor is the wvi-/:7 laſt, in this 
ſhining embaſſy of the year; which, with all the 
embelliſhments that would grace a royal garden, 
condeſcends to line our hedges, and grow at the 


fect 


7 ln fome former editions, I exprcſied myC !f, on this point, 
untbarily and barſtly. Pot my meaning, and real ſentiments, were 
no other than thoſe repreſented above. ——'The reader, from fuch 
unguarded intimations, might too naturally he led to conclude, 
that the author avons, and would ſtir up, a ſpirit of perſicut ion. 
But this is a method of dealing with opponents in religious doctrines, 
which he diſclaims, as abford; and abhors, as iniquitous. He is 
for no force. but that of rational convidtion; for no conſtraint, 
but that of affefionate perſuaſion. Thus, if you pleaſe, gempes the 
fo gome in, Luke xiv. 23. 
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feet of briers. Freely, and without any ſolicitation, 
ſhe diſtributes the bounty of her emiſſive ſweets : 
while herſelf, with an exemplary humility, retires 
from fight ; ſeeking rather to adminiſter pleaſure, 
than to win admiration. 5 Emblem, expreſlive 
emblem of thoſe mode? virtues, which delight to 
bloom in obſcurity, which extend a cheering influ- 
ence to multitudes, who are ſcarce acquainted with 
the ſource of their comforts! Motive, engaging 
motive, to that ever- active beneficence, which ſtays 
not for the importunity of the diſtreſſed, but anti- 
cipates their ſuit, and prevents them with the bleſ- 
ſings of its goodneſs |/——PÞhe poor pelyanthus, that 
lately adorned the border with her ſparkling beau- 
ties, and, tranſplanted into our windows, gave us 
a freſh entertainment, is now no more. I ſaw her 
complexion fade; I perceived her breath decay; till 
at length ſhe expired, and dropt into her grave. —— 
Scarce have we ſuſtained this loſs, but in comes the 
auricula, and more than retrieves it; arrayed ſhe 
comes, in a ſplendid variety of amiable forms! with 
an eye of cryſtal, and garments of the moſt gloſſy 
ſatin z exhaling perfume, and powdered with filver. 
A very diſtinguiſhed proceſhon this! the favourite 
care of the Floriſt! Scarce one among them, but 
is dignified with a character of renown, or has the 
honour to repreſent ſome celebrated toaſt. But 
theſe alſo, notwithſtanding their illuſtrious titles, 
have exhauſted their whole ſtock of fragrance, and 
are mingled with the meaneit duft.—— Who could 
forbear grieving at their departure, did not the zulips 
begin to raiſe themſelves on their fine wands, or 
ſtately ſtalks? They fluſh the parterre with one 
of the gayeſt dreſſes that blooming nature wears, 
Did ever beau or belle make fo gaudy an appearance, 
5 Prodefſe quam conſpici, 9 
Vol. I. O 
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in a birth-night ſuit? Here one may behold the 
innocent wantonneſs of beauty: here ſhe indulges 
a thouſand freaks, and ſports herſelf in the moſt 
charming diverſity of colours; yet I ſhould wrong 
her, were I to call her a coque?, becauſe ſhe plays her 
lovely changes, not to inkindle diflolute affections, 
but to diſplay her Creator's glory. Soon ariſes 
the anemone, encircled at the bottom with a ſpread- 
ing robe, and rounded at the top into a beautiful 
dome. In its looſely-flowing mantle, you may ob- 
ſerve a noble negligence; in its gently-bending 
tuſts, the niceſt ſymmetry. I would term it the 
ine gentleman of the garden; becauſe it ſeems to 
have learned the ſingular addreſs of uniting ſimpli— 
city with refinement, of reconciling art with eaſe. 
—— The ſame month has the merit of producing 
the ranunculus. All bold and graceful, it expands 
the riches of its foliage; and acquires, by degrees, 
the lovelieſt enamel in the world. As perſons of 
intrinſic worth diſdain the ſuperficial arts of recom- 
mendation, praCtiſed by ps ſo this lordly flower 
icorns to borrow any of its excellence from powders 
and eſſences. It needs no ſuch attractives, to ren- 
der it the darling of the curious; being ſufficiently 
engaging, from the clegance of its figure, the radiant 
variety of its tinges, and a certain ſuperior dignity 
of aſpeQ. Methinks nature improves in her npe- 
rations : her lateſt ſtrokes are moſt maſterly. To 
erown the collection, ſhe introduces the carnation ; 
which captivates every eye, with a noble ſpread of 
graces z and charms another ſenſe, with a profuſion 
of exquiſite odours. This ſingle flower has cen- 
tered in ätſelf, the perfections of all the preceding: 
the moment it appears, it ſo commands our atten 
tion, that we ſcarce regret the abſence of the relt. 
The gilly-f;wver, like a real friend, attends you 
through all the viciſſitudes and alterations of the 
ſeaſon, While others make a tranſient viſit rt 
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this is rather an inhabitant, than a gueſt in our gar- 
dens; adds fidelity to complaiſance. 

It is in vain to attempt a catalogue of theſe amiable 
gifts: there is an endleſs multiplicity in their cha- 
racters, yet an invariable order in their approaches. 
Every month, almoſt every week, has its peculiar 
ornaments; not ſervilely copying the works of its 
predeceſſor, but forming, {till forming, and ſtill exe- 
cuting ſome new deſign. So laviſh is the fancy, yet 
ſo exact is the proceſs, of nature | 

Here let me ſtand a while, to contemplate this 
diſtribution of flowers, through the ſeveral periods 
of the year.—— Were they all to bloſſom together, 
there would be at once a promiſcuous throng, and. 
at once a total privation ; we ſhould ſcarce have an 


opportunity of adverting to the dainty qualities of 


half, and mult ſoon loſe the agreeable company of 
them all. But now, ſince every ſpecies has a ſepa- 

rate poſt to occupy, and a diſtinct interval for ap- 

pearing, we can take a leiſurely and minute ſurvey 
of each ſucceeding ſet. We can view and review 
their forms; enter into a more intimate acquaintance 
with their charming accompliſhments, and receive 
all thoſe pleaſing ſervices which they are commit- 
honed to yield. This remarkable piece of 
ceconomy is productive of another very valuable 
effect. It not only places, in the moſt adyantageous 
light, every particular community: but is alſo «a 
ſure proviſionary reſource againſt the frailty of the 
whole nation; or, to ſpeak more truly, it renders 
the flowerv tribes a fort of 5 immortal corps, whoſe 
ſucceſſionary attendance never fails. For, though 
lome are continually dropping, yet, oy this expe- 


dient, | 


s In aliufon t to the celebrated * ce of the Perſian kings; „ whe 
maintained for their lifc-guard, a body of troops, called 7::morial ; 
* becauſe it perpetually ſubſiſted for, as ſoon as any of the men 

died, another was immediately put into his place.” 
RoLLIiN's Ancicnt Hiltory, Lol. II. 
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dient, cthers are as continually riſing, to beautify 
our borders, and prolong the entertainment. 

What goeodne/s is this, to provide ſuch a ſeries of 
gratifications for mankind ! both to diverſify and 
perpetuate the ſinè collation ! to take care, that our 
paths ſhould be, in a manner, inceſſantly ſtrewed 
with flowers ! - And what wiſdom, to bid every 
one of theſe inſenſible beings know the precife junc- 
rare for their coming forth! inſomuch that no actor 
on a ſtage can be more exact in performing his part; 
can make a more regular entry, or a more punctual 
Alt. 

Who emboldens the daffodi] to venture abroad 
in February, and to truſt her flowering gold with 
inclement and treacherous ſkies? Who informs 
the various tribes of fruit-bearing blooms, that ver- 
nal ſuns, and a more genial warmth, are fitteſt for 
their delicate texture? Who teaches the clove to 
ay, till hotter beams are prepared, to infuſe a ſpicy 
richneſs into her odours, and tincture her com- 
plexion with the deepeſt crimſon ?—Who diſpoſes 
theſe beautiful zrops into ſuch orderly bodies, retard- 
ing ſome, and arcelerating others? Who has in- 
#ructed them to fle of, with ſuch perfect regulari- 
ty, as ſoon as the duty of their reſpective Ration 
3s over? And, when one detachment retires, who 
_ gives the ſignal for another immediately to advance“ 

Who, but that unerring Providence, which, from 
the higheſt thrones of angels, to the very loweft de- 
grees of exiſtence, orders all things in “ number, 
„weight, and meaſure !” 

_ Theſe, O my ſoul, are the regulations of that 
moſt adorable, that moſt beneficent Being, who 
bowed the heavens, came down to dwell on earth, 
and united the frai/ty of thy mortal nature, to all 
the glories of his Godhead. All the honour of this 
admirable eſtabliſhment belongs to thy Ranſom, thy 
Surety, thy Saviour. To HIM it belongs, who 

3 ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained the vengeance which thou hadſt deſeryed, 
and waſt doomed to ſuſfer; who fulfilled the obe- 
dience, which thou waſt obliged, but unable, to per- 
form; and who humbled himſelf (ſtupendous, inef- 
fable loving-kindneſs !) humbled himſelf ro death, 
even the death of the croſs. He formed this vaſt 
machine, and adjuſted its nice dependencies. The 
pillars, that ſupport it; the embelliſhments, that 
adorn it; and the laws, that govern it; are the re- 
ſult of his unſearchable counſels. O! the heights of 
his Majeſty, and the depths of his abaſement ! 

Which ſhall we admire moſt, his eſſential great- 
ne/s or his free grace? He created the exalted fe- 
raph, that ſings in glory; and every the minuteſt 
infect, that flutters in air, or crawls in duſt. He 
marks out a path for all thoſe globes of light, which 
travel the circuit of the ſkies; and diſdains not to 
rear the violet from its lowly bed, or to plait the 
daiſy which dreſſes our plains. 80 grand are his 
operations; yet ſo condeſcending his regards! - If 
Summer, like a ſparkling bride, is brilliant and glo- 
rious in her apparel; what is this, but a feeble re- 
flection of his uncreated effulgence? If Autumn, 
like a munificent hoſt, opens her ſtores, and gives 
us all things richly to enjoy; what is this, but 1 
little taſte of his inexhauſtible /6:-rality ? If thun- 
ders roar, you hear the ſound of his trumpet; if 
lightnings glare, you ſee the launching of his glit- 
tering ſpear; if © the perpetual hills be ſcattered, 
© and the everlaſting mountains bowed,” you be- 
hold a di/p/lay——No, ſays the prophet,, you have 
rather the Hiding of his power. So immenſe is his 

— power, 

8 Hab. iii. 4. Nothing can be more magniſicently conceived, than 
the zmagery of this whole chapter; and, upon the foot of our interpre- 
tation, nothing was ever more delicately and nobly turned, than the 
tntiment of this clauſe, Other ſenſes of the paſſage, I acknowledges, 
may be aſſigned with equal propriety : But none, I think, can be 
imagined ſe ie aud _ As the original will fairly admit of. 

3 it 
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power, ſo uncontroulable and inconceivable, that all 
theſe mighty works are but a fetch, in which more is 
concealed than diſcovered. | 

Thus, I think, we ſhould always view the viſible 
ſyſtem, with an evangelical zeleſcope, (if 1 may be 
allowed the expreſſion), and with an evangelical 
nicroſcope; regarding CHRIS JesUs as the great 
projector and architect, who planned, and executed 
the amazing ſcheme. Whatever is magnificent or 
valuable, tremendous or amiable, ſhould ever be 
aſcribed to the Redeemer. This is the Chriſtian's 
maatural philoſephy. With regard to this method of 
conhdering the things that are ſeen, we have an 
inſpired apoſtle for our preceptor and precedent. 
Hpeaking of CHRIST, he ſays, © Thou, Lokp, in 
„the beginning, haſt laid the foundation of the 
+ earth; and the heavens are the works of thy hands.” 


—Did 


it ; as it carries no diſagreement with the context; and expreſſes 2 
moſt important, as well as undoubted truth; I hope I may be per- 
mitted to uſe it, at leaſt by way of accommodation---eſpecially, as it 
tugveſts one of the fineſt ettoes imaginable, wherewith to inſcribe all 
the viſible productions of the Creator's hand. When, ſtruck with a- 
Aoniſhment, we conſider their grandeur, beauty, and conſummate per- 
fections; let us, in juſtice to their Author, apply the exalted reflec- 
tion of this ſacred ode: In all theſe zs the Ziding, rather than an 
adequate diſplay, of bis matchleſs power. Though they challenge 
dur praiſe, and ſurpaſs our comprehenſion ; vet are they by no 
means the utmoſt exertions, but rather ſome lighter eſſays, of om- 
«© nipotent ſkill.” Milton, relating the overthrow of the fallen an- 
els, introduces a grand cireumſtance, not much unlike the preced- 
Ing. Aab, unaided and alone, had utterly routed an innumerable 
hoſt of apoſtate ſpirits, This was great and marvellous. But, to 
orcate a juſter idea of the illuſtrious conqueror, our poet beautifully 
Adds, | | | 


Yet balf bis ftrength he put not forth. 
2f we forget to make the ſame remark, when we contemplate Gop in 
His works, we muſt neceſſarily form very ſcanty conceptions of that 


 SyeREME Brix, before whom, all nations are as a © drop of a bucket, 
aud ate counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance.” 
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—PDid we carefully attend to this leading principle, 
in all our examinations of nature, it would, doubt» 
leſs, be a moſt powerful means of inkindling our 
love, and ftrengthening our faith. For, when I look 
round upon millions of noble ſubſtances, and carry 
with me this tranſporting reflection, The Maker 
« of them all expired on a croſs for me,” how can 
F remain any longer indifferent? Mult not the colde 
heart begin to glow with gratitude ? When ] ſurvey 
an immenſity of the fineſt productions imaginable z 
and remember, that the Author of them all is © my 
« righteouſneſs, and my redemption ;” how can [ 


chuſe 


2 The apoſtles, I obſerve, delight to uſe this method of diſplaying 
the honours of the Redeemer, and eſtabliſhing the Auth of his peo- 
ple. —-The beloved diſciple, teaching that moſt precious doctrine, 
„ of a Lamb ſlain to take away the ſing of the world; in order to 
cvince the ſufficiency of CurisT's facritiee for this bleſſed purpoſe, 
aflirms, that all things were made by him; and without bim vas not 
any thing, no, not ſo much as one ſingle being, made, John i. 3.— 
5t Paul, preaching the ſame glad tidings to the Coloſſians, and ex- 
preſsly maintaining, that we have redemption through his blood, 
ſeems to foreſce an objection of this kind: To expiate tranſgreſ- 
** ſions againſt an infinite Majeſty, is a moſt prodigious act; it 
© muſt coſt vaſtly more than any common ſurety can pay, to re- 

© deem a finful world, What reaſon have we to believe, that 
Irsus is equal to this mighty undertaking ?” All poſſible reaſon, 
replies the apoſtle; from the dignity of his perſon, for he is the inage 
of the invijible Gor ; and from the greatneſs of his works, for by him 
all things zvere made. Conſider the operations of his hands, and you 
cannot doubt the atoning efficacy of his death, Col. i. 15, 16.—— 
The author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, falls exactly into the fame 
train of arguing; declaring, that CaxIsT Jesvs has purged our ſins 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf : he proves his ample ability for this tre- 
mendous office, from his eſſential excellence, becauſe he is the brightneſs 
of his Father's glory; and from his admirable works, becauſe he mate 
be worlds, and upholdeth all things by the word of his power, Heb. i. 
2 3 Which thought, as it is ſo important in itſelf, of ſuch ſignal 
comfort to Chriſtians, and ſo particularly inſiſted on by the infpired 
writers; I hope, I ſhall need no apology for an attempt to illuſtrate 


ard enforce it, in a kind of evangelical 4/cant upon creation, annexed 
te theſe Reflections. | 
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chuſe but repoſe the moſt cheerful confidence'in ſuch 
a Mediator ct | 


Let me add one more remark, upon the admirable 
adjuſtment of every particular, relating to theſe fine 
colonies planted in the parterre.—— With ſuch ac- 
curacy and correctneſs is their ſtructure finiſhed, that 
any the leaſt conceivable alteration would very much 
impair their perfection. Should you ſee, for in- 
ſtance, the nice diſpoſition of the zulip's attire fly 
abroad, diſorderly and irregular, like the flaunting 
?wondbine ; ſhould the jeſ/amine rear her diminutive 
Head, on thoſe grand columns which ſupport the 
hollyhock ; ſhould the erect and manly aſpect of the 
piony hang down with a penſive air, like the flexile 
bells of the hyacint> ; ſhould that noble plainneſs 
which diſtinguiſhes the Ji, be exchanged for the 
glittering fringes which edge the pint, or the gaudy 
ſtains which bedrop the 7ris; ſhould thoſe tapering 
pillars which arife in the middle of its vaſe, and, tipt 
with golden pendants, give ſuch a luſtre to the ſur— 
rounding panels of alabaſtar,—ſhould thoſe fink and 
diſappear, like the chives which cover the heart of 
the anemone :>—In many of theſe caſes, would not 
the tranſpoſition be fantaitical and awkward ? in all, 
to the apparent prejudice of every individual? 

Again, with regard to the zue of their appearing, 
this circumſtance is ſettled, by a remarkable foreſight 
and precaution. What would become of the /az/r, 
if, in very ſtormy weather, he ſhould raiſe a lofty. 
maſt, and crowd it with all his canvas ? Such woul4 
be the ill effect, if the moſt ſtately ſpecies of flowers 
ſhouid preſume to come abroad, in the bluſtering 
months. Ah! how would they rue the imprudlent 
boldneſs! There fore, thoſe only that ſhoot the ſhort- 
eſt ſtems, and diſplay the ſmalleſt fpread of leaves, 
or, if you pleaſe, carry the leaſt ſai}, are launched 

Amic's 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 165 


amidſt the blowing ſeaſons. How injudiciouſly 
would the perfumer act, if he ſhould unſeal his fineſt 
ellences, and expoſe them to the northern winds, or 
wintery rains! Our blooming artiſts of the aromatic 
profeſſion, at leaſt the moſt delicate among them, 
ſcem perfectly aware of the conſequences of ſuch a 
procedure. Accordingly, they poſtpone the opening 
of their odoriferous treaſures, till a ſerener air, and 
more d unclouded ſkies, grant a protection to their 
amiabie traffic; till they are under no more appre- 
henſions of having their ſpicy -ells ritled by rude 
blaſts, or drowned in inceſlant ſhowers. | 
What a ſtriking argument is here ſor re/egnation ; 
unfeigned reſignation, to all the diſpoſals of Provi- 
dence ! Too often are our diſſatisfied thoughts apt. 
to find fault with divine diſpenſations. We tacitly 
arraign our Maker's conduct, or queſtion his —_—_ 
9 neſs 


b Caſimir, in a very poetical manner, addreſſes himſelf to the dor- 


mant roſe, and moſt prettily invites her to venture abroad, by the men- 
tion of theſe two circumſtances. 


Siderum ſacros imitata vultus, 
Druid lates dudum, Roſa *® Delicatum 
Efer e terris caput, O tepentis 
| Filia celi. 


Fam tibi nubes fugient aquoſce, 
Quas fugant albis Zephyri gnadrigis ; 
Fam tibi mulcet Boream jecantis 
Aura Favoni. 


Child of the ſummer, charming roſe, 
No longer in confinement ly; 

Ariſe to light; thy form diſeloſe; 
Rival the ſpangles of the (ky. 


The rains are gone, the ſiorms are o'er; 
Winter retires to make thee way : 

Come then, thou ſweetly-bluſhing flow' r; 
Come, lovely ſtranger, come away. 


The /n is dreſs'd in beaming ſmiles, 
Jo give thy beautics to the day; 

Young zepbyrs wait with gentleſt gales, 
To fan thy boſom, as they play. 


—ꝑk ————— — —— 
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neſs with regard to ourſelves; we fancy our lot not 
ſo commodioufly ſituated, or our condition not fo 
happily circumſtanced, as if we had been placed in 
ſome other ſtation of life. But let us behold this 
exquilitely nice regulation of the minute/? plants, and 
be aſhamed of our repining folly. Could any fibre in 
their compolition be altered, or one line in their fea- 
tures be tranſpoſed, without clouding ſome of their 
beauties ? Could any fold in their veſtments be varied, 
or any link in their orderly ſucceſſion be broken, with- 
out injuring ſome delicate property? And does not 
that all-ſeeing eye, which prelerves ſo exact a har- 
mony among theſe pretty tee, maintain as watchful a 
care over his rational creatures *—Does he chufe the 
properelt ſeaſon for the coxu/lip to ariſe, and drink the 
dews? And can he neglett the concerns, or misjudge 
the conveniencies, of his ſons and daughters? He, 
who has ſo completely diſpoſed whatever pertains to 
the vegetable economy, that the leaſt diminution or 
addition would certainly hurt the finiſhed ſcheme, 
does, without all peradventure, preſide, with equal 
attention, over the intereits of his own people. 

Be ſtill then, thou uneaſy mortal; * know that 


GO 
d Permittas ie expendere nitrin'bus, grid 
Convenat nobis, he” utile nofiric, 
New pro jucendis aptiſſima age dabunt di: 
Carier q urs bomo, quam fili. Jvv EN. 


Since all the downward tracts of time 
God's watchful eye ſurveys; 

O! wito fo wite to chuſe our lot, 
And regulate our ways ? 


Since nope can doubt his equal love, 
DUnmcaturably kind! _ 
To his errisg, FCrucioa: will, 

Fe ev ry with reügu'd. 


Good when he gives, ſupremely good ; 
Nor lets when he denies; 

Ev'n croſſes, from bis toy*'reign hand, 
Are blctlings in duzuite. 
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Gon is unerringly wiſe; and be aſſured, that amidit 
the great multiplicity of beings, he does not over- 
look thee. Thy Saviour has given me authority to 
aſſert, That thou art of far ſuperior value, in the 
eſtimate of Omnipotence, than all the herbage of 
the field. —If his ſacred will ordains t for thy 
portion, never dare to imagine, that uninterrupted 
health would be more advantageous. If he pleaſes 
to withhold, or take away children ; never preſume 
to conclude, that thy happineſs is blaſted, becaule 
thy hopes of an increaſing family are diſappointed. 
He, that marſhals all the ſtarry hoſt, and ſo accu- 
rately arranges every the meaneſt ſpecies of herbs ; 
IIE orders all the peculiarities, all the changes of thy 
ſtate, with a vigilance that nothing can elude, with 
a goodneſs that endureth for ever. Bow thy head, 
therefore, in humble acquieſcence; reſt ſatisfied, 


That whatever is, by the appointment of Heaven 7, 
ie right, is belt. 
Among 


H beteber is, is right ——If Mr Pope underſtands the maxim 
according to the limitation ſuggeſted above, he ſpeaks a moſt undenia- 
ble aud glorious truth. But, if that great poct includes whatever 
comes to paſs through the wild and extravagant paſſions of men; 
ſurely no thinking perſon, at leaſt no Chriſtian, can accede to his o- 
pinion. What Gov orders is wiſe, beyond all poſſibility of cor- 
rection; and geod, above all that we can aſk or think. His decrees are 
the reſult of infinite diſcernment, and his diſpenſations the iſſues of 
unbounded benevolence. — But man, fallen man, is hurried away, 
by his luſts, into a thouſand irregularities, which are deplorably evil 
in themſelves, and attended with conſequences manifeſtly pernicious to 
Society. —— Let the ſentiment, therefore, be reſtrained to the diſpo- 
ſals of Heaven, and I molt readily tubſcribe it. But, if it be extend- 
ed to the conduct of men, and the effects of their folly, I think my- 
felf obliged to eiter my proteſt againſt it. For, whatever kindles the 
divine indignation,---is cauſe of final ruin to the author, is ſtrictly 
forbidden by Gop's holy word, —is contrary to the whole defign of his 
revealed will, and the very reverſe of his eſſential attributes Thijs 
cannot poſſibly be right. This is moſt undoubtedly wrong. Omnipo- 
tence, indeed, can overrule it, and educe good from it; but the very 
nytion of overruling, ſuppoſes it to be abſolutely wrong in itſelf. 
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Among all the productions of the third creating- 
day, this of flowers feems to be peculiarly deſigned 
for man. Man has the monopoly of this favour; it 
is conferred on him by a ſort of excluſive charter. 
See the imperial crown, ſplendid and beautifully 
grand! See the tubergſe, delicate and languiſhingly 
fair! See all the pomp and glory of the parterre; 
where paint and perfume do wonders! Yet the in- 
ferior animals are neither ſmit with their beauties, 
nor regaled with their odours. 'The horſe never 
ſtands ſtill to gaze upon their charms; nor does the 
ox turn aſide to browſe upon their ſweets. Senſes 
they have to diſcern theſe curious objects in the 
greſe, but no taſte to difiinguiſh and relith their fine 
-accompliſhments.—Juſt ſo, carnal and unenlighten- 
ed men may underſtand the literal meaning of ſcrip- 
ture, may comprehend the evidences of its divine 
inſpiration ; yet have no reliſß of the heavenly truths 
it teaches, no ardent lenging for the ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings it offers; and ſee “ no form or comelineſs” in 
the Saviour it deſcribes, ſo as to render him the /- 
preme deſire of their ſouls. 7 | 

The chief end of theſe beautiful appearances, 
philoſophers ſay, is to enfold and cheriſh the em- 
$954 ſeed, or to ſwathe the tender body during its 
infant ſtate.—But, whatever is the chief end of na- 
ture, it is certaiu, ſhe never departs from the deſign 
of adminiſtering de/ight to mankind fo This is in- 
ſeparably connected with her other views. — Were 
it only to ſecure a productive principle, what es 

0 


f « We find that the moſt importants parts in the vegetable world, 
© are thoſe which are the moſt beautiful. "Theſe are the ſeeds by 
** which the ſeveral races of plants are propagated and continued, and 
£« which are always lodged in flowers or blofſoms. Nature ſeems ta 
« hide her principal defign, and to be induſtrious in making the earth 
* pay and delightful, while ſhe is carrying on her great work, and in- 
© tent: upon her own preſervation,” | 


| Srecr, Vol. V. No. 387, 
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of ſuch elegant complications? Why ſo much art 
employed, and ſo many decorations added? Why 
thouid v»eſtments be prepared richer than brocades, 
more delicate than lawns, and of a finer glow than 
the molt admired velvets ?/—lf the great mother had 
no other aim than barely to accommodate her little 
oitzpring, warm flannel, or homely fuſtian, would 
have ferved her turn; ſerved it full as well as the 
moit ſumptuous titjues, or all the furniture of the 
mercer's thop. 

Evident then it is, that flowers were endued with 
ſuch inchanting graces for the plenſure of man. In 
purſuance of this original intention, they have al- 
ways paid their court to the human race; they {till 
ſoem particularly ſolicitous of recommending them— 
ſelves to our regard. The fineſt of cach ſpecies 
crowd about our habitations, and are rarely to be 
ſeen at a diſtance from our abodes. They thrive 
under our cultivating hand, and obſerving eye; but 
degenerate, and pine away, if unregarded by their 
lord, — Lo win his attention, and deck his retreats, 
they hide their deformities under ground, and dif- 
play nothing but the moſt graceful forms, and en— 
gaging colours, to his fight. To merit a farther 
degree of his eſteem, the generality of them diſpenſe 
a delightful perfume. What is ſtill more obliging, 
they * referve their r:ch4# exhalations, to embalm 
liis morning and evening walks. + Becauſe he 
uſually chooſes thoſe cool hours, to recreate himſelf 
among their blooming ranks; therefore, at thoſe 


hours, 


———T'he flow'rs, 
That open row their choiceſt boſom'd ſmells, _ 
Reſerv'd from night, and kept for thee in ſtore. Mir. 


+ The twining jaſmine, and the bluſhing roſe, 
With laviſh grace their morning ſcents diſcloſe; 
The ſinclling tub'roſe and jonquil declare 
Ie ſtronger impulſe of an ev'ning air. PRIOR's Sol. 


Vol.. I. | P 
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hours, they are moſt laviſh of their ſragrance, and 
breathe out their choiceſt ſpirits. 

O man, greatly beloved by thy Creator | the dar- 
ling of Providence | "Thou art diſtinguiſhed by his 
goed nes, diſtinguiſh thyfelf allo by thy gratitude. 
Be it thy one undivided aim to glorify Him, who 
has been at ſo much expence to gratiiy thee |--— 
While all thofe inferior creatures, in ut eloquence, 
declare the glory of Gon, do thou lend them thy 
rongue. Be thou the high-prictt of the mute crea- 
tion; let their praiſes become vocal in thy ſongs — 
Adore the fupreme Benefactor, for the a he 
" ſhowers down upon *every order of beings ; adore 
him for numberlets mercies, which are appropriated 
to thyſelf : but, above all, adore bim, for that noble 
gift of a rotianal and immortal foul. — This conſti— 
tutes us maſters of the globe, and gives us the real 
enjoyment of its riches. This diſcovers ten thou» 
ſand beauties, which otherwiſe had been loſt ; and 
renders them both a ſource of delights, avd a vurſe- 
ry of devotion.—-—BÞBy virtue of this exalted prin— 
ciple, we are qualified to dre our Maker's 20, 
and capable of bearing his illuttrious 1mage bearing 
his illuſtrious image, not only when thefe ornaments 
of the ground have reſigned their honours, but 
when the great origin of day is extinguiſhed in the 
ſkies, and all the flaming orbs on high are pur out 
in obſcure darkneſs.—Thin to ſurvive, to furvive 
the ruins of one world, and to enjoy GopD; to 
reſemble Gon,—to be © filled with all the ſulnets 
« of Gon,” in another ;z—whoat a hap pineſs, want 
an ineſtimable happineſs is this! Yet % is thy 
privilege, (barter it not for triſles of an hour |) this 
thy glorious prerogative, O man! 

O! the goodnels, the exuberant grodnefi, of our 
Gor! I cannot forbear celebrating it once more, 
before I paſs to another conſideration low 
much ſhould we think curlclves obliged to a gene- 
1005 
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rous friend, who ſhould build 8 edifice, “ 
purely for our abode! But how greatly would the 
obligation be ucreated, if the hand that built, ſhould- 

F.2 alſo 


® I cannot perſnade myſelf, that the compariſon is ſtretched he- 
yond proper hounis, when cairied to this pitch. It is my ſtedfaſt 
opinion, that the world, at lalt this lower world, with its various 
appurtenances,. was intended purely for man; that it is appropriated 
to bim and that he (in ſubordination to God's glory), is the end 
of us creation. —Other animals, it is true, partake of the Creator's 
bene ts; but then they partake nader the notion of man's domeſ- 
tics, or on the foot of retainers to him; as creatures which bear 
fome relatiin to his ſervice, and fome way cr other contribute to 
his good. $9 that ftill he is the ceazre of the whole; or, as our in- 
comparable Mitton, equ Hy waſter of poetry and divinity, espreſſos 
himſelf, Al. things live far man. 


Par. Left, Book XI. ver. 161. 


Mr Pope, MI ; Ethic Epiſtles, 1 is pleaſed to explode this tenet, 
as the height of Fre. and a grog abſurdity. For my part, I 2 
no reaton tor fark a che. With all tubmiſſion to fo ſuperior a 
genius, it teens very remote from pride, to be duly ſcnſiole of favours 
vVonciſatedz toc Fortemp abe them in ul the extent of their munifi— 
cence, and ack nod edge them e iy. I ſhovld rather imagine, 
that to contract thar tz, when they are imm ent {ly large; to tint 
their number, when they arc | Aagetder innumerable; that ſaci a 
procedure favours more of ben, bility, than our hy potheſis, of pre- 
ſunption, and has more in it of ingratitude, than that of arro- 
&-4NCC. 

Mul how can it be deemed an abſurdity, to maintain that Gus 
g2ve us a _wworlZ tor gur potirti in, when Ut is our duty to believe, 
that he gave u his ealy Sen lor our propitiation 7. Sure, it can be 
neither dr.ocult, nor 1 to ſuppote, that he. deſigned the 
habitabl- globe, with 1's wh-Je turniture, for our preſent uſe; ſince 
he withheid not his holy chüld JuSUs, but freely delivered him up 
for our final {al ation. 

ogy the whole, I cann +t but conclude, that the attempt of our 
famous hct, 1 neither 4 ad. with regard to his foilow-creatures,--- 
nor At. with regard to his Ccator ---neither is his ſcheme, in 
fact, trie. Ihe attempt not Lind, with regard to man; bceeaule it 
robs him of one of the moſt deligattul and raviſhing contemplations 
10aginable. Jo conlider the great Author of exiſtence as having me 
in his cye, when he formed. univerſal nature; as contriving all 
tings with an immediate view to the exigencics of my particular 
tate; and making them all in ſuch a manner, as might he moſt con— 
ducixe to my particular advantage: this mult occaſion the ſtrongeſt 

ſatisfactions, 


1722 REFLECTIONS ON A 


alto furn/h it | and not only furnifh it with all that 
is commodious and comfortable, but ernment it 
alſo with whatever is fplendid and delightful |! 
This has our moſt indulgent Creator done, in a 
manner infinitely ſurpailing all we ceuld wiſh or 
imagine. 

The earth is aſſigned us for a dwelling.—— The 
fries are ſtretched over us, like a magnificent canopy, 
dyed in the pureſt azure ; and beautified, now with 
pictures of floating ſitver, now with colourings of 


reflected 


ſatisfactions, whenever I caſt a glance on the objects that ſurround 
me. Not gratſi with regard to Gop; becauſe it has the mot 
dir: & tendency to dimimin our ſenſe of his Kindrets, and, by that 
means, to throw a damp upon our gratitude. It .teaches us to look 
upon ourſelves as almoſt loſt among a croud of other beings, or re— 
garded only with an occaſional and incidental heneicencc; which 
muſt ccrrainly weaken the difpoſition, and indeed flacken the ties, 
to the mot adoring thankfulnefs.— Jo which, I apprchend, we 
may juſtly add, Neither is the ſcheme, in fat, e. For, not to 
mention «hat might be urged from the ſure word of revelation, this 
one argument appears ſofticicrtly conclanzye. The world began with 
man; the world muſt ceaſe with man; coufequently, the grand vic 
the principal end of the world, is, to fubſerve the intereits of man — 
It is on all fides agrecd, That the elifce was credted, when men was 
to be furniſhed with an habitation; and that it will be demoliſheal, 
when man has no further need of its accommodatiens. Winn he 
erters into the hogſe not made with hands, cternua in the heavens, 
Ihe earth, and all the works that arc therein, hall be burnt up.“ 
From which it ſeems a very obvious and fair deduction, 'That man is 
the final cauſe of this inferior creation. 

So that I think my readers, and myſelf, priei/eged (not to fay, on 
the principles of gratitude, eGig-d} to ute thoje lovely lines of our 
author, with a propricty and tuch, cqual to their clegance ana 
beauty : 


For mz, kind nature wakes her genial pow'r, 
Suckles cach herb, and fpreads out-ev'rv Aow'r ! 
Anf ual, for me, the gripe, the roſe, rencw 

The juice nectarcous, and the balmy dew : 

For me, the mine a thouſand treaties brings; 
For mr, heaith gulkes from a trowand ſprings. 


Ft, Ep. I. ver. 129 
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reſlected crimſon. ——The groſs is ſpread under us, 
as a ſpacious carpet, wove with ſilken threads of 
green, and damaſked with flowers of every hue.— 
Che /un, like a golden lamp, is hung out in the e- 
thereal vault, and pours his effulgence, all the day, 
to enlighten our paths. When night approaches, 
the moon takes up the friendly ollice ; ; and the are 


arc kindled in twinkling myriads, to cheer the dark- 


neſs with their milder luſtre, not diſturb our repoſe 
by too intenſe a glare.—— The claude, beſides the 
rich paintings they hang around the heavens, act the 
part of a ſhiſting ſcreens and defend us, by their 
feaſonable interpoſition, from the ſcorching beams 
of ſummer. May we not alto regard them as the 
great watering- pots of the globe; which, wafted on 
the wings of the wind, diſp z1enſe their moiſture d e- 
venly through the univerſal garden, and fructify, 
with their ſhowers, whatever our hand plants? — 
"Che elde are our exhauitleſs grauary.—-— The ocean 
is our vaſt reſervoir, - — The ammals ſpend their 

ſtrength 


b This circumitance, amidſt bände ce of other delicate and edify- 
ing remarks upon the wonders of nature, is finely touched in the 
pls, fophic: 1* 17, aciions, recor led in the book oft Job, chap. XXXV 177. 
15..— — . 05 39D i, 18 -M bath divided a waic: - 
courſe . tor the . rflewwing of Toaters f == Ahe Hcbrew eis fo pregnant and 
rich with tciife, th al no tranjlaticn can do it jaſtice, Ihe ſollowing 
parapbraſe, perhaps, may repreſent the pri: cipai ideas comprehencle- 
in the exprolive original. WO has Grached out, and, with admi;e 
«ble-judgement, % esd a wariity of aqneducts, for that imraenſe col- 
lection of waters «hich ihbat in the ſky? who dijlributes thoſe pen- 
dulous floods through all the Horders of the earth? diftiibates them, 
not in dreadful cataracts, or from!(fer.ous ghits ef rain, bat in Kindly 
drops and retrc! hin thower $7 oy 1h as much e See and Eel) Hy, as 
it they were co: rey: d by pipes irom a git; —=To War iball 
We aſort! 125 th at mies bete of COntrivan Pic of which now em thy now 1 


times Wong another; 5 lenſes tems: to hi s WE: it in Techs to that in 

imaller commnutcations; and, in a gerd, io. manages the mighty 
fluid, that every ſpot is ſupplied In 0 porportion t its wants, noue 
&flroyed hy an n. idiltin zus, 12d deluge ? 
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ſtrength to diſpatch our buſineſs; reſign their cloth. 
ing to replenith our wardrobe; and ſurrender their 
very lives to provide for our tables.——In ſhort, e- 
very element is a ſtorchouſe of conveniencies, every 

ſeaſon brings us the choiceſt productions ; ; all nature 
is our caterer.—— And, which is a moſt endearing 
recommendation of thefe favours, they are all as lowve- 
ly, as they are wſeful. You obſerve nothing mean or 
inelegant. All is clad in beavty's faireſt robe,“ and 
regulated by preportion's niceſt rule. The hole 
ſcene exhibits a fund of pleaſures to the imagination. 
at the ſame time that it more than ſupplies all ou: 

wants. © | i 

Thereſore, thou art inexciſnllt, O man, whoſe- 
ever thou art, that rebel/e/} againſt thy Maker. Hd 
ſurrounds thee with unnumbered benefi its, and fol- 
lows thee with an effuſion of the richeſt, noble“ 
gifts. He courts thy affections, he folicirs thy gra- 
titude, by liberalities which are never intermirtec, 
by a bounty which knows no limits. —Moſt bleffes. 
Lonp, let this thy goodneſs, thy unwearied good, 
neſs, lead us to repentance. 77 in us to thyſelk, thou 
Fountain of felicity, by theſe ſweet inducerents. 
Draw us to our duty, thou Gop of our ſalvation, bs 
theſe “ cords of love.“ 

What a living picture is here of the benetcin! el 
fects of indiſtry! By induſtry and cultivation, t}::- 
neat ſpot is an image of Eden. Here is all that cw: 

1 entertain. 

b Perhaps it was from ſuch an obſervation that the Greeks, tht. 
critical and refined judges of things, expretied the mandune en, by : 
word which ſignifics bearty *g. 


c «« hoſe ſeveral living creatures, which are made for our ſervice, 
or ſuſtenance, at the ſame time either fill the woods with their muß. 
furniſh us with game, or raile pleafing ideas in us by the delightfolne! 
of their appearance. Fountains, lakes, aud rivers, are as refretlivs 
to the imagination, as to the foil through which 15 9 

Spke r, Vol. V. No 387 


FLOWER-GARDEN. 175 


entertain the eye, or * regale the ſmell. Whereas, 


without cultivation, this ſweet garden had been a 
deſolate wildernefs : vile thiſtles had made it loath- 
ſome, and tangling briars inacce{hble. Without 
cultivation, it might have been a neſt for ſerpents, 
and the horrid haunt of venemous creatures. But 
the ſpade and pruning-knife, in the hand of indu- 
try, have improved it into a ſort of terreſtrial para- 
Ate. 

How naturally does this lead our contemplation, 

the advantages which flow from a virtuous educa- 
%, and the miſeries which enſue from the ® negle? 
ot it !——The mind, without early in{truction, will, 
in all proba: lity, become like the “ vineyard of the 
“ ſluppard.” If leſt to the propenſities of its own 
depraved will, what can we expect but the moſt lu— 
xuriant growth of unruly appetites, which, in time, 
w:ll break forth in all manner of tcandalous irregula— 
rities ?* What ?—but that anger, like a prickly thorn, 
arm the ten ber with an untractable moroſenels : 
peecbiſii 6 I:ke a ſtinging nettle, render the conver— 
ation irkſome and forbidding: avaric e, like ſome 
choaking weed, teach the fing\ ers to gripe, and the 
hands to oppreis : revenge, like {tome poiſonous plant, 
replete with banetul Juices, rankle in the breaſt, and 
medit; ite miſchicf to its neighbour : while unbridled 
lis, like ſwarms of noiſome inſects, taint each riſ- 
ig thought; and render“ every imagination of the 
« heart only evil continually. ”——Such are the uſu- 
a] products of ſay age: nature! ſuch the furniture of 
the uncultivated ſoul! 

Whereas, let the mind be put under the © nur- 
« ture and admonition of the Lonp :” let holy dif- 
Aline clear the ſoil: lét ſacred inſtructions fow it 


with 
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with the beſt ſeed :+let ſkill and vigilance dreſs the 
riſing ſhoots ; direct the young ideas how to ſpread ; 
the wayward paſſions how to move :—then, what a 
different ſtate of the inner man will quickly take 
place! Charity wiil breathe her ſweets, and Hep- 
expand her bloſſoms: the perſonal virtues diſplay 
their graces, and the /oc:a/ ones their ſruits : © the 
ſentiments become generous, the Carriage endearing ; ; 
the life honourable and uſeful. Þ 

O! that governors of milie, and maſters of 
ſchogts, would watch, with a conſcientious ſolicitude, 
over the morals of their tender charge! What 
pity is it, that the advancing generation thould lofe 
theſe invaluable endowments, through any fupine- 
neſs in their inſtructors |!——See ! with what afh- 
duity the curious florift attends his little nurſery : 
he viſits them early and late; furniſhes them with, 
the propereſt mould ſupplies them with ſeaſonable 
moiſture z guards them from the ravages of inſects; 
icreens them ſrom the injuries of the weather ; 
marks their ſpringing buds; obſerves them atten- 
tively through their whole progreſs; and never in- 
termits his anxiety, till he n them blown in- 
to full perfection.— — And thall a range of painted 
/ De, 

a This transformation of the Heart, and renewal of the 7ife, at 
repreſented in ſcripture, by fimilitudes very nearly allicd to the ima- 
ges uſed above———Gon, by his ſanctifying Spirit, 2% make the fort 
as a watered garden Under the operation of 2 c1vine Prgciple, 


the defert fhall rejoice, and bloſſom as the reſe. Wherever it exerts the re- 


tining and ennobling encrgs, infiead of the thorn, hall com up the fir-tree : 
and, inſlead of the Mes the myrile=tiee, Jer. XXI. 12. Ita. XXV. I. and 


Iv. 13. 


D: — A teneris aſſueſcere tanti et! VIRG. 
„ Y A Srapipe, T9 reg 1 vt hne £4 vewv Dee, A 
, MANI e Th WAV. Ar et. 


The principles we imbibe, and the habits we contract, in ovr mary 
years, are not matrers of in, At mon cent, but of the 1 c lch 
imaginable. They not only give a traniient or ſup <cifcial een 
our g 2 PPea trance in life, but moſt commonly ſtamp the foren of 
our del future conduct, and even of our «crnul tate. 
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leres, which flouriſh to-day, and to-morrow fall to 
the ground, —lhall theſe be tended with more zeal- 
ous application, than the exalted faculties of an un 
mortal ſoul! 

Yet, truſt not in cultivation alzve. It is the bleſ- 
ſing of the almighty Hutbandman, which imparts 
ſucceſs to ſuch labours of love. If Gop ““ ſeal up 
„the bottles of heaven,” and command the clouds 
to withhold their fatneſs, the beſt manured plot be- 
comes a barren deſert. And, if HE reſtrain the 
dew of his heavenly benedicion, all human endea— 
vours milcarry; the rational plantation languithes; 
our molt pregnant hopes, from youths of the moſt 
promiſing genius, prove abortive. Ther ret will be 
as retterneſs, and their blem avill go up as dit. — 
Therefore, let parents plant; let tutors water 3 but 
let both look up to the Father of /prrits, for the de- 
fred increaſe. 


On every ſide, I efpy ſeveral b:d{:ng lowers. As 
yet they are like bales of ſuperſine cloth from the 
packer's warehouſe. Each is wrapt within a ſt kreuz 
inclofure, and its contents are tied topether: by the 
Iirmeſt bandages. So that all their beaud ies ly Cone 
cealed, and all their ſweets are locked up. H uſt 
tuch is the nogard!y Wren, whote aims are all turn— 
ed inward, and mean! y terminal ed upon £1njef + who 
makes his own private:? 1tereſts, or perſon: wi pleaſures, 

he ſole centre of his deligus, and the icanty circum- 
Rata of his actions. | | | 

Urclong, the ſearching beams will open theſe 
then folds, and draw them into a es ful cxpane 
fron. Then, what a lovely bluſh will glow in their 
cheeks 4" and what a balmy odour — from their 
bofſoms! —— 8, when divine grace ſhines upon the 
mind, even the 7 1rl becomes be ee the heart of 
gone is taken away; and a heart of fleſh, a heart 


ſuſceptible 


mf. Y. 2.4 
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ſuſceptible of the ſofteſt, moſt compaſſionate emo- 
tions, is introduced in its ſtead, O] how ſweetly 
do the ſocial affections dilate themſelves, under ſo 
benign an influence | Juſt like thoſe diſcloſing gems, 
under the powerful eye of day. T he tender regards 
are no longer c:nfined to a fingle oject; but extend 
themſelves into a generous concern for mankind, 
and ed liberal reſreſhments on all within their 
reach, 

Ariſe then, thou Sun of Righteouſneſs ; ariſe with 
healing under thy wings; and transfule thy gentle, 
but penetrating ray, through all our intelleQual 
powers. Enlarge every dare diſpoſition, and fill 
us with a di. ve benevolence. Make room in our 
breaſts, ſor the whole human race; and teach us 
to love all our fcilow-creatures, for their amiable 
Creator's lake. May we be pleated with their ex- 
cellenci's, and rejoice in their happineſs 3 but feel 
their miferics as our own, gad, with a brother's ſym- 
pathy, haſten to relieve them! | 


Diſpoſed at proper diſtances, I obſerve a ranze 
of {trons and ately Les. They ſtand like towers 
along the walls of a fort! lied city, or rife like lofty 


Y 


ſpires amidſt the group of houſes. They part, at the 
top, into ſeveral penſile ſpiky pods : from each: of 
which 


m The prophiet, deſeribing the charitable temper, very beautifully 
ſays, F thor draw out thy ſoul to the hungry { "This, 1 think, 
may not improperiy be illuſtrated by the circumſtances Oh! vue 
above. The opening of theſe buds into a large and extei five 
ſpread, is a pretty Portrait of the amlitude of a generous heart; 
which cannot ſhut up its compaſſion, ar 1cmain unconcerried at any 
human calamity. Ihe freencis and cop outreſs, with which the cx- 
panded flowers are continually pouring cat their choicelt effer 
may repreſent the vari-us ads of an wvnwearied liberality, ae 
with thoſe endearing words, and that cordial affection, which cm 
balm, as it were, a wit; double its value; and conſtitute, whit the 
ſacred penman ſtyles, D, awwing out tbe foul. — TO/DJ PI Deprore- 


gſeris animam tua, Ifa, lvii. 10. 
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which we ſhall ſoon ſee a fine figure diſplaying itſelf; 


runde into a form winch conſtitutes a perfect cir- 
cle; ſpread wide open, into the moſt frank and com- 
municative air; and tinged with the colour, which 
is ſo peculiarly captivating to the milcr's eye. 

But the property I ch ici y admire, is its paſſionate 
fonineſs for the ſun. When the evening-thades take 
place, the poor flower droops, and folds up its 
leaves. It mourns all the long night, and pines 

amidſt the gloom, like ſome forlorn lover, baniſhed 
from the object of Ins affections. No fooner does 
Providence open “ the eye-lids of the morning ;” 
but it meets f and welcomes the returning light; 
courts and careſſes it all the day; nor ever loſes 
ſight of the refulgent charmer, ſo long as he con- 
inues above the herizon. In the morning vou 
may perceive it preſenting a golden boſom to the 
eaſt ; aten don, it points _ ard to the middle ikys 
in the evening, follows the fame attractive "fluence 
tO the 1 relt. 
ely, nature is a book, and every page rich with 
ſacred hints. To an attentive mind, the gard n turns 
preacher, and its blooming tenants are fo many lively 
lermons. What an engage ging pattern, and what an 
excellent leſſon, have we here - So, let the redeem- 
ed of the Lok 7:74 wits Jusvs E, anil be conformed 
to their Beloved, Let us all be :/#;2ropes (if l may 
ule the expreſſion) to the Sun of KRightecuf! . Let 
our paſüons rife and fall; take this Cunrte or th, it z 


118 a 13 word determines, as his holy CN ample guides. 
. us be fo accommodated, both in his commanding 
ane | providzatial Will, as the wax is turned to the 
jroprintes ſeal; or, as the atpect © f this enamoured 
tio w er, to the Ipic ndid {tar, which creates. our day. 


In 


3 

| ad 

* 
as — 


la ſuum, quainvi; rade ſeuctur, 
Vertitur ad Solemn. EN Ovi. 


E Heb. xi. 2. 
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In every enjeyment, O thou watchful Chriſtian, 
look unto Jusos; receive it as proceeding from 
his love, and purchaſed by his agonies *. — In every 
tribulation look unto Jesus; mark his gracluus 
hand, managing the ſcourge, or mingling the bit- 
ter cup; attempering it to a proper degree of ſe— 


verity ; adjulting the time of its continuance ;j and 


dana to Wa theſe ſeeming difaſters productive of 
every infirmity and fuling, look 
unto 1 thy merciful e e pleading his 
atoning blood, and making interceihon for trant- 
greſſors.— In every prayer look unto JEsus, thy 
prevailing Advocate; recommending thy devotions, 
and * hearing the iniquity of thy holy things !.“ — 
In every temptation look unto J sos, the Author 
of thy ſtrength, and Captain of thy falvation ; who 
alone is able to lift up the hands which hang down, 


to invigorate the enfeebled knees, and make thee 


more than conqueror over all thy enemies. — But 
eſpecially, when the Hurt of thy departure ap- 
roaches 3 when © thy fleſh and thy heart fail; 

when all the ſprings of life are irreparably breaking ; ' 
then look unto Jusus, with a belicving eye. Like 
expiring Stephen, bchoJd him ſtanding at the right 
hand of Gop, on purpoſe to ſuccour "his people in 
this their lalt extremity. Yes, my Chriſtian friend, 
when thy journey through life 1s finiſhed, and thou 
art arrived on the very verge of mortality; when 
thou art juſt launching out into the inviitble world, 
and all before thue is vaſt eternity; then, O then: 
be ſure to look fledfaſtly unto Jusus! © See by 


faith 
k He ſunk beneath our heavy woes, 
To riiſe us to his throne: *f 
Fhere's not u gt bis band beflowvs, | 
But 4900 his cg a vroaurt WATTS. 


1 Exod. xxvili 38. 


A Lol 17. 5 NI , * k Ly wed, ail the FIG of thc earth, 1a, xly 22. 
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„ faith the Lonp's CUkisr.“ View him, as the onl 


<vay 5 to the everlaſting manſions; as the only der 
to the abodes of bliſs. 


Yonder tree, which faces the ſouth, has ſome- 
thing too remarkable to paſs without obſervation. 
— Like the fruitful, though feeble vine, ſhe brings 
forth a large family of branches; but, unable to 
ſupport them herſelf, commits them to the tuition 
of a ſunny wall. As yet the tender twigs have 
ſcarce gemmed their future blofſoms. However, I 
may anticipate the well-known productions, and 
picture to myſelf the pfννij« ler, which will, in 
due time, with a long 100 copious ſucceſſion, adori 
the boughs. 9 | 

L have read, in a Latin author, of flowers in- 
ſoribed with che mae F kings : i but here is one, 
emblazoned with the marks of the bleeding Prince of 
80 L read, in the inſpired writings, of apoſtolie 
nen, who bore about, in their bodies, the dying 
. the 1,okd JESUS: * but here is a blooming reli- 
27% that carries apparent memorials of the ſame 

. and fata! cataſtrophe.—— Who would 
ve expected to find ſuch a tragedy of wo exhi- 
tired in a coll ection of the moſt delicate delights ? 


or to ſee Calvary's horrid ſcene pourtrayed on the 
Mftelt ornaments of the garden ?—lIs nature then 
actuatec by the noble ambition of paying commemo- 
native honours to her agonizing Sovereign ? Is ſhe 
kindly oficious to remind forgetful morrals, of that 
miracle of mercy; which it is their duty to con- 
template, anc their happineſs to believe? —Or, is a 


6 +, 27. 
De 
2 


ve imagination my interpreter; and all the 
. x ſuppoſed 
3 John xiv, 6. h Johs x. 9. of 


1 Die, qiniòus in terris mnſcrtpit K2mind reguim 
Naſcantur flores b — Vike. 
k 2 Cor. iv. 10. 


Vo. I. 1 
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ſuppoſed reſemblance, no more than the precarious 
gloſs of fancy? Be it ſo; yet even Fancy has her 
merit, when the ſets forth, in ſuch pleaſing image. 


ry, the crucified JEsUs. Nor ſhall I refuſe a wil- 


ling regard to Imagination herſelf, when ſhe em- 
ploys her creative powers, to revive the ſenſe of ſuch 
unparalleled love, and prompt my gratitude to fo di- 
vine a friend. 

That /piral tendril, ariſing from the bottom of 
the ſtalk; is it a repreſentation of the /courge, which 
laſhed the Redeemer's unſpotted fleſh ; and inflicted 
thoſe ſtripes, by which our fouls are healed ? Or, 
15 it twilted for the cord, which bound his hands in 

ainful and ignominious confinement z thoſe bene- 
ſicent hands, which were inceflantly ſtretched out 
to unlooſe the heavy burdens, and to impart bleſſings 
of every choice kind ?——Behold the nails which 
were drenched in his ſacred veins, and rivetted his 
feet to the accurſed tree; thoſe beautiſul ? feet, 
which always went about doing good; and travelled 
far and near, to ſpread the glad tidings of everlaſting 
falvation.— See the hammer, ponderous and malſly, 
which drove the rugged irons through the ſhivering 
nerves; and forced a paſſage for thoſe desde 
wedges, between the diflocated bones. — —View the 
Horus, which encircled our royal Maſter's brow, 
and ſhot their keen afflictive points into his bleſſed 
head. O the ſmart! the racking ſmart, when, in- 
ſtead of the triumphal laurel, or the odoriferous 
garland, that pungent and ragged wreath was plant- 
ed on the meek Meſhah's forehead | when violent 


and barbarous blows of the ſtrong Eaſtern cane, » 
| {truck 


ü How beautiful are the feet of bim that brinz:th good tidings, that 
gubliſbetl peace, that brirgeth god t:dings of good, that publiſteth ſalvation i 
Iſa. lii. 7. | | | 

t: They tool the reed, ſays the fucred hiſtorian, and ſinote him on ths 
Bead ; and fo, as it were, nad down the thorns into his _ 

% rad 
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ſtruck the prickly crown, and fixed cvery thorn 
deep in his throbbing temples. There ſtand 
the diſciples, ranged in the green impalement; and. 
forming a circle round the inſtruments of their great 
Commander's death. They appear like ſo many 
{aithful adherents, who breathe a gallant reſolution, 
either of defending heir Lord to the laſt extremity, 
or of dropping honourably by kis fide. But did 
they give ſuch proofs of zeal and fidelity in their 
conduct, as their BEIGE poſture, and determined 
aſpect, ſcem to promiſe? Alas! what is all human 
ſirmneſs, when deſtitute of ſuccours from above, 
but an expiring vent? What is every faint, if 
unſupported by powerful grace, but an abandoned 
traitor? —Obſerve the glory, delineated in double 
rays, grand with imperial purple, and rich with 
æthereal blue. But, ah | how incapable are threads, 
though ſpun by Summer's fineſt hand, though dyed 
in ſnows, or dipped in heaven, to diſplay the im- 
maculate excellency of his human, or the ineffable 
majeſty of his divine nature! Compared with theſe 
ſublime per fections, the moſt. vivid aflemblage of 
colours fades into an unmeaning flatne/i ; the moſt 
2 | charming 


* head and temples, and occaſioned thereby exquiſite pain, as 
* well as a great effuſion of blood. "Family Expeſitor, Vol. II. ſed. 
188. © It is moſt probable,” adds the ſame judicious critic, 
* this was a walking-ſtaff, which they put into his hand as a ſceptre; 
e for a blow with a ſight reed would ſcarce have been felt, or have de- 
© ſerved mention in a detail of fuch dreadful ſufferings.” 

b The ſmart, attending this unparalleled piece of contempt and 
barbarity, mnſt be inexpreſibly ſevere; not only on account of the 
many painful punctures made in the fleſh; but principally, becauſe 
the perioſteum, an exquiſitely ſenſible tegument of the bones, lying 
in thoſe parts very near the external kin, mult receive a multitude of 
terrible wounds. The anguiſh of which could not fail of being in- 
Zamed to an exceſs of rage, by the continuance of ſo many thorny lau- 
$#*i5, in that extremely tender membrane; which, in ſuch a caſe, 


———trembling alive all o'er, 
Muſt ſmert and agonize at every pore. * 
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charming effects of light and ſhade are not only mere 
daubings, but an abſolute blank. 

Among all the beauties which ſhine in ſun- 
robes, and ſip the filver dews; this, I think, has 
the nobleft imp bort, if not the 7 preſence. Were 
they all to pats in review, and expect the award of 
fuperiority from my deciſion, I ſhould not hefitate 
a moment. Be the prize aiſigned to this amiable 
candidate, which has fo eminently diltinguithed, 
and ſo highly dignified herſelf, by bearing ſuch a 
remarkable reſembl; ance to « the righteous Branch ; 
« the Plant of renown.” £ While others appoint 
it a place in the parterre, I would tranſplant the 
puſllon- flower, or rather transfer its ſacred ſignifi- 
cancy to my heart. There let it bloom, both in 
ſummer and in winter; bloom, in the moſt impreſ- 
five” characters, and with an undecaying luſtre. 
That I allo may wear, —wear on my very ſoul, the 
traces of ImMMaANuUtL, pierced for my fins, and 
bruiſed for my eraoſgreffions. That I alſo may 6 
cruciſied with Ctikisr, 5 at leaſt in penitential re- 
morie, and affectionate ag That I may 
Moons tie fe loufhip of his ,. rings d and feel all my 
evil a; Tections wounded by his agonies, mortified by 
nis deatit, 


There is another ſubje& of the verdant kingdom, 
which, on acccunt of its very uncommon qualities, 
demands my particular notice. One, to extremely 
diſſident in her diſpoſition, and delicate in her con- 
ſtitution, that ſhe darcs not venture herſelf abroad 
in the open air, but is nurſed up in the warmth of 
a þ;1-bed, and lives cloiſtered in the cells of a green- 
5e. — But the moſt curious peculiarity is, That, 
ok all her kindred ſpecies, ſhe alone partakes of Per- 

epliv: 


3o the bleſſed Jesus is deſcribed, Jer. Xxiil. 5. Ezek. xxxiv. 29. 
5 Gal. ii. 20. 9 Phil. lil, 10. 
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reptive life; at leaſt, advances neareſt to this more 
exalted ſtate of being ; and may be looked upon as 
the link which connects the animal and the vegetable 
world. A ſtranger, obſerving her motions, would 
almoſt be induced to ſuſpect, that ſhe is endued with 
ſome inferior degrees of conſciouſneſs and caution. 
For, if you offer to handle this /enfitive-plant, ſhe 
immediately takes the alarm; haſtily contracts her 
fibres; and, like a perſon under apprehenſions ok 
violence, a ee from your finger, in a kind of 
precipitate diſorder. Perhaps, the beauty of her aſ- 
pect might be ſullied, or the niceneſs of her texture 
diſcompoſed, by the human' touch. Therefore, like 
a coy virgin, ſhe recedes from all unbecoming fami- 
liarities; and will admit no ſuch improper, if not 
pernicious, freedoms. 

Whatever be the cauſe of this unuſual effect, i 
ſuggeſts an inſtructive admonition to the Chriſtian. 
Such thould be our apprehenſive timorous care with 
regard to fin, and all, even the moſt diſtant ap- 
proaches of vice. $5 ſhould we avoid the very aps 
pearance of evil, and ſtand aloof from every occaſion 
of falling. —If ſinners entice, if forbidden pleaſures 
tempt, or if opportunity beckon, with the gain of 
injuſtice in her hand; O! turn from the gilded 
ſnare; touch not the beauteous bane ; but fly, fly 
with haſte; fly without any delay, from the be- 
witching ruin. Does anger draw near with her 
lighted torch, to kindle the flame of reſentment in 
our breaſts? Does f.ttery ply our ears with her 
inchanting and intoxicating whiſpers? Would di 
content lay her leaden hand upon our temper, aud 
mould into our minds her ſour Icaven, in order to 
make us a burden to ourſelves, and unamiable to 
others? Inſtantly let us divert our attention from 
the dangerous objects; and not ſo much endeavour 
tq antidote, as to ſhun, the moral contagion, Let 

Q3 13 
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us revolrye, in our meditations, that wonderful mer. 
27% of our diſtreſſed Maſter, which, amidit the moſt 
abuſive and provoking infults, maintained an uni- 
form tenor of unſhaken ſerenity, Let us contem- 
plate that-prodigious humiliation, which brought him, 
rom an infinite height above all worlds, to make 
his bed in the duſt of death. Let us ſoothe our 
jarring, our uneaſy paſhons, with the remembrance 
ef that cheerfulneſs and reſignation, which rendered 
Jim, in the deepeſt poverty, unfeignedly thankful, 
and, under the heavicit tribulations, moſt ſubmiſſive— 
Ty patient. | 

Harbour not, on any conhderation, the betrayer 
of your virtue. Always maintain a holy EH bility 
of ſoul. Be deaf, inflexibly deaf, to every beguiling 
ſolicitation. If it obtrude into the unguarded heart, 
give it entertainment, no, not for a moment. To. 
parley with the enemy, is to open a door for deſtruc- 
tion. Our ſafety confiits in flight; and, in this 
caſe, ſuſpicion is the trueſt prudence ; fear, the great- 
eſt braven. — Play not on the brink of the preci— 
pice Flutter not round the edges of the flame. 
Dally not with the ſtings of death. Bor reject, 
with a becoming mixture of ſolicitude and abhor- 
rence, the very firſt inſinuations of | iniquity 3 as 
cautiouſly, as the ſrarting fore ſhrinks even from the 


ſoſteſt hand; as conſtantly as this j-alors plant recoils 
at the approaching touch. 


Not 


© The prophet Iſaiah, in an elegant and lively deſcription of the 
upright man, ſays, He e ſoaketh bis bands from bolding of bribes ; and, | 
way add, trom practilicy any kind of iniquity. The image, excced- 
ingly but ful, and equally expreſſive, both illuſtrates and enforces ' 
the doftiine of this whole ſection.— Shaketh bis hands ; juſt a+ a per- 
ſon would do, who happens to have burning coals fall into his Jap, or 
foOme venomous creature faltening upon his flcſh. In ſuch a caſe, none 
wenld land a moment to conſider, or to debate with himſelf, the ex- 
pedicncy of the thing; ie would inftuntly fling off the rey” 


cambrance, inſtant ly enden eur to diſengage himſelf from the e 8 
Wiichich, Ia, XXII ll. 15, 


Ll hay? 
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Not long ago, theſe curious productions of the 
Spring were cear/e and miſ ſhapen roots. Had we 
opened the earth, and beheld them in their ſeed, how 
uncouth and contemptible had their appearance been! 
But now they are the boaſt of nature; the de- 
light of the ſons of men; finiſhed patterns for ena- 
melling and embroidery, outthining even the happieſt 
ſtrokes of the pencil. They are taught to bloom, but 
with a very inferior luſtre, ® in the richeſt tapeſtries 
and moſt magnificent ſilks. Art never attempts to 
equal their incomparable elegancies; but places all 
her merit in ching after theſe delicate originals. 
Even thoſe who glitter in ſilver, or whoſe clothing is 
wrought of gold, are deſirous to borrow additional 
ornaments, from a ſprig of jeſſamine, or a little aſ- 
ſemblage of pinks. 

What a fine idea may we form, from hence, of 
the reſurrefion of the juſt, and the ſtate of their re- 
animated bodies! As the roots even of our choiceſt 
flowers, when depoſited in the ground, are rude and 
ungraceful ; but when they ſpring up into bloomin 
liſe, are molt elegant and ſplendid ; fo the fleſh of a 
faint, when committed to the duſt, alas | what is it? 


A 


have repreſented the danger of not extinguiſhing immediately the 
very firſt ſparks of temptation, in a variety of views. Becauſe a pro- 
per behaviour in this conjuncture, is of ſuch vaſt importance to the 
purity, the ſafety, and the comfort of our minds. Becauſe I bad 
the royal moraliſt in my eye, who, deterring his pupils frora the path 
of the wicked, c1!e:---with an air of decp concern, and in the lan- 
gvag* of vehement importunity, Cries 3 void it; paſs not by it; turn 
from it, and paſs away. How ſtrongly is the counſel urged, by being 
to frequertly repeated, in ſuch a remarkable diverſity of conciſe and 
abrupt, conſcquently of forcible and preſſing admonitions, Prov. 
Iv. T5. | , 5 | 


h The cowflip ſmilcs in brighter yellow dreft, 
Than that which veils the rubil virgin's breaft : 
A fairer red (tinds bluſhing in the roſ-, 
Thau that which on the bridegroom's veſtments flows. 


Pr1i9k's S. 
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A heap of corruption; a maſs of putrefying clay. 


But when it obeys the great Archangel's call, and 


ſtarts into a new exiſtence ; what an aſtoniſhing 
change enſues ! what a moſt ennobling improvement 
takes place! — That which was ſown in weakneſr, is 
raiſed in all the vivacity of power. That which was 
ſown in deformity, is raiſed in the bloom of celeſtial 
beauty. Exalted, refined, and glorified, it will ſhine 
c as the brightneſs of the firmament,” when it darts 
the inimitable blue, through the fleeces, - the ſnowy 
fleeces, of ſome cleaving cloud. 

Fear not, then, thou faithful Chriſtian ; fear not, 
at the appointed time, to deſcend into the tomb, 
Thy hu thou mayeſt truſt with thy omnipotent Re- 
deemer, who is LorD of the unſeen world; “ who 
& has the keys of hell, and of death.” Moſt ſafely 
mayeſt thou truſt thy better part, in thoſe beneficent 
hands, which were pierced with nails, and faſtened 
to the ignominious tree, for thy ſalvation.— With re- 
gard to thy earthly tabernacle, be not diſmayed; it is 


taken down only to be rebuilt upon a diviner plan, 


and in a more heavenly form. If it retire into the 
ſhadow of death, and ly immured in the gloom of 
the grave, it is only to return, from a ſhort confine— 
ment, to endleſs liberty. If it fall into diſſolution, 
it is in order to riſe more illuſtrious from its ruins ; 
and wear an infinitely brighter face of perfection, 


and of glory. i 


Having now made my panegyrie, let me next take 
up a /amentation, for theſe lovelieſt productions of 
the vegetable world. —PFor I foreſee their approaching 
doom: Yet a little while, and all theſe pleafing 

; ; ſcenes 


{ The wiſe, the juſt, the pious, and the brave, 
Jive in their deaths, and flouriſh from the grave. 
Grain hid in earth, repays the peaſant's carc, 
And ev ning furs {t but tg rut more fair. 
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ſcenes vaniſh : yet a little while, and all the ſweets 


of the breathing, all the beauties of the blooming 
ſpring, are no more. Every one of theſe amiable 
forms muſt be ſhrivelled to deformity, and trodden 
to the earth. r reſemblance this, of all 
created beauty. Al Hi is graſs ; like the green 
herbage, liable and prene to fade. Nay, 4% the 
gadlins therecf, its fineſt accompliſhments, and 


what the world univerſally admires, is as the flower 


F the field ; * which loſes its gloſs, decays, and 
perithes more ſpeedily than the grafs itfelf. — Behold 
then, ye brighteſt among the daughters of Ewe ; be- 
hold yourſelves, in this gliſs. See the charms of your 
perſian echpfe d, by the uſtre of theſe ny flowers 
and the frailty of your flute repreſented, | by their 
tranſient glories. A fever may ſcorch thoſe poliſhed 
veins 3 a confumption may emaciate the dimpling 


cheeks 3 
k Iſa. xl. 6. | 


1 Kat ro de NN foe, xe S wypovrg avſo papeiva® 
Kat T0 70 XAXov FLV EV Eicpty va TRNU oper” 
At T9 xpevey 6b, Kapaivelyi avita αν - 
A Je der AeUXA, nat Tartlos avine π — on 
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The reader vill excuſe me, if I initate, rather than tranſlate, theſe 
lines from 'Iheoctitus ; if I vary one image, add another, and give a 
new turn to the whole. 


When ſnows deſcend, and robe the ficlds, 
In winter's bright array; 

Touch'd by the ſun, the luſtre fades, 
And uccps itfelf away, 


When /pring appears; when violets blow, 
And ſhed a rich perfume ; 

How ſoon the fragrance breathes its laſt! 
How ſhort-liv'd is the bloom! 


Freſh in the morn, the ſummer roſe, 
Hangs with'ring ere 'tis noon ; 
We ſcarce enjoy the balmy gift, 
But mourn the plcaſure gone. | 
With 
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cheeks; and a load of unexpected ſorrows deprefs 
thoſe lively ſpirits. Or, ſhould theſe diſaſters, in 
pity, ſpare the tender frame: yet age, inexorable 
age, and wrinkles, will affuredly come at laſt; will 
wither all the fine features, and blalt every ſprightly 

grace. | 
Then, ye fair, when thoſe ſparkling eyes are dark- 
ened, and fink in their orbs; when they are rolling 
in agonies, or ſwimming in death, —how will you 
fuſtain the affliftion ? how will you repair the loſs ? 
Apply your thoughts to r«/igizn : attend to the one 
thing needful. Believe in, and imitate, the bleſſed 
Jeevs : then ſhall your fouls mount up to the realms 
of happineſs, when the well proportioned clay is 
mingling with its mean original. The light of 
God's countenance will irradiate, with matchleſs and 
conſummate perfection, all their exalted faculties. 
Cleanſed entirely from every dreg of corruption, like 
ſome unſullied mirror, they will refle& the complete 
image of their Creator's holineſs. -—O ! that you 
would thus dreſs your minds, and prepare for the im- 
mortal ſtate! Then, from ſhining among your fel- 
low- creatures on earth, you ſhall be tranſlated, to 
ſhine around the throne of Gop. Then, from being 
the ſweeteners of our life, and the delight of our eyes 
here below, you ſhall paſs, by an eaſy tranſition, 
| | ute 


With gliding fire, an ev'ning ſtar 
Streaks the autumnal lkics ; 

Shook from the ſphere, it darts away, 
And, in an inſtant, dies. 


Such are the charms that fluſh the cheek, 
And ſparkle in the eye; 

So, from that lovely finiſh'd form 
The tranſient graces fly. 


To this the ſeaſons, as they roll, 
Their atteſtation bring; 
They warn the fair; their ev'ry und 
Confirms the truth Ing. 


at 
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into angels of light; and become “ an everlaſting 
« excelle ncy, the joy of all generations.“ 
Fs; ye flowery nations, ye mit all decay. —Y one 
der 4%, that looks like the queen of the gay creation 
—ice, how gracefully it erects its majeitic head | 
W. hat an air of dignity and grandeur cnnobles its 
aſpect! For elevated mien, as well as for income 
pov able luſtre, juſtſy may it be preferred to the mag- 
nificent moaarch of the eaſt. ® But, all ſtately and 
charming as it is, it will hardly ſurvive a few more 
days: that unſpotted whitenefs mult quickly be tar- 
niſhed; and the ſnowy form dehled in the duſt. 
As the lily pleaſes, with the noble Gmplicity of 
its appearance; the ulis is admired, for the gaizty 
and multiplicity of its colours. What a profuſion 
of dyes adorn its painted cup! Its tinges are fo 
glowing, its contraits fo ſtrong, and the arranges 
ment of them both fo elegant and artful [It was 
lately the pride of the border, and the reigning beau- 
ty of the delightful ſeaſun. As exquiiitely fine as the 
rainbow, and aimoſt as extremely tranſient, it fpread 
for a little moment its glittering plumage 3 but has, 
now, laid all its variegated and ſuperior honours 
down. Thoſe radiant ſtripes are blended, alas! rude- 
iy blended, with common mould. 
To a graceful ſhape, and blooming complexion, 
the ri/e adds the molt aprecable perfume. Our 
noſtrils make it repeated viſits, and are never weary ' 
of drinking in its ſweets. A fragrance, ſo peculiar- 
ty rich and reviving, tranſpires from its opening 
tuits, that every one covets its 60 . How 
have I feen even the accompliithed Clary/a, for whom 
10 many votarics languith, fondly carcling this httle 
tower! That lovely boſom, which is the feat of 
innocence and virtue; whoſe leaſt excellency it is to 
rival the delicacy of the purzit ſnows; among a 
thouſand charms of its own, thinks it poſitole to ad- 
opt 
© Mat vi. 26 
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opt another from the damaſk roſe-bud. - Yet even 
this univerſal favourite muſt fail. Its native balm 
cannot preſerve it from putrefaction. Soon, ſoon, 
mult it refign all thoſe endearing qualities; and hang 
neglected on its ſtem, or drop deſpiſed to the 
ground. 

One could wiſh, methinks, theſe moſt amiable of 
the inanimate race, a longer exiſtence; but in vam: 
they fade almoſt as ſoon as they flourith ; within lefs 
than a month, their olories are extinct. Let the ſun 
take a few more journeys through the ſky; then visit 
this enchanting walk; and you will find nothing but 
a wretched wilderneſs of ragged or naked ſtalks, — 

zut (my ſoul exults in the thought) the garment of 
celeſtial . g/zry, which ſhajl, erelong, array the re» 
animated body, will never wax old, the illuſtrious 

robes of a Haviour's conſammate ig“ treib, which 
are appointed to deck the juſtilled tpirit, are ingor— 
ruptible and iaimortal. No moth can corrode their 


texture; no number of ages Tully their brightneis. 


The light of day may be e and all the ſtars 


ſink in obſcurity; but the honours of * juſt men 


% made perfect,“ are ſubject to no diminution; in- 
extinguiſhable and unfading is the lutre of their 
crown. 

Ws; we flowery nations, ye muft l dera. - — 
Winter, like ſome enraged and irreiltihſe conquer- 
or, that carries fire and fword, wherever. he ad- 
vances; demoliſhes towns; depopulates countrics ; 
Spread laughter and defolation on every hide 3 
ſo, juſt e, will Hint Fry with bis ſavage and une 
I. nting blaſts, inyade this beautiful proſpect. Ihe 
florms are vathering, and the ten mpets muſtering 
their rege, 10 fall upon the vegetable kingdoms, 
They will ravage throupn the dominions of nature; 


An 4 P und. Yr ker riches CS, {reg A 2 V {ie her charms. — 


Then, ye trees, mult you ſtand ſtript of your verdant 
apparel; 
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apparel; and, ye fields, be ſpoiled of your wavin 
treaſures. Then, the earth, diſrobed of all her 
gay attire, muſt fit in fables, like a diſconſolate 
widow. The ſun too, who now rides in triumph 
round the world, and ſcatters gaiety from his radi- 
ant eye, will then look faintly from the windows of 
the South ; and, caſting a ſhort glance on our de- 
jected world, will leave us to the uncomfortable 
gloom of tedious nights. — Then, theſe pretty cho= 
#i/lers of the air will chant no more to the gentle 
gales. The lark, the linnet, and all the feathered 
ſongſters, abandon their notes, and indulge their 
woes. The harmony of the woods is at an end: 
and filence (unleſs it be interrupted by howling 
winds) ſullen filence, fits brooding upon the boughs, 
which are now made vocal, by a thouſand warbling 
throats. 

But (ſweet recolle&ion ! raviſhing expeCtation ) 
the /ongs of ſaints in light, never admit a pauſe for 
ſadneſs. All heaven will reſound with the melody 
of their gratitude; and all eternity echo to their 
triumphant acclamations. The Hallelujahs of that 
world, and the harmonious joy of its inhabitants, 
will be as laſting as the divine perfeCtions they ce- 
lebrate.— Come then, holy love, and tune my heart ; 
_ deſcend, celeſtial fire, and euch my tongue ; that I 
may ſtand ready to ſtrike up and bear my part, in 
that great hoſanna, that everlaſting hymn. 


Yes, yes; ye flowery nations, ye muſt all decay._— 
And, indeed, could you add the ſtrength of an oak, 
or the ſtability of a pyramid, “ to all the delicacy of 
8 | your 


I know not any performance, in which the tras/itory nature of 
theſe moſt durable monuments of human grandeur, is hinted with 
ſuch a modeſt air of inſtruction, or their hideous ruin deſcribed in 
ſuch a pomp of pleaſing horror, as in a ſmall, but ſolemn, pic= 
tureſque, and majeſtic poem, entitled-— Tux Ruins or Roux, writ= 
ten by the Rev. Mr DyYEN; whom the reader (if he has the plea- 

Vos. I, | 1 face 
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Four texture; yet ſhort, exceeding ſhort, even 
then, would your duration be. For, I /ee that all! 
things came to an end. The pillars of nature are 
tottering z the Foundations of the round world are 
falling away: „The heavens themſelves wax old 
< like a garment.” — But, amidſt theſe views of ge- 
neral ruin, here is our refuge; this is our confola. 
tion; We know that our Redeemer livetb. Thy years, 
bleſſed Jesus, ſhall not fail. From everlaſting to 
everlaſting, thou art ſtill the ſame ; the ſame moſt 
excellent and adorable perſon 3; the ſame omnipotent 
and faithful friend; the fame all- ſuſſicient and in- 
eſtimable portion. —O 1 may we but partake of thy 
merits z be ſanctified by thy grace; and received 
into thy glory !—Then, perith, if ye will, all in- 
ferior delights. Let all that is ſplendid in the ſkies 
expire, and all that is amiable in nature be expun— 
ged. Let the whole extent of creation be turned 
again into one undiſtinguiſhable void, one univerfal 
blank.—Yet, if Gop be ours, we (hat have enough ; 
if Gop be ours, we ſhall have 4%, and abound ; “ 
all that our circumſtances can want, or our withes 
crave, to make us inconceivably blefled and happy; 
blefſed and happy, not only through this little in- 
terval 


furc of pernfing that beautiful pirce) will eafily perceive to have 

taken his draught irom the i nals themtelves; as nothing but the 
ficbt of thote magnificent remaias could have inipired his lines with 
fuch vivacity.-— As « ſpecimen of the work, and a confirmation of 
the remark fuggetted above, I take leave to trantcribe the follow» 
ing pallage : 


— The pilgrim oft, 

it dra of ugbt, i bis oraiſon, hears 
A, bu jt the CHIC? 7 lime &;; ar! ing tend rs, 
Tumbling al; previpitate deten . d, 


Raitl. Ns ar ound, bo 4 thund n 40 7 moon. 


His hani the good man ſaſtens on the kies, 
And vids earth rotls nar bels the idle uh rl. 
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terval of time, but through the immeaſurable revo- 
lutions of eternity. 


The fun is now come forth in his ſtrength, and 
beats fiercely upon my throbbing pulſe. ——Let me 
retire to yonder inviting arbour. There the wood» 
bines retain the Jucid drop; there the jaſſamines, 
which line the verdant alcove, arc ſtill impearled 
and deliciouſly wet with dews,—— Welcome, ye re- 
tr ſhing ſhades! | feel, I feel, your cheering influ- 
ence, My languid ſpirits revive; the flackened fi- 
news are new ſtrung ;z and life bounds briſker through, 
all her crimſon channels, 

Reclined on this moſſy couch, and ſurrounded by 
this fragrant coolneſs, let me renew my aſpirations 
to the cver-preſent Deity. Here let me remember, 
and imitate, the pious Augiſtine, and his mother 
Monica; who, being engaged in diſcourfe on the 
beauties of the viſible creation, roſe, by theſe lad- 
ders, to the glories of the inviſible ſtate ; till they 
were inſp ed with the moſt »-ing ſenſe of their 
ſupereminent excellency, and ackuated with the 
mutt ardent breathings after their full enjoyment. 
Inſomuch that they were almoſt wrapt up into the 
biits they contemplated; and ſcarce © knew, whe=- 
% ther they were in the body, or out of the body.“ 


When fempeſis toſs the ocean; when plaintive 
fignals of diſtreſs are heard from the bellowing 
deep; and melancholy tokens of ſhipwreck come 
floating on the foaming ſurye ; then, how del ht. 
ful to ſtand ſafe on ſhore, and hug one's fell in con- 
{cious ſecurity | #—-—When a ;/4t of waters burits 
x R 2 tron 

* As Lucretius gave the hint for thefe obſervations, ſo he aſſigns, 
the reaſon of the pleaſure {tpecified. It arifts, nut from the confle 
deration of another's miſery ; this would argue the vankeſt malevo» 
leace; but from the agreeable contemplation of our cn parfonal 
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from ſome mighty torrent, ruſhes headlong over all 
the neighbouring plains, ſweeps away the helpleſs 
cattle, and drives the affrighted ſhepherd from his 
Hut: then, from the top of a diſtant eminence, to 
deſcry the danger we need not fear ; how pleaſing ! 
— duch, methinks, is my preſent ſituation. For, 
now, the ſun blazes from on high : the air glows 
with his fire: the fields are rent with chinks : the 
roads are ſcorched to duſt : the woods ſeem to con— 
tract a ſickly aſpect, and a rufſet hue : the traveller, 
broiled as he rides, haſtens to his inn, and inter- 
mits his journey : the labourer, bathed in ſweat, 
drops the ſcythe, and deſiſts from his work: the 
cattle fly to ſome ſhady covert, or elſe pant and toſs 
under the burning noon, Exen the ſtubborn rock, 
Imit with the piercing beams, is ready to cleave. All 
things Janguiſb beneath the dazzling deluge. —While 
I ſhall enjoy a coo! hour, and calm reflection, amidit 
the gloom of this bowery receſs, which ſcarce ad- 
mits one ſpeck of ſunſhine. 

'Thus may both the flock, and their ſhepherd, 
dauell beneath the d:fence of the Moſt High, and abide 
under the ſhad;w of the Almighty, * Then, though 
the peſtilence + walketh in darkneſs, and the /ic#- 
neſs deſtroyeth at noon-day; though thouſands fall 
| beſide us, and ten thouſands at our right hand; we 
need fear no evil. Either the deſtroying angel ſhall 
paſs over our houſes, or elſe he ſhall diſpenſe the 
corrections of a friend, not the ſcourges of an ene- 
my; which, inſtead of hurting us, ſhall work for 
our good. —Then, though prefaneneſs and infidelity, 
far more malignant evils, breathe deadly gn, 


ſafety : which, while we view circumſtances that are pernicious te 
others, but harmleſs to ourſelves, is not a little heightened by the 
contraſt.— Suave mari magno, &c. | | 
Palm xci. t. | 

+ This was written, when a very infectious and mortal diſtewpez 
Taged in the ncighbourhood. | 
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and taint the morals of multitudes around us; yet if 
the great Father of ſpirits ** hide us in the hollow of 
«© his hand,” we thall hold faſt our integrity, and be 
faithful unto d-ath. 

Let then, deareſt Lox p, O] let thy ſervant, and 
thy people committed to his care, be received into 
thy protection. Let us take fanCtuary under that 
Tre: of Life, erected in thy ignominious crols ; let 
us fly for ſafety to that City of R-Fuge, opened in thy 
bleeding wounds. Theſe thall 6 a ſacred hiding- 
place, not to be pierced by the flames of divine 
Wrath, or the fiery darts of temptation. Thy dying 
merits, ano perfect obedience, ſhall be to our fouls 
as rivers if water 1 a dry Place, or, a* the ſhadow of a 
great vick in 4 Weary land. “ 

But moit of all, in that a Fremendous day, when 
the heavens are rent aſunder, and wrapt up like a 
ſevll; when thy almighty arm ſhall arreſt the ſun 
in his career, and daſh to pieces the ſtructure of the 
univerſe; when the dead, both ſmall and great, mall 
be gathered beſore the throne of thy glory; aud the 
fates of all mankind hang on the very point oi a final 
reverſible deciſion : —then, bleſſed JESUS, let us be 
owned by thee, and we ſhall not be h od ; defend— 
ed by thee, and we ſhall not be afraid. O may we, 
at that awful, that unutterably important juncture, 
be covered with the wings of thy redeeming love; 
and we ſhall bekold all the horrible convulſions of 
expiring nature, with compoſure, with comfort! 
We thall even welcome the diſſolution of all things, \ 


as the times of refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord. © 


I here are, I perceive, who ſtill attend the flow- 
ers; and, in defiance of the ſun, ply their work on 
every expanded bloſſom. The bees, I mean; that 

YT nation: 


b Iſa. XXXii. 2. Ads iii. 706, 
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nation of chymiſts! to whom nature has communi. 
cated the rare and valuable ſecret, of enriching them- 
ſelves, without impoveriſhing others; who extract 
the moſt delicious ſyrup, from every fragrant herb, 
without wounding its ſubſtance, or diminiſhing its 
odours.— I take the more notice of theſe ingenious 
operators, becauſe I would willingly make them my 
pattern. * While the gay butterfly flutters her paint- 
ed wings, and lips a little fantaſtic delight only for 
the preſent moment; while the gloomy /prder, worſe 
than idly buſted, is preparing his inſidious nets for 
deſtruction, or ſucking venom even from the moſt 
wholeſome plants ; this frugal community are wiſely 
employed in providing for futurity ; and collecting a 
copious ſtock of the moſt balmy treaſures. —— And 
O! might theſe meditations ſink into my ſoul! 
would the Gop, who ſuggeſted each heavenly 
thought, vouchſafe to convert it into an eſtabliſhed 
principle, to determine all my inclinations, and re- 
gulate my whole conduct] I ſhould, then, gather ad- 
vantages from the ſame blooming objects, more pre- 
cious than your golden ſtores, ye induſtrious artiits. 
I alſo ſhould go home, laden with the richeſt /aveetrs, 
and the nobleft ſpoils, though I crop not a leaf, nor 
call a ſingle flower my own. = 


Here I behold, aſſembled in one vie, almoſt all 
the various beauties, which have been ſeverally en- 
tertaining my imagination. The wiftas, ſtruck 
through an ancient wood, or formed by rows of 
venerable elms; conducting the ſpectator's obferva- 
tion to ſome remarkable object; or leading the tra- 
veller's footſteps to this delightful ſeat:— The walls, 
enriched with fruit-trees, and faced with a covering 
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of their leafy extenſions; I ſhould rather have ſaid, 
hung with different pieces of nature's nobleſt tape- 
ſtry :—The walks neatly ſhorn, and lined with ver- 
dure; or finely ſmoothed, and coated with gravel : 
The alleys, arched with ſhades, to embower our 
noon-tide repoſe ; or thrown open for the free acceſ- 
ſion of air, to invite us to our evening recreation ;— 
The decent edgings of box, which incloſe, like a 
plain ſelvage, each beautiful compartment and its 
ſplendid figures :—The ſhapely evergreens and flower- 
ing. ſhrubs, which ſtrike the eye, and appear with pe- 
culiar dignity in this diſtant fituation :— The 6ba/on, 
with its cryſtal fount, floating in the centre, and dif- 
fuſing an agreeable freſhneſs through the whole :— 
The waters, falling from a remote caſcade, and gent- 
ly murmuring, as they flow along the pebbles :;— 
Theſe, added to the reſt, and all ſo diſpoſed, that 
each recommends and endears each, render the whole 
a moſt ſweet raviſhing ſcene of order and variety, of 
elegance and magnificence. „ 

From ſo many lovely proſpeCts cluſtering upon the 
ſight, it is impoſſible not to be reminded of heaven, 
that world of bliſs, thoſe regions of light where the 
Lamb that was flain manifeſts his beatiſic preſence, 
and his ſaints live for evermore.—But O] what pen- 
eil can ſketch out a draught of that goodly land? 
What colours, or what ſtyle, can expreſs the ſplen- 
dours of IMMANUEL's kingdom? Would ſome cele- 
ſtial hand draw aſide the veil, but for one moment, 
and permit us to throw a ſingle glance on thoſe di- 
vine abodes; how would all ſublunary pofleſſions 
become tarniſhed in our eyes, and grow flat upon 
our taſte! A plimpſe, a tranſient glimpfe, of thoſe 
unutrerable beatitudes, would captivate our ſouls, 
and ingroſs all their faculties. Eden itſelf, after 
ſuch a viſion, would appear a cheerleſs d% rt, and 
all earthly charms intolerable deformity. | 


Very 


Very excellent things are ſpoken of thee, thou city of 
Gov. © Volumes have been written, and thoſe by 
inſpired men, to diſplay the wonders of thy perfec- 
tions. All that is rich and reſplendent in the viſible 
creation, has been called in to aid our conceptions, 
and elevate our ideas. But indeed no tongue can ut- 
ter, no pen can deſcribe, no fancy can imagine, 
what Gop, of his unbounded munificence, has pre- 
pared for them that love him ——Seeing then that 
all terreſtrial things muſt come to a ſpeedy end, and 
there remaineth a reſt, ſuch a bliſsful and,everlaſting 

reſt, for the people of Gop; let me never be too 
fondly attached to any preſent ſatisfactions. Weaned 
From whatever is temporal, may I maintain a ſuperior 
indifference for ſuch tranſitory enjoyments; but long, 
long earneſtly, for the manſious that are above; the 
aradiſe © which the Lord hath planted, and not man.” 
Thither may I tranſmit the chief of my converſation ; 
and from thence expect the whole of my happineſs, 
Be that the ſacred, powerful magnet, which ever in- 
fluences my heart, ever attracts my affections. T here, 
are ſuch tranſcendent glories, as eye has not ſeen: 
there, are ſuch tranſporting pleaſures, as ear has not 
heard: zhere, is ſuch a fulneſs of joys, as the thought 
of man cannot conceive. | 


Into that conſummate felicity, thoſe eternal frui- 
tions, permit me, Madam, to wiſh you, in due time, 
an abundant entrance; and to aſſure you, that this 
wiſh is breathed with the ſame fincerity and ardour 
for my honoured correſpondent, as it is, Mapam, 
for 5 75 
| Your moſt obedient, &c. 


I. HERVEY. 
© Plalm laxavii, 2. 
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With joy, with grief, that healing hand I fee x 
The ſkies it formed, and yet it bled for me. 
Nich r-Tnouchrs, No. IV. 


— * * 
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F the reader pleaſe to look back on page 163, he 
will find me engaged, by a promiſſory note, to 
ſubjoin a DESCANZ upon CREATION. 


To bnow the love of Chr1sT; to have ſuch a deep 
apprehenſion of his unſpeakable kindneſs, as may 
produce in our hearts an adoring gratitude, and an 
unfeigned faith: this, according to St Paul's eſtimate, 
is the higheſt and happieſt artainment in the ſacred 
ſcience of Chriſtianity ®, What follows, is an at- 
tempt to affilt the attentive mind, in learning a line 
or two of that beſt and greateſt leſſon. It introduces 
the moſt conſpicuous parts of. the viſible ſyſtem, as 
ſo many prompters to our dull affections; each ſug- 
geiling a hint, adapted ro the important occaſion, _ 
ſuited: to its reſpective character. 

Con there be a more powerful incentive to dreogl 
gratitude, than to conſider the magnificent and deli- 

cate ſcenes of the univerſe, with a particular. refer 
ence to CarisT, as the Creator? - Every object, 
viewed i in this 15 will A adminiſter inceſſant 

kecruits 


* Epb. il. 19. e ee ee 
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. recruits to the languiſhing lamp of divine love. E- 
very production in nature, will ſtrike a ſpark into the 
ſoul, and the whole creation concur to raiſe the ſmok- 
ing flax into a flame. | | 

Can any thing impart a ſtronger joy to the believer, 
or more effectually confirm his faith in the crucified 
Jesvs, than to behold the heavens declaring his glory, 
and the firmament ſhewing his handy-wask ? Surely, 
it muſt be matter of inexpreſſible conſolation to the 
poor ſinner, to obſerve the honours of his Redeemer, 
written with ſun-beams, over all the face of the 
world. | | 5 5 

We delight to read an account of our incarnate 
Ia hovak, as he is revealed in the books of Moſes 
and the prophets, as he is diſplayed in the writings 
of the evangeliſts and apoſtles. Let us alſo endea- 
your to ſee a ſketch of his perſections, as they ſtand 
delineated in that ſtately volume, where every Jen 
is a ſpacious plain, —every line, a flowing brook,— 
every period, a lofty mountain, 9 

Should any of my readers be unexerciſed in ſuch 
ſpeculations, I beg leave (in purſuance of my pro- 
miſe) to preſent them with a ſpecimen : or to offer a 
elue, which may poſlibly lead their minds into this 
Moſt improving and delightful train of thinking. 

Should any be inclined to ſuſpect the ſolidity of 
the following obfervations, or to condemn them, as 
the voice of rant, and the lawleſs flight of fancy ; 
I muſt intreat ſuch perſons to recollect, That the 
grand doctrine, the hinge on which they all turn, is 
warranted and eſtabliſhed by the unanimous teſtimony 
of the inſpired penmen; who frequently celebrate 
IMMANUEL, or CHRIST JEsvs, as the great almighty 
Cauſe of all; aſſuring us, that all things were created 
bim, and for bim and that in him all things 5 , 

TE: | | 4 


1 Col. i. 16, 17. Before my reader enter upon the following 
Deſcant, he is deſired to peruſe the note, p. 163. of Reflections up» 
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On ſuch a ſubje&, what is wonderful, is far from 


being extravagant. To be wonderful, is the inſe- 


parable charaQteriſtic of Gon and his works; efpe- 
cially of that moſt diſtinguiſhed and glorious, even 
of the divine works, RepbEurriox; ſo glorious, 
that “all the miracles in Egypt, and the marvellous 
« acts in the field of Zoan;“ all that the Jewiſh an- 
nals have recorded, or the human ear has heard; 
all dwindle into trivial events, are ſcarce worthy to 


be remembered n, in compariſon of this infinitely grand 
and infinitely gracious tranſaction.—Kindled, there- 


fore, into pleaſing aſtoniſhment, by ſuch a ſurvey, 
let me give full ſcope to my meditations, let me pour 
out my whole ſoul on the boundleſs ſubject; not 


much regarding the limits, which cold criticiſm, or 


colder unbelief, might preſcribe. ' 


O ye angels, that ſurround the throne ye princes 


of heaven, © that excel in ſtrength,” and are cloth- 
ed with tranſcendent brightneſs! He, who placed 


you in thoſe ſtations of exalted honour, and digni- 
fed your nature with ſuch illuſtrious endowments ;z 


He, whom you all obey, and all adore: HE took not 
on him the angelic form, but was made fleſh, and 
found in faſhion as a man: like us wretched mortals, 
he partook of wearineſs, of pain, and of all our m- 
firmities, fin only excepted ; —that we might, one 
day, be raiſed to your ſublime abodes; be adopted 
into your bliſsful ſociety; and join with your tranſ- 


ported choir, in giving glory to Hin that fitteth up- 
on the throne, and to the Laws for ever and ever v. 


O ye heavens, whoſe azure arches riſe immenſely . 


high, and ſtretch unmeaſurably wide ! ſtupendous 


amphitheatre ! amidit whoſe vaſt expanſive circuit, 


%, 


m Iſa. xliii. 18. '® Rex, v. 13. 
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orbs of the moſt dreadful grandeur are perpetually 
running their amazing races: unfathomable depths 
of tber! where worlds unnumbered float, and, to 
our limited fight, worlds unnumbered are loft :—He 
who adjuſted your dimenſions with his ſpan, and 
formed the magnificent ſtruQture with his word; 
He was once wrapt in ſwaddling-clothes, and laid 
in a manger ;—that the benefits accruing to his peo- 

le, through his moſt meritorious humiliation, might 
33 no other meaſure of their value than immen- 
ity 3 might run parallel, in their duration, with eter- 
nity. 


Ye f/ars, that beam with inextinguiſhable bril- 
liancy, through the midnight-ſky ; oceans of flame, 
and centres of worlds, though ſeemingly little points 
of light !—He, who ſhone, with eſſential effulgence, 

innumerable ages before your twinkling tapers were 
kindled; and will ſhine with everlaſting majeſty and 
beauty, when your places in the firmament ſhall 
be known no more: He was involved, for many 
years, in the deepeſt obſcurity ;- lay concealed in the 
contemptible city Nazareth; lay diſguiſed under 
the mean habit of a carpenter's ſon ;—that he might 
2588 the heavens h, as it were, with new conſtel- 
ations z and array theſe clods of earth, theſe houſes 
of clay, with a radiancy far ſuperior to yours; a 
Tadiancy which will adorn the very heaven of hea- 
vens, when you ſhall vaniſh away like ſmoke i; or 
Expire as momentary ſparks from the ſmitten ſteel. 


| | Comets, 
Km Ifa, Ii. 16. | 


i Alluding to a paſſage in Iſiiah, which is, I think, grand and 
. elevated beyond all compariſon, — LZift up your eyes to the beavens, and 
hook upon the earth beneath : fer the heavens frat vaniſh away like ſmoke, 
and the earth foall nvax old like a garment : and they that dwell therein 
Hal die like the feeble inictt ; but my righteouſneſs ſhall be for ever, and 
any /aivation ſhall not be aboliſbed Ha. li. 6.— With the great Vit- 
zinga, I tranflate the words % ) 7D, not, in like manner; but, 7 


UPON CREATION. 207 


C:mets, that ſometimes ſhoot into the illimitable 
tracts of æther, farther than the diſcernment of our 
eye is able to follow; ſometimes return from the 
Jong, long excurſion, and ſweep our affrighted he- 
miſphere with your enormous fiery train; that fome- 
times make near approaches to the ſun, and burn 
almoſt in his immediate beams; ſometimes retire to 
the remoteſt diſtance, and freeze, for ages, in th+ 
exceſſive rigours of winter: - He, who, at his ſove- 
reign pleaſure, withdraws the blazing wonder, or 
leads forth the portentous ſtranger, to ſhake terror 
over guilty kingdoms: He was overwhelmed with 
the moſt ſhocking amazement, and plunged into 
the deepeſt anxiety ; was chilled with apprehenſions 
of fear, and ſcorched by the flames of avenging 
wrath :—that I, and other depraved rebellious crea- 
tures, might not be eternally agitated with the ex- 
tremes of jarring paſſions z oppoſite, yet, on either 
ſide, tormenting; far more tormenting to the ſoul, 
than the ſevereſt degrees of your heat and cold to 
the human ſenſe, | | 


Ye planets, that, winged with unimaginable ſpeed, 
traverſe the regions of the ſky; ſometiines climbing 
millions and millions of miles above, ſometimes 
deſcending as far below, the great axle of your mo- 
tions: ye, that are fo minutely faithful to the vi- 
ciſſitudes of day and night; ſo exackly punctual in 
bringing on the changes of your reſpective ſeaſons: 
le, who launched you at firſt from his mighty 
arm; who continually impzls you with ſuch won— 
derful rapidity, and guides you with ſuch perfect 
regularity z who fixes “ the habitation of his holi- 
* neſs, and his glory,” infinite heights above your 

> 2 ſcanty 


feoble inſet + which renders the period more complete, the ſenſe more 


N and is more agrecable to the genius of the ſacred. ori 
ginal, 
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ſcanty rounds: He, once became a helpleſs infant, 
lojourned i in our inferior world, fled from the perſe— 
cutor's ſword, and wandered as a vagabond in a fo- 
reign land nat he might lead our feet into the 
way of peace; that he might bring us, aliens, near 
10 Gop, bring us, exiles, home to heaven. 


Thou fun, inexhauſted ſource of light, and heat, 
and comfort; without whoſe preſence an univerſal 
gloom weuld enſue, and horror inſupportable; who, 
without the afliſtance of any other fire, ſheddeſt 
day through a thouſand realms ; and, not confining 
thy munificence to realms only, extendeſt thy en- 
lightening influences to ſurrounding worlds: prime 
cheerer, of the animal, and great enlivener of the 
vegetable tribes; fo beautiful in thyſelf, ſo beneficial 
in thy effects, that erring Heathens addrefled thee 
with adorations, and miſtook thee for thy Maker : 
—He, who filled thy orb with a profuſion of luſtre, 
luſtre, in its direct emanations, unſufferably bright; 
but, rebated by reflection, delightfully mild: He, 
before whom thy meridian ſplendours are but a 
ſhade; whoſe love, transfuſed into the heart, is in- 
finitely more exhilarating, than even thy ſweet' and 
clear ſhining after the rain :—He diveſted himſelf of 
his all tranſcending diſtinctions, and drew a veil 
over the effulgence of his divinity ; that, by ſpeaking 
to us face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto his ſriend, 
he might diſpel our intellectual darkneſs : * His 
© viſage was marred,” ? and He became the ſcorn 
of men, the outcaſt of the people; that, by this 
manifeſtation of his unutterably tender regard for 
our welfare, he might diffuſe many a gleam of joy 
through our dejected minds; that, in another ſtate 
of things, he might clothe even our fallen nature, 
with the honours of that magnificent luminary; and 

give 


P If, lü. 14. 
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vive all the righteous to ſhine forth as the ſun, in the 
kingdom of their Father. 


Thou moon, that walkeſt among the hoſts of ſtars, 
and, in thy lucid appearance, art ſuperior to them 
all: fair ruler of the night; ſometimes half reftor- 
ing the day, with thy waxing brightneſs; ſometimes 

waning into dimneſs, and ſcarcely ſcattering the 
nocturnal gloom ; ſometimes covered with ſackcloth, 
and alarming the gazing nations :—He, who dreſſes 
thy opake globe, in beaming, but borrowed ſilver; 
He whole dignity is unchangeable, underived, and all 
his own :—Hs vouchſafed to wear a body of clay; He 
was content to appear as in a bloody eclipſe, thorn 
of his reſplendent beams, and ſurrounded with 
a night of horror, which knew not one reviving 
ray, — Thus has he impowered his church, to 
tread the moon under her fect; © 


and, inſpired 

with the hope of brighter glory, of more enduring 

bliſs, to triumph over all the vain anxieties,” and * 
vainer amuſements, of this ſublunary, precarious,, 
mutable world. 


Ye thunders, that, awfully grumbling in the di- 
ſtant clouds, ſeem to meditate indignation, and form «- 
the firſt eſſays of a far more frightiul peal; or, ſud- 
denly burſting over our heads, rend the vault above, 
and ſhake the ground below, with the hideous, hor- 
rid crack: ye, that ſend your tremendous vollies 
from pole to pole, ſtartling the ſavage herds, 4 and 
aſtoniſhing the human race :—He, who permits ter- 
ror to ſound her trumpet, in your deep, prolonged, 
enlarging, aggravated roar: HE uttered a feeble in- 
fantile cry in the ſtable, and ſtrong expiring groans 
on the accurſed tree :—that he might, in the gentleſt 
accents, whiſper peace to our ſouls ; and, at length, 
tune our voices to the melody of heaven. 5 

n 5 0 
© Rev. xil. r. 1 d Pſalm xxix. 8. 155 
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O ye /ightnings, that brood, and ly couchant, in 
the ſulphureous vapours; that glance, with forked 
fury, from the angry gloom, ſwifter and fiercer than 
the hon ruſhes from his den; or open into vaſt ex- 
panſive ſheets of flame, ſublimely waved over the 
proſtrate world, and fearſully lingering in the fright- 
ed ſkies! ye, that formerly laid in aſhes the licen- 
tious abodes of luſt and violence; that will, erelong, 
. fet on fire the elements, and co-operate in the con- 
flagration of the globe: — He, who kindles your flaſh, 
and directs you when to ſally, and where to ſtrike; 
He, who commiſſions your whirling bolts, whom to 
kill, and whom to ſpate: He reſigned his ſacred 
perſon to the moſt barbarous indignities z ſubmit- 
ted his beneficent hands to the ponderous hammer, 
and the piercing nailz yea, withheld not his heart, 
his very heart, from the ſtab of the executioner's 
tpear : and, inſtead of flaſhing confuſion on his out- 
rageous tormentors; inſtead of ſtriking them dead 
to the earth, or plunging them into the depths of 
Hell, with his frown ; he cried—in his laſt moments, 
and with his agonizing lips, he cried, FaTHER, 
FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT WHAT 
THEY Do- O! what a pattern of patience for his 
„ faints! What an object of admiration for angels! 
What a conſtellation of mild, amiable, and benign 
virtue; ſhining in this hour of darkneſs, with in- 
eſfable ſplendour and beauty!“ — Hence, hence it is 
| N that 


b One can hardly forbear animadverting upon the d'//ingenuous tem- 
per, and per venſi talte of Celſus; who attempts to turu this moſt di- 
Ninguiſhing and ornamental part of our Lord's life, into ridicule and 
reproach. —— Having ſpoken of CarisT, as deſpitetully uſed, and ar- 
rayed in a purple robe; crowned with thorns; and holding, by way 
of mock majei'y, a reed inſtead of a ſcrptre, (for he enters into all 
theſe circumſlancs, which is a teſtimony to the truth even from the 

mouth of- an c1emy 3) he adds, — T. en. t un ede, aa voy You 
| Bevov ri TI V1.4; ace rug aro xuing Taving eavloy putlas, xa Tv 
uEpitoriag us iavſoy Tt nay Tov acxlips Jing: Orig, contra Cell. 
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that we are not trembling under the lightnings of 


mount Sinai; that we are not blaſted by the flames 


of divine vengeance; or doomed to dwell with ever- 
Ong burnings. 


* 
3 


Le frowning wintry clouds; oceans pendant in the 
air, and burdening the winds: He, in whoſe hand 
you are an overflowing ſcourge; or, by whoſe ap- 
pointment, an arſenal * of warlike ſtores: He, who 


opens 
p. $1. i. e. Why, in the name of wonder, does be not on this occaſion af 
2 af the Ged ? Why does he not del ver himſelf from this Soocking igno= 
miny ; or execute ſome ſignal vengeance en the authors of ſuch injurious and 
abuſive inſults, both of bimſelf and his Father *® Why, Cehus, becauſe 
HE was mceknefs and gentleneſs itfeli ; whereas your deitics were 
flaves to their own turbulent and reſer tial paſſions. Becauſe bey were 
little better than ſavages in human ſhape; who too often made a 
merit of ſlaughter, and took a horrid pride in ſpilling Mod While 2 ; 
Cur1sT, was the Prince of Peace, and came, not to deſtroy men's 
lives, but to ſave. Becauſe any madman on carth, or fury trom hell, 
is capable of venting his rage.— Eut who, amidſt fuch unfſutforable pro- 
vocations and barvarities ; who, having in his own hand the power to 
reſcue himielf, the power to avenge himſelf ; could ſubmit to all, with 
an unruffled ſerenity of patience, and not only not be cxafperated, but 
overcome, in ſo triumphant a manner, evil with goed? None but 
Cur1s'r ! none but ClktsT ! This was compaſſion worthy of a Gup ;. 
clemency and charity truly divine. 
Therefore, the calumny raiſed by the fame virulent objector, in 
another place, carries its own confutation ; or rather, falls with a 
weight of infamy on his dunghill-deitics ; while it bears a moſt bonour=. 
able teſtimony to the majeſtic and invincible meekneſs of our Saviour, 
£ Ev wev, fays he to the Chriſtian, ra ayaauala Tvluv x idopay xalaye- 
Ng, og auloy ye Tov Atovugov y Toy Hpaxara Wapoyla tt exhocdopnong, wh 
av 10Ws xXarpuy aryrMratat Toy ye oor Orov TrapovIa ual ⁰,geg neu K- 
Ng, vdev or ravia Sparaulte meror9Iaoiw, ibid. p. 404. 1. e. Lou, 
indeed, take upon you to deride the images of our deities : but if 
Bacchus himſelf, or Hercules, had been preſent, you wonld not }/ 
« have dared to offer ſuch an affront; or, if you had been fo pre- 
ſumptuous, would have ſeverely ſmarted for your inſolence. Where- 
* as, they who tormented the very perſon of your Gop, and even 


extended him with mortal agony on the croſs, ſuffered no eſſects of 
his diſpleaſure. ” 


1 


2 Tuvenal ſeems to conſider the clouds, under this ſame character, | 
in that beautiful line, 


Duicquid habent telorum armamentaria cali, Z Sat. T3. 
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opens your fluices, and a flood guſhes forth, to de- 
ſtroy the fruits of the earth, and drown the huſband- 
man's hopes; who moulds you into frozen balls, and 
you are ſhot, linked with death, on the troops of 
his enemies: —HE, inſtead of diſcharging the furiouſ- 
neſs of his wrath upon this guilty head, poured out 
his prayers z*poured out his ſighs; poured out his 
very ſoul, for me and my fellow-tranſgrefſors :—that, 
5 virtue of his ineſtimable propitiation, the over- 

flowings of divine good-will might be extended to 
ſüinful men; that the ſkies might pour down righteouſ- 
neſs ; and peace with her downy wings, peace with 
her balmy bleſſings, deſcend to dwell on earth. 


Ye vernal clouds ; furls of finer air, folds of ſoſter 
moiſture : He who draws you, in copious exhalations, 
from the briny deep; orders you td leave every dif- 
taſteful quality behind, and become floating fountains 
of ſweeteſt waters: He, who diſſolves you into gentle 
rain, and difmifles you in fruitful ſhowers z who 
kindly commiſſione you to drop down fatneſs, as you. 
fall, and to ſcatter flowers over the field: H, in. 
the unutterable bitterneſs of his ſpirit, was without 
any comforting ſenfe of his almighty Father's pre- 
ſence ; He, when his bones were burnt up like a fire- 
brand, had not. one drop of that ſacred conſolation, 
which, on many of his afflicted ſervants, has been: 
diſtilled as the evening-dews, and has “ given ſongs 
& in the night”. of diſtreſs :—that, from this un- 
allayed and inconſolable anguiſh of our all-gracious 
| 225 * Maſter, 


E Job has informed us, for what purpoſe the magazines of the fir- 

” © mament are ſtocked with hail. That they may be ready againf? the 

day of battle and war, Job xxxviii. 23.-—ſoſhua has recorded, what 
terrible laughter has been made, by thoſe miſſive weapons of the Al- 
mighty, Joſh. x. 11. But the moſt dreadtul deicription of this great 
ordnance of the heavens, is given us in Rev. xvi. 21. There fell upon. 
wen q great hail out of Heaven, every flone about the weight of a talent. 
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Maſter, we, as from a well of ſalvation, might de- 
rive large draughts of ſpiritual refreſhment. 


Thou grand ethereal] bow, whoſe beauties fluſh the 
firmament, and charm every ſpectator : He, who 
paints thee on the fluid ſkirts of the ſky ; who decks 
thee with all the pride of colours, and bends thee 
into that graceful and majeſtic figure; at whoſe com- 
mand, thy vivid ſtreaks ſweetly rife, or ſwiftly fade: Way 
— HX, through all his life, was arrayed in the hum 
ble garb of poverty; and, at his exit, wore the gor- 
geous garment of contempt : inſomuch, that even 
his own familiar friends, aſhamed, or afraid to own 
him, “ hid as it were their faces fromMim :” *—to 
teach us a becoming diſdain for the unſubſtantial and 
tranſitory glitter of all worldly vanities : to introduce 
us, in robes brighter than the tinges of thy reſplen- 
dent arch; eben in the robes of his own immaculate 
righteouſneſs, to introduce us, before that auguſt and 
venerable throne, which the peaceful rainbow ſur- 
rounds; ſurrounds, as a pledge of inviolable fidelity, 
and infinite mercy. 


Ye forms and tempeſ?r, which vex the continent, 
and tots the ſeas; which daſh navies on the rocks, 
and drive foreſts from their roots: He, whoſe breath 
rouſes you into ſuch refiltleſs fury, and whoſe nod 
controuls you in your wildeſt career; He, who holds 
the rapid and raging hurricane in ſtraightened reins z 
and walks, dreadfully ſerene, on the very wings 0 
the wind ;—He went, all meek and gentle, like a 
lamb to the ſlaughter for us; and, as a ſheep before 
her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he opened not his mouth. 

| — Fhus 
h Iſa. lit. 3. China FO I ND 3--i FIDE aliq'tts, a 


5 quiſque faciem gccultaret He was as fone flagitious and abandoned 
wrelch, from whom every one, diſdaining ſuch a character, and diiclaim- 
ing ſuch an acquaintance, ſudioully bid bis face. 
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— Thus are we inſtructed to bear, with decent mag- 
nanimity, the various aſſaults, of adverſity ; and to 
paſs, with a becoming tranquillity of temper, through 
the ruder blaſts of injurious weatment. Thus are 
we delivered from the unutterably fiercer ſtorms of 
incenſed and inexorable juſtice; from the © fire, the 
« brimſtone, and the horrible tempeſt, which will 
s be the final portion of the ungodly.” 


Thou peftilence, that ſcattereſt ten thouſand poi- 
ſons from thy baleful wings, tainting the air, and 
infecting the nations, under whoſe malignant influ- 
ence joy e and nature ſickens; mighty regi- 


ons are d&fopulated, and once crowded cities are 
left withoM inhabitants: He, who arms thee with 
inevitable deſtruction, and bids thee march before 
his angry countenance, to ſpread deſolation among 
the tents of the wicked, and be the forerunner of 
far more fearful indignation :—He, in his holy hu- 
manity, was arraigned as a criminal; and, though 
innocence itſelf, yea, the very pattern of perfection, 
was condemned to die, like the moſt execrable miſ- 
creant : as a nuiſance to ſociety, and the very bane 
of the public happineſs, He was hurried away to exe- 
cution, and hammered to the pibvet :—that, by his 
blood, he might prepare a ſovercign medicine to cure 
us of a more fatal diſtemper, than the peſtilence 
which walketh in darkneſs, or the ſickneſs which de- 
ſtroyeth at noon-day : that he might himſelf ſay to 
our laſt enemy, O death, I will be thy plague; O 
grave, I will be thy deſtruction. ” © ; 


- Heat, whoſe burning influence parches the Libyan 

wilds; tans into ſoot the Ethiopian's comp:cxion, and 

makes every ſpecies of hfe pant, and droop, and lan- 

guiſh: Cold, whole icy breath glazes yearly the — 

5 ſian 
b Before bim Tent the Pefilence. Hab. iii. 5. | 

8 Hof, xii. 14. 
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ſian ſeas; oſten glues the frozen ſailor to the cord- 


age, and ſtiffens the traveller into a ſtatue of rigid 


fleſn:— HE who ſometimes blends you both, and pro- 
duces the moſt agreeable temperature; ſometimes 
ſuffers you to act ſeparately, and rage with intoler- 
able ſeverity : that King of heaven, and controuler 
of univerſal nature, when dwelling in a tabernacle of 
clay, was expoſed to chilling damps, and ſmitten by 


ſultry beams: the ſtars, in their midnight watches, 


— . « - — — — 


7 
9 
* 


heard him pray; and the ſun, in his meridian fer- 


vours, ſaw him toil.— Hence are our frozen hearts 


diflolved into a mingled flow of wonder, love, and 
joy; being conſcious of a deliverance from thoſe i 


ſufferable flames, which, kindled by divine indigna- 


tion, burn to the loweſt hell, 


Thou ocean, vaſt world of waters! He, who ſunk 


that capacious bed for thy reception, and poured the 
liquid element into unfathomable channels; before 


whom all thy foaming billows and floating mountains 


are as the ſmall drop of a bucket ; who, by the leaſt 
intimation of his will, ſwells thy fluid kingdoms, in 


wild confuſion, to mingle with the clouds, or redu- 


ces them, in calm compoſure, to ſlumber on the 
ſhores: He, who once gave thee a warrant to over- 


whelm the whole earth, and bury all its degenerate _ 
inhabitants in a watery grave; but has now laid an 


everlaſting embargo on thy boiſterous waves, and 


bound thee, all fierce and madding as thou art, in IF 


chains ſtronger than adamant, yet formed of deſpica= 


ble ſand :—all the waves of vengeance and wrath, of 
tribulation and anguiſh, paſſed over His crucified 
body, and His agonizing ſoul, that we might e⸗ 
merge from thoſe depths of ' miſery, from that abyſs 


of guilt, into which we were plunged by Adam's 


fall, and more irretrievably ſunk by our own tranſ- 
greſſions: that, at the laſt, we might be reſtored to 
that happy world, which is repreſented, in the viſi- 

1 4 on 


| 


| 
F 


: . * 
1 
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on of Gop, as having © no ſea; 4 to denote its 
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perpetual ſtability, and undiſturbed ſerenity. 


Ye mountains, that overlook the clouds, and pro- 


ject a ſhade into diſtant provinces ; everlaſting pyra- 


mids of nature, not to be ſhaken by confliting ele- 
ments, not to be ſhattered by the bolts of thunder, 
nor impaired even by the ravages of time : He, who 


bid your ridges rife ſo high, and your foundations 


ftand ſo faſt; He, in whoſe ſcale you are lighter than 
duſt, in whoſe eye you are leſs than nothing ;— H 
funk beneath a load of woes; woes inſupportable, 
but not his own; when he took our iniquities upon 
himſelf, and heaved the more t!:in mountainous bur- 
den fiom a guilty world. 


Le verdant wood, that crown our hills, and are 
crowned yourſelves with leafy honours : ye humble 

rubs, adorned in ſpring with opening bloſſoms, and 
fanned in ſummer by gentle gales: ye, that in di- 
ſtant climes, or in cultivated gardens, breathe out 
_ and embalm the air with delightful 
perfumes :—your all-glorious and ever-blefſed Creat- 
or's head was encircled with the thorny wreath ; Hrs 
face was defiled with contumelious ſpitting ; and His 
body bathed in a bloody ſweat, that we might wear 


the crown, the crown of glory, which fadeth not a- 


way; and live for evermore, ſurrounded with de- 


lights as much ſurpaſſing yours, as yours exceed the 


rugged deſolations of winter. 


. Thou mantling vine! He, who hangs, on thy flen- 
der ſhoots, the rich, tranſparent, weighty cluſter, 


who, under thy unornamented foliage, and amidit 


the pores of thy otherwiſe worthleſs bough, pre- 
pares the liquor—the refined and exalted liquor, 
which cheers the nations, and fills the cup of joy: 
| | 5 8 e trees, 


> d Rev. xx), 2. 


UPON CREATION. may 


| frees, whoſe branches are elevated and waving in air; 


or diffuſed, in eaſy confinement, along a ſunny wall: 
He, who bends you with a lovely burden of delicious 
fruits; whoſe genial warmth beautifies their rind, 
and mellows their taſte:— Hk, when voluntaril 

ſubject to our wants, inſtead of being refreſhed ich 
your generous juices, or regaled with your luſcious 
pulp, had a loathſome potion of vinegar, mingled 


with gall, addreſſed to his lips ;—that we might fit 


under the ſhadow of his merits, with great tranquil- 


lity and the utmoſt complacency : that, erelong, 


being admitted into the paradiſe of Gop, we might 
eat of the Tree of Life, * and drink new wine with 
him in his Father's kingdom. i 

Ye luxuriant mendows ; He who, without the ſeed- 
man's induſtry, replenithes your irriguous lap with 
never-failing crops of herbage; and enamels their 
cheerful green with flowers of every hue :—ye fertile 
fields ; He, who bleſſes the labours of the huſband- 
man; enriches your well-tilled plains with waving 


harveſts, and calls forth the ſtaff of life from your 
furrows; He, who cauſes both meadows and fields 


to laugh and ſing, for the abundance of plenty ;— 
Hr was no ftranger to corroding hunger, and parch- 
ing thirſt ; He, alas! ate the bitter bread of wo, 


and had “ plentcouſneſs of tears to drink: that 
we might partake of richer dainties than thoſe which 


are produced by the dew of heaven, and proceed 
from the fatneſs of the earth; that we might feed 
on „ the hidden manna,” and eat the bread which 
giveth life, eternal life, unto the world. 

Ye mines, rich in golden ore, or bright with veins 
of ſilver; that dittribute your ſhining treaſures, as 
far as winds can watt the veſſel of commerce; which 
beſtow your alms on monarchs, and have princes 
for your penſioners: —ye beds of gems, toy-ſhops of 
nature! which form, in dark retirement, the glit- 

VoL. I. | | | tering 

® Rev. ii. 7. | | 
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*tering ſtone z diamonds, that ſparkle with a brilliant 
water; rubies, that glow with a crimſon flame; 
emeralds, dipped in the freſheſt verdure of ſpring ; 
| ſapphires, decked with the faireſt drapery of the (ky; 
| topaz, emblazed with dazzling yellow; amethy//, 
n . . 
impurpled with the bluſhes of the morning :—He, 
who tinCtures the metallic duſt, and conſolidates 
the lucid drop! He, when ſojourning on earth, 
had no riches, but the riches of diſintereſted benevo- 
| lence; had no ornament, but the ornament of un- 
ſpotted purity. Poor he was in his circumſtances, 
and mean in all his accommodations; that we might 
be rich in grace, and * obtain ſalvation with eternal 
« plory :” that we might inhabit the new Jeruſalem, 
that ſplendid city! whoſe ſtreets are paved with 
gold, whoſe gates are ſormed of pearl, and the walls 
garniſhed with all manner of precious ſtones. 3 

Ye guſhing fountains, that trickle potable ſilver 
through the matted graſs; ye fine tranſparent freams, 
that glide, in cryſtal waves, along your fringed 
banks : ye deep and ſtately rivers, that wind and 
Wander in your courſe, to ſpread your favours wider; 
that gladden kingdoms, in your progreſs, and aug- 
ment the ſea with your tribute :—He, who ſupplies 
all your currents, from his own ever-flowing and 
inexhaaſtible liberality; HE, when his nerves were 
tacked with exquiſite pain, and his blood inflamed 
by a raging fever, cried, I THIRSTH; and was de- 
nied (unparalleled hardſhip!) in this his great ex- 
tremity, was denied the poor refreſhment of a ſingle 
drop of water :—that' we, having all-ſufhciency in 
all things, might abound to every good work; might 
be filled with the fulneſs of ſpiritual bleſhngs here, 
and hereafter be ſatisfied with that ſulneſs of joy 
which is at Gop's right hand for evermore. 
Ye birds, cheerful tenants of the bough, gaily 
dreſſed in gloſſy pHimage 3 who wake the morn, and 

| 5 ſolace 

2 Rev. x1. 19, 21. 
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folace the groves, with your artleſs lays: inimitable 
architects! who, without rule or line, build your 
penſile ſtructures with all the nicety of proportion: 
you have each his commodious neſt, roofed with 


— V ¹ 


ſhades, and lined with warmrh to protect and cheriſnß Þ} 


the callow brood :—but He, who tuned your throats 
to harmony, and taught you that curious ſkill; HE 
was a man of ſorrows, and had not where to lay his 
head z had not where to lay his head, till he felt 
the pangs of diſſolution, and was laid in the filent 
grave :—that we, dwelling under the wings of om- 
nipotence, and reſting in the boſom of infinite love, 
might ſpend an harmonious eternity in “ ſinging 
* the ſong of Moſes, and of the Lams,” 3 
Bei, induſtrious workmen! that ſweep, with © 
buly wing, the flowery garden; and ſearch the 
blooming heath; and ſip the mellifluous dews : 
ſtrangers to idleneſs ! that ply, with inceſſant aſſi- 
duity, your pleaſing taſk; and ſuffer no opening 
bloſſom to paſs unexplored, no ſunny gleam to flip 
away unimproved: moſt ingenious artificers d that 
_ cling to the fragrant buds; drain them of their trea- 
ſured ſweets ; and extract (if I may fo ſpeak) even 
the odoriferous ſouls of herbs, and plants, and flow- 
ers :—you, when you have completed your work, 
have collected, refined, and ſecurely lodged, the 
ambroſial ſtores z when you might reaſonably expect 
the peaceful fruition of your acquiſitions; you, alas ! 
are barbarouſly deſtroyed, and leave your hoarded 
delicacies to others; leave them to be enjoyed by 
your very murderers. I cannot but pity your hard 
deſtiny !—How then. ſhould my bowels melt with 
ſympathy, and my eyes flow with tears, ® when I 
remember, that thus, thus it fared with your and 
our incarnate Maker! After a life of the moſt 
T 2 | _ exemplary 


5b Canſt thou, ungrateful man, his torments ſee, 
Nor drop a tear for Hi who pour'd his Sliod for thee ? 


PiTT's Poems. 


- A DESCANT 


＋ 


exemplary and exalted piety; a life filled with offices 
of beneficence, and labours of love; He was, by 
wicked hands, crucified and flain : he left the honey 


of his toil, the balm of his blood, and the riches of 
bis obcdience, to be ſhared among others; to be 


1 
1 


ſhared even among thoſe, who too often crucify him 
afreſh, and put him to open ſhame. | 

Shall I mention the animal © which int her 
ſolt, her ſhining, her exquiſitely fine Alen thread? 
whoſe matchleis manufactures lend an ornament 
to gratideur, and make royalty itfelf more magnili- 
cent — ball I take notice of the cell, zin which, 
when the gaiety and buſineſs of life are over, the 
little recluſe immures herſelf, and ſpends the re- 
mainder of her days in retirement ?—Shall I rather 
obſerve the Gln: which, when cloyed with 


F and weary of the world, ſhe prepares for 
er own interment; or how, when a ſtated period 
is elapſed, ſhe wakes from a death-like inactivity; 
breaks the incloſure of her tomb; throws off the 
duſky ſhroud; aſſumes a new form; puts on a more 
ſumptuous array; and, from an inſe& creeping on 
the ground, becomes a wiuged inhabitant of the air ? 
Z 1 — No: 


© No one, I hope, will be offended at my introZ1cing, on ſucb an 
occaſion, creatures of ſo low a rank. Since, even the volumes of in- 
ſpiration ſeem to lend me the ſanction of their ſacred authority, As 
they diſdain not to compare the bleſſed Ixsus to a door, a bigh- 
way, c. And, perhaps, all compariſons, which reſpect a being of 
infinite. dignity, are not only mean, but egwally mean and un- 
worthy. - | 
I am ſenſible, likewiſe, that, in this paragraph, and ſome others, 
2 the circumſtances are not completely correſpondent, But if, 
in ſome grand particulars, the reddition anſwers to the defcription ; 
this, I truſt, will be ſufficient for my purpoſe, and ſatisfactory to my 
readers. Perbaps, it would be no miſtaken caution, to apply the 
ſame obſervation to many of the beautiful fimilitudes, parables, and 
allegories uſed by our Lon d; ſuch as, the brazen ſerpent, the unju#? 
ſteward, the bio in the night, c. which, it ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or 
rigorouſly ſtrained, for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, 
muſt appear to great diſadvantage, and lead into palpable inconve- 
vie ncęs. 
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— No: this is a poor reptile ; and therefore unwor- 
thy to ſerve as an illuſtration, when any character of 
the Son of Gop comes under conſideration. But 
let me correct myſelf. Was not CarisT (to uſe 
the language of his own bleſſed Spirit) a worm, and 
no man? 4 In appearance ſuch, and treated as ſuch. 
— Did he not alſo bequeath the fine linen of his own 
moſt perfect righteouſneſs, to compoſe the marriage-. 
garment © for our diſarrayed and defiled ſouls? Did 


he not, before his fleſh ſaw corruption, emerge tri- 


umphant 
d Pſal. xxii. 6. 


© This, and ſeveral other hints, interſperſed in the two volumes, 
refer to the av, and pa/ive righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to be- 
lievers, for their juſtification. Which, in the opinion of many great 
expolitors, is the myſtical and the moſt ſublime meaning of the 
evedding-garment, ſo emphatically and forcibly recommended by the 
teacher ſent from Gov, Matth. xxii. 11. A doctrine, which ſome. 
of thoſe who honour my Meditations with a peruſal, probably may 
not receive with much, if any approbation. I hope, the <whele per- 
formance will not be caſhiered, for one difference of ſentiment ; and 
beg that the ſentiment itſelf may not haſtily be rejected, wit hont 
a ſerious hearing. For I have the pleaſure of being intimately 
acquainted with a gentleman of good learning, and diſtinguiſhed 
ſenſe, who had once as ſtrong prepoſſeſſions againſt this tenet, as can 
well be imagined. Yet now, he not only admits it as a'trath, but 
embraces it, as the joy of his heart, and cleaves to it, as the rock of 
his hopes. I ; 

A clear and cogent Treatiſe, entitled, Submiion to the righteouſneſs 
of God, was the inſtrument of removing his prejudices, and reducing 
him to a better judgment.---In which he has been happily confirmed, 
by the authority of the moſt ill ia names, and the works of the 


moſt eminent pens, that ever adorned our church and nation.---In 


this number, are---Biſhop ſewel, one of our great reformers ; and 


other venerable compilers of our homilies ;---Archbiſhop Uſher, that 


oracle of nnivertal learning ;--- Biſhop Hall, the devout and ſprightly 
orator of his age z---the copions and fervent Biſhop Hopkins; —the 
ſingularly good and unaffected Biſhop Beveridge ;---that everlaſting: 


; honour of the bench of judicature, Lord Chief Juſtice Hale z---the 
nervous, florid, and perſuaſive Dean Stanhope ;---the practical and 


perſpicuous Mr Burkitt ;---and, to ſummon no other evidence, that 
matchleſs genius Milton; who, in various parts of his divine poem, 
inculcates this comfortable truth; and, in one paſſage, repreſents it 


under the very fame image, which is made uſe of above; Book X.“ 


2 
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umphant from the grave; and not only mount the 
lower firmament, but aſcend the heaven of heavens ; 
taking poſſeſhon of thoſe ſublime abodes, in our 
name, and as our forerunner ? 


Ye cattle, that reſt in your incloſed paſtures; ye 
beafts, that range the unlimited foreſt: ye %%, that 
rove through trackleſs paths of the ſea: Heep, clad 
in garments, which, when left by you, are wore by 
kings: kine, who feed on verdure, which, tranſ- 
muted in your bodies, and ſtrained from your ud- 
ders, furniſhes a repaſt for queens : /tons, roaring 
after your prey: leviathan, taking your paſtime in 
the great deep; with all that wing the firmament, or 
tread the ſoil, or ſwim the wave ;—He, who ſpreads. 
His ever-hoſpitable board ; who admits you all to be 
His continual gueſts; and ſuffers you to want no 
manner of thing that is good :—HE was deſtitute, 
afflicted, tormented ; He endured all that was miſer- 
able and reproachful; in order to exalt a degenerate 
race, who had debaſed themſelves to a level with the 
_ beaſts that periſh, unto ſeats of diſtinguiſhed and 


immortal honour ; in order to introduce ihe ſlaves 
p | of 


I had almoſt forgot to mention, that the treatiſe entitled Sub 
ſoon, &c. was written by Mr Benjamin Jenks; whoſe book of deve- 
tions has deſervedly paſſed through eleven editions; is truly admirable 
for the ſublimity, ſpirituality, and propriety of the ſentiments; as 
well as for the conciſe form, and pathetic turn of the expreſſion.— 
Whoſe book of meditations, though no leſs worthy of general accept- 
ance, has, for a conliderable time, been almoſt unknown and extinct. 
But it is now revived, and is lately republiſhed, in two oftavo vo- 
lumes, by Mr James Rivington. For which ſervice he has my thanks: 
F flatter myſelf, he will have the thanks of the public; as I am per- 
ſuaded, could religion and virtue ſpeak, he would have their acknow- 
ledęments alſo : ſince few. treatiſes are more happily calculated, to 
repreſent religion in its native beauty, and to promote the intereſts 
of genuine virtne.---On which account, I truſt, the candid will excuſe 
me, and the judicious will not condemn me, even though the recom- 
mendatiop of thoſe devotions and of theſe meditations may appear ts 


be a digreſſion from my ſubject. 


% 
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of fin, and heirs of hell, into manſions of conſum- 
mate and everlaſting bliſs. e TIT” rs 

Surely, the contemplation of ſuch a ſubjeQ, and 
the diſtant anticipation of fuch a hope, may almoſt 
turn earth into heaven, and make even inanimate na- 
ture vocal with praiſe. Let it, then, break forth 


from every creature. Let the meanef} feel the in- 


ſpiring impulſe ; let the greatef acknowledge them- 
ſelves unable, worthily to expreſs the ſtupendous 
goodneſs, | 

Praiſe Him, ye in/eFs that crawl on the ground; 
who, though high above all height, hambled him- 
ſelf to dwell in duſt. Birds of the air, waft on 
your wings, and warble in your notes, His praiſe; 
who, though LoxrD of the celeſtial abodes, while 
ſojourning on earth, wanted a ſhelter, commodious 
as your neſts.—— Ye rougher world of brutes, join 
with the gentle ſongſters of the ſhade, and howl to 
Him your hoarſe applauſe ; who breaks the jaw- 
bones of the infernal lion; who ſoftens into mildneſs 
the ſavage difpofition; and bids the wolf ly down; 
in amicable agreement, with the lamb. Bleat out, 
ye hills; let broader lou, be reſponfive from the 
vales: ye foreſts catch, and ye rocks retain, the in- 
articulate hymn : becauſe MEss1an the Prince feeds 


his flock, like a ſhepherd. He gathers the lambs with 


his arm; he carries them in his boſom; and gently Wy 


leads thoſe that are with young . — Wave, ye ſtately: 
cedars, in ſign of worſhip, wave your branching 
heads to Him, who meekly bowed his own, on the 
accurſed tree. —Pleaſing profpeFs, ſcenes of beauty, 


where niceſt art conſpires with laviſh nature, to 


form a paradiſe below; lay forth all your charms, 
and in all your charms confeſs yourſelzes a mere 


blank, compared with His amiableneſs, who is the 


% faireſt among ten thouſand, and altogether love- 
« ly.”—Drop. down, ye ſhowers; and teſtify, as 
e 1 
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you fall; teſtify of His grace, which deſcends more 
copiouſly than the rain, diſtils more ſweetly than the 
dew.—Let ſighing gales breathe, and murmuring ri- 
wulets flow; breathe and flow, in harmonious con- 
ſonance to Him, whoſe ſpirit is far more reviving, 
than the cooling breeze; who is himſelf the foun- 
tain of living waters. | 5 5 
Te ligbtninge, blaze to His honour; ye thunders, 
ſound His praiſe; while reverberating. clouds return 
the roar, and bellowing oceans propagate the tre- 
mendous anthem. - Muteſt of creatures, add your 
filent oratory, and diſplay the triumphs of His 
meekneſs; who, though he maketh the clouds his 
chariot, and treadeth upon the waves of the ſea 
though the thunder is his voice, and the lightning 
his ſword of juſtice; yet, amidſt the moſt abuſive 
and cruel injuries, was ſubmiſhve, and lifted not his 
hand; was dumb, and opened not his mouth.” — 
Great ſource of day, addreſs thy radiant homage to 
a far ſublimer ſun ; write, in all thy ample round, 
with every lucid beam, O! write a teſtimony to * 
Him; who is the brightneſs of his Father's hy, 
who is the Sun of Righteouſneſs to a ſinful world; 
and is riſen, never to go down; 1s' riſen, to be our 
everlaſting light.—Shine clear, ye er,; look gay, 
thou earth; let the flwds clap their hands, and let 
every creature wear a ſmile: for HE cometh, the 
CREATOR himſelf cometh, to be manifeſted in the 
fleſh; and with him comes pardon, peace, and joy: 
every virtue and all felicity come in his train. —— 
Angels and archangels, let your ſongs be of Jesvs, 
and teach the very heavens to echo with: his adored: 
and majeſtic name. Ye beheld him, with greater 
tranſports of admiration, when you attended his 
agony in the garden, and ſaw him proſtrate dn the 
ground, than when you beheld univerſal nature riſ- 
ing at his call, and ſaw the wonders of his creating 
might. Tune to loftieſt notes your golden harps, 
EO ES 


ly breaſts ; while all that has brearh, ſwells the con- 


cert of harmony; and all that has being, unites in 


the tribute of praiſe. | 

Chiefly, let man exalt his voice; let man, with 
diſtinguiſhed hoſannas, hail the REptEmER. For 
man, he was ftretched on the racking croſs; for 
man, he was conſigned to the gloomy ſepulchre 


for man, he procured grace unmeaſurable, and bliſs 


inconceivable. However drferent, therefore, in your 
age, or more different in your circumſtances; be 
unanimous, O man, in magnifying a Saviuur, who 
is no reſpecter of perſons; who gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom for all.—Bend, ye kings, from your thrones of 
ivory and gold: in your robes of imperial purple, fall 
proſtrate at Fs feet; who forſook a nobler throne, 
and laid aſide more illuſtrious enſigus of majeſty, 


that you might reign with Gop ſor ever and ever. — 
Children of poverty, meaneft of mortals (if any can 


be called poor, who are ue enriched ; if any can be 
accounted mean, who are H ennobled); rejoice,, 
greatly rejoice, in Gop your Saviour; who Choſe 
to be indigent, was willing to be contemned; that 
you might be entitled to the treaſures, and be num- 
bered with the princes of heaven. —Ssns of iction, 
though harafled with pain, and inured to anguiſh, 


O! change your groans into ſongs of gratitude z let 


no complaining voice, no jarring ſtring be heard, in 
the univerſal ſymphony ; but g/orify the Lamp ever 
in the fires; who himſelf bore greater tarment, 
than you feel; and has promiſed you. a ſhare in the 
joy which he inherits ; who has made your ſufferings 
mort, and will make your reſt eternal. — Men of heary 


locks, bending beneath a weight of years, and tot- 


tering on the brink of the grave; let CHRIST be your 
ſupport, under all infirmities,; lean upon CHRIST, 
as the rock of your ſalvation j let His name, his pre- 
cious name, form the laſt accents, which quiver on 


your 
f [fa. xxiv. 15. 
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and waken raptures, unknown before even in heaven- 
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| ot pale expiring lips: And let this be the firſt that 
iſps on your tongues, ye tender mmfants. Remember 
your REDEEMER in your earlieſt moments: devote 
the choice of your hours to the learning of His will, 
and the chief of your ſtrength to the glorifying of 
His name; who, in the perfection of health, and 
the very prime of manhood, was content to become 
a motionlefs and ghaſtly corpſe ; that you might be 
girt with the vigour, and clothed with the bloom of 
eternal youth. 

Ye /pirits of juſt men made perfed?, who: are re- 
leaſed from the burden of the fleth; and freed from 
all the vexatious ſolicitations of corruption in your- 
ſelves ; delivered from all the injurious effects of ini- 
quity in others: who ſojourn no longer in the tents. 
of ſtrife, or the territories of diforder ; but are re- 
ceived into that pure, harmonious, holy ſociety, 
where every one acts up to his amiable and exalted: 
character; where Gop himſelf is pleaſed graciouſly 
and immediately to preſide.— Vou find, not without 
pleaſing aſtoniſhment, your hopes improved into- 
actual enjoyment, and your faith ſuperſeded by the 
beatific viſion: you feel all your former ſhyneſs of 
behaviour, happily loſt in the overflowings of un- 
bounded love; and all your little differences of opi- 
nion entirely bore down by tides of invariable truth. 
Bleſs therefore, with all your enlarged powers, blefs. 
His. infinitely larger goodneſs; who, when he had o- 
vercome the ſharpneſs. of death, apened the gates of 
paradiſe, opened the kingdom of heaven to all gene- 
rations, and to every denomination of the faithful. 

Ye men of Holy converſation, and humble tempers, 
think of Him who ved you, and waſhed you from 
your fins in his cun bloed +. think of him, on your 
filent couch; talk of him, in every ſocial interview: 
glory in his exteliencies; make your boaſt. of his 
obedience; and add, ſtill continue to add, the in- 
eenſe of a dutiful life, to all the oblations of a * 
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ful tongue. —Weakeft of believers, who go mourning 
under a ſenſe of guilt, and conflicting with the 
ceaſeleſs aſſaults of temptation ; put off your ſacks 
cloth, and be girded with gladneſs. Becauſe JEsus 
is as merciful to hear, as he is mighty to help., Be- 
cauſe he is touched with the tendereſt ſympathizing 
concern, for all your diſtreſſes; and he lives, ever 
lives, to be your Advecate with the FATHER.— 
Why then ſhould uneaſy doubts ſadden your coun- 
tenances ? why ſhould deſponding fears oppreſs your 
fouls ? Turn, turn thoſe diſconſolate ſighs into cheer— 
ful hymns ; ſince you have His powerful interceſſion, 
and His ingſtimable merits, to be your anchor in all tri- 
bulations, to be your paſſport into eternal bleſſedneſs. 

Moſt of all, ye mini/ters of the january, heralds 
commiſſioned 1 above; lift, every one, his voice 
like a trumpet, and loudly proclaim the REDEEMER. 
Get ye up, ye ambaſſadors of peace, get ye up into 
the high mountains; and ſpread far and wide the 
honours of the Lams, that was flain, but is alive 
“for evermore.” Teach every ſacred roof, to re- 
ſound with his fame; and every human heart, to 
glow with his love. Declare, as far as the force of 
words will go, declare the inexhauſtible fulneſs of 
that great atonement, whoſe metits are commenſurate 
with the glories of the Divinity, © Tell the fin- 


ful 


© ff in this place, and others, I have ſpoken e eee of the 
blood of Cir1s7, and its infoperable efficacy to expiate guilt [ thinky 


it is no more than | is exp welled, in a very Ceicbrated hymn; wüten 


by one of the greateſt 2775, who had alto heen one of the greateſt i- 
Sertines, and atterwards commenced one of the muſt remarkable penis 
tents in France: A hymn, which eren Mr Bayle confeſſes to be a 


very fine one; which another ciitic calls an ad»irable one; and which | 


a genius ſuperior to them both, 1ccommentls as a robe one. (See 
SPECT. Vol. VII No 513) 
The author, having acknowledged is crimes to be heyonds meafure 


heinous, and almeſt beyond forgiveneſs provoking; 4o provoking, as 


to render tears.from ſuch eves (kylie, and praycrs from ſuch lips 
abominable; compotes lamicli to:! tubmit, withcut the leaſt repining 
tcatiment ; to ſubmit, even with praite and adoetion, to the moſt 

vreadiul 
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ful wretch, what pity yearns in IuMANORL's bowels ; 
what blood he has ſpilt, what agonies he has endur— 


ed, what wonders he has wrought, for the ſalvation 
of his enemies. Invite the indigent, to become rich; 


entreat the guilty, to accept of pardon : becauſe with 


the cracified JIxsus is plenteous redemption, and all 


ſufficiency to ſave. —While you, placed in conſpicu- 
ous ſtations, pour the joyful found, may I, as I iteal 
through the vale of humble life, catch the pleaſing 
accents! For me, the Author of all bleſſings became 
a curſe; for me, his bones were diſlocated, and his 
Acth was torn ; he hung, with ſtreaming veins, and 


_ agonizing ſou}, on the croſs, for me. O] may I, 


in my little ſphere, and amidſt the ſcanty circle of my 
acquaintance, at leaſt whiſper theſe glad tranſporting ' 
tidings ; whiſper them from my own heart, that they 
may ſurely reach, and ſweetly penetrate theirs. 

But, when men and angels raiſe the grand hymn ; 
when all worlds, and all beings, add their collie 
acclamations ; —this full, fervent, and univerſal cho. 
Tus will be fo erm to the riches of the ReEpetm- 
ER's grace, ſo d:/proportionate to the magnificence of 


_ His glory, that it will ſeem but to debaſe the unutter- 


able ſubject it attempts to exalt : the loud Hallelujah 
will die away, in the ſolemn mental eloquence of 
proltrate, rapturous, Aleni adoration. | 


O Goodneſs infunte ! 28, , 4 . 


Aud love that paſſeth knowledge! — Mords are vain; 
Language is liſt in wonders ſo divine. 
Came then, expreſſive SILENCE, muſe his praiſe.” 


dreadful doom. _ Accordingly, he ſtands in reſigned expectation of be- 
ing inſtantly ſtruck by the halts of vengeance : but—with a tura of 
thought equally ſurpriſing and ſprightly; with a faith properly founde 
eil, and happily bra, he adde, * | 
e Yet where! O where! car even thy thunders fall? 
Cunts r's blood o'er{preads and ſhields me ſrom them a1, 


End of the Firſt Volume, 
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